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MINUTES 

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS  

Regular Meeting – September 23, 2025  
  

  

ATTENDEES: Chairman Marc Komorsky              Commissioner Barry Ward  

Commissioner Robert Taft              Commissioner Anthony Pignataro 

Commissioner Vincent Tierney             Chief Anthony Champion 

Deputy Chief Scott Merritt              Deputy Chief Bryan Zittel 

Secretary Bria Le              Treasurer Mark Pozniak 

Attorney Michael Hekle (via Teams)     

                            

At 6:00 pm, Chairman Komorsky called the Board of Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting to order for 

Tuesday, September 23, 2025, and led the Pledge of Allegiance. He welcomed everyone in attendance 

and thanked them for coming out.  

 

 

MINUTES: -  9/09/25 Regular Meeting minutes and 9/10/25 Special Meeting minutes.   

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro, and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Tierney, the Board RESOLVED to approve the 9/09/25 Regular Meeting 

minutes. Pignataro – Aye, Taft – Aye, Tierney– Aye, Ward – Aye, Chairman Komorsky - 

Aye. Motion Carried. 
 
At 6:01 pm, Commissioner Ward briefly stepped out of the meeting. 

 
Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro, and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Taft, the Board RESOLVED to approve the 9/10/25 Special Meeting 

minutes. Pignataro – Aye, Taft – Aye, Tierney– Aye, Ward – Absent (for this vote), 

Chairman Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 

  

CORRESPONDENCE:  

- None. 

 

ROOM USE REQUESTS:  

- None.  

 

 OLD BUSINESS/UNRESOLVED ITEMS:  

- Station 2 Septic – Commissioner Tierney stated there were two waivers signed on the 12th. They 

were submitted and engineering is going to put them through to the Board of Health. They are 

waiting on final approval. They are also getting specs. He did have an inquiry about filling in the 

ditch. MJ stated they would prefer it not be filled in but they should put something around it for 

safety. It is better to keep it open in case the Board of Health saw something being disturbed and 

then they may have to retest. Chief Champion stated a snow fence has been purchased and it will 

be put all around it. He was hoping this would be completed in time for Safety Day. Chairman 

Komorsky stated he does not believe it will be done in time. 

 

At 6:03 pm, Commissioner Ward returned to the meeting. 
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- Station 1 Building Update –Commissioner Ward stated they have received back the variance from 

the state with the approval on Monday. He spoke to Rudy today. There is an amendment being put 

in for two additional items. They are in the attachment of screws to the ceiling for the drop ceiling. 

It is not unusual for the abatement company to install those. That way it can be installed in a 

controlled environment. The other item is to repair any openings that are in the sheetrock ceiling  

created by HVAC or any other reason. They should be getting that back shortly. Concurrent with 

that there is a request out for quotes for repair work. They are waiting for those to come back. Once 

they have them he will let everyone know and they will decide how to move forward. Additionally on 

Station 1 they had discussed the height differential between the old meeting room and the bar area 

where the bathrooms are. Jonathan is away this week but it will be discussed next week, so he will 

have more details to share with the rest of the Board at the next meeting. 

 

- Station 2 Brick Pointing – Commissioner Tierney stated the bid awardee has been notified and 

stated it will take approximately 2 weeks to get it scheduled. 

 

- Station 3 Mold Remediation – Chief Champion stated Commissioner Tierney was looking at 

asbestos companies to do the remediation of the asbestos that was discovered during testing by 

the mold company as they were testing under the tiles. They are waiting to get that information 

back. Chairman Komorsky asked if they had spoken to the vendor who was taking care of the other 

aspect and Chief Champion stated after the mold and asbestos has been remediated they do have 

an additional quote from K & J Devens. He has already done work for the district as a sole proprietor. 

Chief Champion stated he would let the vendor know when the asbestos and mold have both been 

remediated and he is able to get in.  

 

- Staffing Community Events – Chief Champion stated the Fall Festival is scheduled at Freedom 

Park. He has sent the overtime through and they are checking on getting staff for an ambulance 

and an engine as they have done in the past. It is set for October 5 from 12 - 4 PM. They are still 

projected to do Safety Day on October 25 with the ongoing septic issue. 

Chief Champion asked permission to take an engine out of district on Thursday the 25th to 

respond to the funeral for the State Police Officer to be present as the procession goes by on its 

way from the wake to the funeral parlor. 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Ward, and SECONDED by 

Chairman Komorsky, the Board RESOLVED to approve allowing an engine to 

respond to the funeral of State Trooper Nigel Barnett to be present at the 

procession on Thursday September 25th, 2025.  Pignataro – Aye, Taft – Aye, 

Tierney – Aye, Ward – Aye, Chairman Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried.  

Chairman Komorsky asked if they have received all of the orders for supplies for Safety Day. Chief 

Champion stated they have all of the fire prevention items that Tyler Edgar has ordered. 

Commissioner Pignataro asked if the Chief’s concerns regarding Safety Day had to do with the 

open hole area. Chief Champion stated yes. Commissioner Pignataro asked if it had to be held at 

Station 2. Chief Champion stated that Station 1 house construction is going on and Station 3 is a 

bit small. Chief Champion stated they had entertained discussions regarding not having Safety 

Day this year and postponing it given all of the things going on to improve the infrastructure at the 

Station. 
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- Lexipol Policy Updates – Chief Champion stated on 10 September Secretary Le and Chief 

Champion met with the legal department. They reviewed administrative communication, 

electronic mail, patient medical records, records management, release of records,  and 

subpoenas and court appearances. They came to an understanding with the legal department as 

to what would be included, excluded, or removed. That has been sent off to Lexipol for the 

upcoming meeting this Thursday at 1 PM. Once they all go through that he will bring the 

information to the Board at the next meeting to make the final approval. Hopefully within the next 

month they will be able to start pushing out this information to the membership so they can start 

seeing it, reading it, and getting used to the new system. Chairman Komorsky asked if this was for 

the custom policies above and beyond their standard policy. Chief Champion stated this is a mix 

of the recommended Lexipol legal bulletproof representation, New York State policies, and 

inclusion of LaGrange's current policies such as the credit card policy and procurement policy. 

Chairman Komorsky asked if they have in writing that they will support and stand behind their 

policies and Chief Champion stated they have stated that in every meeting. He also believes it is 

also in the written agreement that was reviewed by counsel. Commissioner Pignataro stated it 

was also mentioned in one of the original conference calls as well. Chief Champion stated his 

next meeting with Secretary Le and the legal department will be on October 6th. They will be 

discussing the ADA Act, annual planning, master calendar, credit card policy, disclosure of 

interest, liability claims, limited English proficiency services, which is something they need to 

when applying for grants. They will also discuss physical asset management, post-incident 

analysis, purchasing and procurement, and training policies. 

 

- Operational Software Overview - Chief Champion stated they are moving forward. He is waiting for 

scheduling optimization meetings in the modules of schedules and training. He does not have a 

date set yet. 

 

- Diesel Tank Accessories– Chief Champion stated this is a work in progress. He is getting hopeful 

this will be done by the end of fall. 

 

- Grant Update – Chief Champion stated financial and progress reports have been approved. He is 

waiting for the latest submission of payment reimbursement to be approved. He has sent a letter 

and e-mail to their contact to see if it can be pushed along or he could get an update on what the 

approval process is. Chairman Komorsky stated he spoke with Deputy Chief Zittel regarding 

paying attention to any upcoming grants for SCBA bottles. They will need those in the not-too-

distant future and they are very expensive. Chief Champion stated he did speak about this at the 

last meeting and they are moving forward with contacting Dan Nichols to get that ball rolling and 

to get him the information he needs so he can move forward with writing a grant for SCBAs. 

Chairman Komorsky feels the earlier they reach out to him, the better off they will be. 

Commissioner Pignataro asked Commissioner Ward if purchase of the SCBAs is in the budget 

right now. Commissioner Ward stated they would discuss the budget and go into detail. 

 

- Grant Writing Update – Deputy Chief Zittel stated he did reach out to Mr. Nichols. He does need to 

supply him with some pricing and what their needs will be. He hopes to get back to the Board with 

some pricing. Chairman Komorsky stated they would like to get him locked in before he starts 

doing work for multiple other agencies. 
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- Building Repairs/Repair Requests – Chairman Komorsky asked if there was anything needing to be 

discussed that had not been discussed already. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 Superior Telephone Maintenance Contract – Chairman Komorsky stated the contract copies were 

in everyone's packet. This is the maintenance contract. Secretary Le stated the current contract 

goes through October of 2025. Chairman Komorsky stated it is $640 for Station 1, $640 for Station 

3, and $1420 for Station 2. He asked if there were any questions or comments from Board 

members. There were none. 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Taft, and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Tierney, the Board RESOLVED to approve the proposals for the 

maintenance contracts from Superior Telephone in the amount of $640 each for 

Station 1 and 3, and $1420 for Station 2.  Pignataro – Aye, Taft – Aye, Tierney – Aye, 

Ward – Aye, Chairman Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried.  

 

 PPE for New Hires – Secretary Le stated in their packet is for the three individuals hired earlier this 

year. An additional five were hired recently. The total amount for all eight sets at the price quoted 

would be $32,585. She is requesting that the Board approve up to that amount for all eight new 

hires. At that cost, it is $4655 per individual. That amount includes one tailcoat and one tail pant 

and all patches per their specs. 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Ward, and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Tierney, the Board RESOLVED to approve the purchase of PPE for the 

new hires at a cost of $32,585.  Pignataro – Aye, Taft – Aye, Tierney – Aye, Ward – Aye, 

Chairman Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried.  

REPORTS: (by officers present) 

 Treasurer Pozniak - Treasurer Pozniak stated he wanted to review the 2026 budget. They do have 

until next Tuesday to adopt a proposed budget. He is hoping they will do it tonight but if there is 

some reason they want to hold off they do have until next Tuesday. After the proposed budget is 

adopted there are a few weeks to make changes and then it is frozen until the week before the 

Public Hearing, which will happen on October 21st. There does have to be a published version that 

stays unchanged until the Public Hearing. After the Public Hearing changes can be made based 

on comments received. They have until November 4 to adopt it, but they can adopted it as early as 

the night of the Public Hearing. Then it goes to the Town. He did provide the board with the Tax 

Cap Calculation. They could increase the property tax levy by 3.55% and stay under the Tax Cap. 

He does not recommend that but did want to make them aware of that. The most significant 

expense for their budget is payroll and payroll related items such as Social Security and Medicare 

tax, pensions etc. He did provide them with the actual expenses through August of this year. 

Based on their actual versus budget for 2025 they will be slightly over budget on that line. They are 

running under staff so there is overtime driving up that line up. They had mid-projections and 

assumptions for 2026 and have increased the payroll line to $5.7 million for 2026. Commissioner 

Ward has done separate payroll analysis for each employee and what their increases would be 

and came up with an almost identical number. He also included the actual payroll amount from 

2024. He does note that he has included one employee over the minimum manning requirements. 

It is difficult to know the exact impacts of this, but his assumption is that it would be a small 

increase and it is already built in. The way they would save money on that line is to cut back on 
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overtime. The cost increase on benefits and health insurance increase as they pay additional 

overtime as well. He did break out the regular pay versus overtime pay. If they have a schedule for 

nine on and one calls in sick, there is no overtime but if two people call in sick then there is 

overtime expense incurred. Chairman Komorsky asked for the dollar differential if the 2026 

budget goes to 9.95 from a 9.8 as to how much money that adds. Treasurer Pozniak stated 9.95 

would be $5,795,846. That would be approximately an increase of approximately $7300. 

Commissioner Taft asked if the Treasurer was calculating off of the assessment rolls. Treasurer 

Pozniak stated they ultimately will but it does not really matter what the assessment roll is. They 

set whatever levy they want and then back into the rate. The only thing the assessment does is to 

fairly divide out the pie. They create the pie and the assessment roll divvies it up. If there were no 

additions or changes to the assessment and they increase their budget everyone would feel that 

exact increase. They increase the tax levy. The rates can be deceptive. For example, their 6.4 

increase will show up on everyone's taxes as a 5.3 increase because there were new homes 

added to the tax rolls. That also helps with the tax cap number. There was some discussion about 

sales tax reimbursement and county taxes. Treasurer Pozniak stated he was presenting a draft 

budget that they could review and accept tonight or review and make additional changes and 

accept by next Tuesday. He stated a lot of the changes are prescribed changes that they do not 

have much control over. The only main change they could make in payroll would be if they staff at 

one over which is what his recommendation would be. If they did not it could potentially have 

some impact. Other expenses were based on prior years charges where he made projections of 

what next year's expenses could be. The last section is the benefits section and there is not much 

change they can do with that. Chairman Komorsky asked if Treasurer Pozniak was comfortable 

with the number he has in the benefits as they continue to arise regularly. Treasurer Pozniak 

stated it is difficult to tell and estimate. He has got some health insurance estimates but has not 

gotten final numbers from anyone yet. Some things are more predictable such as Social Security 

and Medicare because it is a percentage of the salaries. He did get the actual number for the 

pensions for the next two years through March of 2027. Health insurance has an estimated 9.62% 

increase. That includes a few new policies as there are new members coming in. If they get 

additional information they can make adjustments if they need to. He estimates the total costs 

are going up 4.3% yet they are raising taxes by 6.42%. The reason for that is because of the SAFER 

Grant. They were going to take three years to build up a SAFER Reserve. The reserve was meant to 

be $1.1 million and then they were going to take the next three years to draw that reserve down. 

They knew they were not going to have enough money but were hoping by year seven everything 

would even out. That is why there is an increase in taxes even though there is only a 4.3% increase 

in expenses. The last part to be discussed is the Equipment and Capital Expenditures. He has 

highlighted the amounts being put into those reserves for 2026. They correspond with the 

numbers in Commissioner Ward's spreadsheet that go towards the funding of building 

improvements. They go towards buildings, apparatus acquisitions, etc. They did discuss how the 

spreadsheet got updated approximately a month ago. Every time you get new information this 

spreadsheet gets updated. The spreadsheets were updated based on this budget information. 

The spreadsheet is a projection for the next 10 years but will always get adjusted as they get more 

information. Commissioner Tierney questioned the insurance line showing a decrease. Treasurer 

Pozniak stated he does not believe it is going down but that actual budget number has been high. 

This year they have spent around $88,000 so there will be an increase against actual but a 

decrease in the budget line. Commissioner Ward stated that he and Treasurer Pozniak spent quite 

a lot of time together reviewing these items. He presented a spreadsheet with the line items for 
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2025 and 2026. He reviewed these lines individually. At some point they will need to have a further 

discussion regarding the projected shortage for some of the capital work that they have 

scheduled. They will certainly be able to do some of the items in the plan but not all of them. They 

have a lot of items to roll out over the next five years, although it is difficult to budget out that far. 

He reviewed the apparatus reserve funds and the projected shortfalls. There have been a large 

increase in pricing post Covid for equipment. They had built up these accounts and with what they 

have done they should be okay through 2033. A lot can happen between now and then so they will 

continue to review and adjust, as necessary. He reviewed expenditures proposed out through 

2043 knowing that projecting out that far is extremely difficult. They have assumed the 

replacement of the SCBAs for approximately $628,000. They are showing some deficits in the 

equipment purchases over the next few years but they are not unmanageable. Chairman 

Komorsky feels that if they don't get a grant for the SCBAs, they could have the same problem with 

cost increases there as well. Commissioner Ward stated that price came from Deputy Chief Zittel, 

who had done some review and investigation on prices. The Deputy Chief stated that the price he 

provided to Chief Champion was for 2026 so they did inflate that price when they added it as a 

2027 purchase. The cost has doubled since the last time they purchase them 15 years ago. 

Commissioner Ward stated if they do get a grant it will be additional funds in that reserve. 

Commissioner Ward reviewed the reserve account projections and explained how they came to 

those numbers. He can revise some of the numbers if the other board members would like him to. 

If purchases come in lower that would not be a bad thing. They are in pretty good shape on the 

equipment side. He did state that vehicles may be a challenge in the future. Commissioner 

Pignataro stated it is good that they are budgeting for one over on salaries but he asked what the 

actual cost of being one over versus the cost of this year with the overtime. Treasurer Pozniak 

stated he had rough calculations but it is close. That is based on a lot of assumptions as to who is 

out what day. Commissioner Ward stated when they had real numbers in the past it was a wash. 

Things like vacations, disability, or 207A would change those outcomes. Commissioner Tierney 

asked about truck repairs as they have aging trucks that will require more work. Treasurer Pozniak 

stated that reality might turn out to be different than what they have budgeted for but that is what 

the fund balance would be used for. They tried to the project as close as they can. 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro, and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Tierney, the Board RESOLVED to accept the proposed 2026 budget as 

presented.  Pignataro – Aye, Taft – Aye, Tierney – Aye, Ward – Aye, Chairman Komorsky - 

Aye. Motion Carried. 
 

Chairman Komorsky thanked Commissioner Ward and Treasurer Pozniak for their work on the 

budget. Commissioner Tierney asked what the next step would be and Treasurer Pozniak stated 

Secretary Le will publish notice for the budget. They will have a Public Hearing. They may want to 

make changes to the budget based on Public Hearing. Then either the revised or this version of the 

budget will have to be adopted. Secretary Le reminded the Board that the Budget Hearing begins 

at 7 PM on October 21. 

 Upon a MOTION made by Chairman Komorsky, and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Ward, the Board RESOLVED to take a recess at 6:54 PM. Pignataro – 

Aye, Taft – Aye, Tierney – Aye, Ward – Aye, Chairman Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

The meeting resumed at 7:05 PM. 
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 Chief Anthony Champion – 

o Updates - Chief Champion said his meeting with Chris Cassidy is on the 15th. After that 

meeting he will take the data and compile it to present to the Board. He is hoping to be able 

to present it at a meeting that Chris is able to attend. 

 

o Civil Service- Chief Champion stated he believes Secretary Le has informed civil service of 

all of their changes so there's nothing to report at this time. 

 

o LOSAP - Over the next week Chief Champion expects to present the 2024 records and 

statistics to the volunteer members for their review. They will have a deadline of October 3 

to review and make sure that everything is accurate. He hopes to be able to present those 

final numbers at the October 7 meeting to the Board for approval. Then they will be posted 

for 30 days. 

 

o Updates (cont.) - Chief Champion recently had a meeting with the Deputy Chiefs and Town 

Supervisor Bell. He was looking for the fire district's position and stance on battery storage 

systems. A salesman has reached out to him for the potential of putting one of these type 

of units in the Town of Lagrange. He did present that he did not have a lot of information. 

The Chiefs stated they would provide the firehouse for the salesman to come in and 

present his idea and answer any questions. Chief Champion did give Supervisor Bell a few 

possible dates. He has not heard back yet. Once he does he will provide that information 

to the Board. The dates that were offered were the 6th,7th, 9th, 14th, and 16th with no time 

determined at this moment. Chief Champion stated he did attend a conference with the 

town mayors and supervisors at B.O.C.E.S in Poughkeepsie where a company came in to 

describe this. It is roughly the size of the Conex container. The decks are approximately 3' x 

5'. They stated that the safety protocols are good and are updated to current standards. 

They did help write the current standards for New York State. The presenter stated there 

are some of these facilities down in the city that he has a retired FDNY lieutenant 

employed that is helping to quell any adverse feelings or discussions. The safety systems 

are that it monitors the thermal runaway. If it gets too high, it shuts the power off to that 

unit and isolates it. There is no current fire suppression involved inside of these containers. 

Chief Champion and the Deputy Chiefs have a lot of questions they would like answers to 

from this sales rep. The Connex unit has to go at a power substation. At low use time it 

feeds into the system and then at high demand it goes onto the grid. It would have to be 

tied to a currently existing power substation. Lagrange has one on Bushwick just down 

from Smith. There is one that is just down the road on the way to Arlington. There is the 

Niagara substation in Pleasant Valley on Route 44. His understanding is that they have to 

go as close to those facilities as possible. Concerns from the fire department would be the 

safety of the taxpayers, the location of these, the suppression systems, will there be some 

sort of water or something put in place. There are no answers for these questions at this 

time. Chief Champion feels this technology is still too new and they really don't want to be 

the pilot program for the set up. That was expressed to Supervisor Bell. Chief Champion 

offered this location so that it would be a large enough location for the Board to attend if 

they wanted and they could invite some other staff as well. Commissioner Ward stated 

there are some of these facilities around the state like at Indian Lake. Chief Champion 

stated he would rather err on the side of caution as this would be a lot of burning plastic 
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and the safety of the taxpayers is paramount. They do have a lot of questions and 

concerns. His opinion would be that they would surround and protect exposures and let it 

burn. Commissioner Pignataro asked if they are trained to go into the substations, should 

there be an emergency. Chief Champion stated he has had some research with Tesla and 

their recommendation is to not go near it and their technician will be on the scene in about 

45 min. and they will deal with it. There is no life safety and it will be replaced so it is not 

worth it. Commissioner Pignataro asked if there is a fire at the facility down the road. They 

go in and Chief Champion said yes but they still call Central Hudson right away. They will 

go in with a straw broom and Central Hudson’s technicians because there is what is called 

invisible fire. Their training is defensive. Chairman Komorsky stated there have been recent 

studies on burning Teslas. The fumes can be extremely hazardous as well. Treasurer 

Pozniak stated he has seen this type of setup and the assessed value is not great on their 

battery storage units. They come in expecting to hand over a large check each year or a 

very large one-time payment. The fire department will need to make a case that they 

should be getting a percentage of that. Chief Champion stated he heard that East Fishkill 

may be moving forward with putting in one or two of these units. He is comfortable letting 

them learn it first and ask them questions as they go along. He believes it's relatively safe 

for the first five or 10 years but after that it becomes a maintenance and life expectancy 

issue. Treasurer Pozniak stated part of the discussions now should be if there is special 

training or equipment needed to make sure it is on the record. Chief Champion stated they 

would need full access and yearly inspections and tours so they can see and understand 

what this really is. 

Chief Champion had a meeting with HAAS Safety Systems. They pitched an idea that a 

transponder could be put in the apparatus. When the lights are on and send a transmission 

out to people's phones and cars and it pops up on their screens that they are approaching 

an emergency scene or fire apparatus and ambulances are approaching them. This could 

potentially increase the alertness of a driver of what's going on around them. Chairman 

Komorsky asked what the cost would be for something like this. Chief Champion stated 

that he would like to do additional research before bringing the prices to the Board. Chief 

Champion stated they are taking steps right now to put rumblers in equipment as it comes 

in and they are modifying to help with the noise and getting more alertness to the drivers of 

the apparatus. Commissioner Taft asked if the traffic light changes when they pull out of 

the station and Chief Champion stated yes they do flip the switch. Chairman Komorsky 

asked if it would reroute them if there is a bridge out or something of that nature and Chief 

Champion said no. It is just an alert as a safety thing. 

 

o In County Training – Chief Champion stated they continue to bring outside agencies and 

lecturers in for training. Melissa Lawlor, the Deputy Coordinator for first responder health 

and wellness is once again coming in on Friday the 24th at 9 AM. The Board is welcome to 

attend. She will be running through what the County is doing and the services that they 

provide in regard to the team they have in place to help first responders. 

New Hackensack came last week with their ladder truck to familiarize staff with that. The 

Deputy Chief is lining up additional resources to do the same thing moving forward. They 

will be having a fire investigation representative come in and provide insight into what they 

do in regard to scene preservation, and cause and origin. Every October they have a 

Hazmat training session that will be here from outside source as well. 



LAGRANGE FIRE DISTRICT  
504 Freedom Plains Rd • Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

  
 

 

BoFC Regular Meeting 9/23/25 
 
Please note that this meeting was conducted in person at 504 Freedom Plains Road in Poughkeepsie, NY AND open for 

public viewing and/or listening via Microsoft Teams. 

There's been some training that has come up called LEAD and Chief Champion is looking 

to send four members to this training. He would definitely like to send the new lieutenants. 

It is at the Dutchess County Training Center. Chairman Komorsky asked who would cover if 

all four lieutenants attend. Chief Champion stated the captains would come in and cover 

the four hours for the class. He does have one captain that would like to go and they are 

approaching the lieutenants next. Chairman Komorsky asked what the cost is and Chief 

Champion stated there is no cost because it is a County run class. 

Deputy Chief Merritt and Dave Violante at Arlington have set up joint ACLS and PALS 

classes. They are held at Arlington Station 3. There are six people interested in going to 

ACLS, which is Advanced Cardiac Life Support. There are three people interested in the 

pediatric advanced life support. This is in line with their certification so it is just overtime 

for them to go and coverage if they are leaving from here to go to the training. Chairman 

Komorsky asked how long the training sessions were and Chief Champion stated they are 

eight hours each. It is a one-day class. 

 

o Out of County Training – Chief Champion stated they have not received any individuals 

except for one for the previously approved EMS Training Day in Ulster County. He will bring 

any additional updates as he gets them. 

There is an out of County training requests for a CEESTCO and survival IA that one 

individual is interested in attending. This is dealing with the bailout system. This is 

something that they go through to refresh twice a year for all the firefighters. Nathaniel 

Herr-Trott is interested in attending. Right now Deputy Chief Zittel, Captain Ryan and 

FF/EMT Wells are the only authorized instructors to teach and recertify individuals. This 

will add to the training division. 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Tierney, and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED to allow Firefighter Herring-

Trott to attend the CEESTCO training. Pignataro – Aye, Taft – Aye, Tierney -Aye, 

Ward – Aye, Chairman Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

o Mechanic - Chief Champion stated they did receive three resumes for the mechanic’s 

position and he would like to discuss that in Executive Session. 

 

o Updates - Secretary Le has provided Chief Champion with the last three years of items 

needed for the PESH surprise inspection. They have received the notification and will post 

it for 30 days and finish what they need to do for it before then, so no fines will be incurred. 

Chief Champion stated the probationary firefighters that are in the Westchester Academy 

did return. They were very physical today and there were no phone calls so that is a thing. 

 

o Chief Champion stated he has three personnel items for Executive Session. 

 

  Deputy Chief Fire – Deputy Chief Zittel stated Firefighter/Medics Dawson and Kemmerer are now 

in service and included in the minimum manning. That should help decrease overtime as well. 

Dawson is on Group 3 and Kemmerer is on Group 2. 
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 Deputy Chief of EMS – Deputy Chief Merritt stated representatives from Mid-Hudson Regional 

Hospital came in for the annual controlled substance inspection. They looked at the storage and 

procedures. They passed the inspection without any issues. 

 

With help from Firefighter Trott, two weeks ago they rolled out all the new medications and 

airways per Hudson Valley regional protocols. All the devices have been placed in the field on the 

ALS units and the new medications have been used twice. Commissioner Tierney asked what the 

new medication was and what it was used for. Deputy Chief Merritt stated it is IV Tylenol that can 

be used for fevers and pain control if they want to avoid using a narcotic. 

 

 Department – There was no one. 

 

 Union – There was nothing. 

 

ABSTRACT: $55,655.48 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Taft and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Tierney, the Board RESOLVED to pay the bills for month of September 

as per the abstract for $55,655.48. Pignataro – Aye, Taft – Aye, Tierney – Aye, Ward – 

Aye, Chairman Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

At 7:28 PM, Chairman Komorsky opened the meeting to public comments. There were none.  

 

At 7:28 PM, Chairman Komorsky closed the public comment section of the meeting. 

 

Commissioner Pignataro stated that a lot of service contracts put the responsibility on the District to 

make sure that there is an annual inspection or preventative maintenance. He asked if there was a 

process where all of the scheduled preventative maintenance are tracked so they don’t get lost. Chief 

Champion stated a lot of the equipment is set up for yearly maintenance checks. The captains contact 

vendors and set up those services. The new phone maintenance is not yet on that list, but they are 

aware if there is an issue, to call right away. They are in communication with Redemption to make sure 

they are in at reasonable times to switch out filters, cleaning the duct work and fixing issues as they 

arise. Commissioner Pignataro just wanted to make sure that things that are the District’s 

responsibility are tracked and done. Secretary Le stated the majority of items that need to be done are 

done each year at the same time. The Superior one is new so it will get worked in. Mr. Lenkowski 

suggested contacting Superior to find out what their maintenance covers. They should know if the 

vendor is cleaning the areas from dust, updating software, and maintaining the parts. Commissioner 

Pignataro stated he just wants to be sure they are getting what they are paying for. Mr. Lenkowski 

stated that more than likely, the preventative maintenance is not covered by the contract. It is usually 

a different charge. Commissioner Pignataro read the contract and it is covered. He stated he wants to 

be sure they are keeping track of everything they need to.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 7:34 PM, upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Tierney, and SECONDED 

by Commissioner Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED to go into Executive Session to 

discuss four personnel items from Chief Champion, one contractual from 
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Commissioner Ward, one personnel item from Chairman Komorsky.  Pignataro – Aye, 

Taft – Aye, Tierney – Aye, Ward – Aye, Chairman Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

OPEN SESSION: 

At 7:58 PM, the Board resumed Open Session.  

 

PREPARE 10/07/25 MEETING AGENDA:  Secretary Le will prepare this.  

 

Commissioner Ward stated that once they get through the budget cycle, they need to review the 

Capital Land Reserve Fund. There is a spreadsheet in the Team folder for their review. 

Chairman Komorsky thanked everyone for being there.  

ADJOURNMENT: 

At 8:00 PM, upon a Motion made by Commissioner Tierney and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting. Pignataro – 

Aye, Taft – Aye, Tierney – Aye, Ward – Aye, Chairman Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

Respectfully submitted by  

Julie Beyer on behalf of  

Bria Le – District Secretary  
      Approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners on 10/7/25 
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