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MINUTES  

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS  

Regular Meeting – May 28, 2024  
  

  

ATTENDEES:  Chairman Marc Komorsky   Commissioner Richard Sassi  

Commissioner Barry Ward  Commissioner Robert Taft (absent)  

Commissioner Pignataro          Fire Chief Anthony Champion 

Secretary Bria Le   Treasurer Mark Pozniak (Via Teams) 

 

At 6:11 pm, Chairman Marc Komorsky called the Board of Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting to 

order for Tuesday, May 28th,2024 and led the Pledge of Allegiance. He welcomed everyone to the 

meeting.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

- Check from Excellence Process Service Inc. for subpoenaed records was received in the amount 

of $15.00. 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Sassi, the Board RESOLVED to deposit the check into the General Fund. 

Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward -Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried.  

 

MINUTES: - 5/14/24 Regular Meeting   

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Sassi and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED to accept the minutes of the 5/14/24 

Regular Meeting. Sassi – Aye, Ward -Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion 

Carried. 

 

ROOM USE REQUESTS:  

There were none at this time. 

  

 OLD BUSINESS/UNRESOLVED ITEMS:  

- Station 1 Building Update – Commissioner Ward stated there was no update at this time.  

 

- Station 3 Storage Room – Commissioner Ward stated there is no update at this time. 

 

- Station 2 Brick Pointing – Commissioner Ward stated there is no update at this time.  

 

- Physicals status update – Commissioner Sassi stated he is waiting to meet with the chief. They 

will schedule something for the near future.  

 

- Staffing Community Events – Chief Champion stated he has a number of community events to 

bring to the attention of the Board. A group of them are standbys at the high school. 

Commissioner Sassi asked if they had made any progress on the evaluation as to whether they 

are going to staff events with overtime, volunteers, or current staffing. Chief Champion stated he 

will see if any volunteers are interested. Commissioner Pignataro asked if that typically gets any 

response. Chief Champion stated the high times are during the carnival and sometimes during the 
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standbys for the football games. Chairman Komorsky stated they always support the carnival and 

the football games. Chief Champion stated he believes they might be able to do a standby with 

the ambulance for the football game and add one additional career staff or a volunteer. Chairman 

Komorsky asked if there was any way for the fire district to get some sort of indemnification or 

hold harmless from the high school. Attorney Hekle said they could ask for it. He does believe that 

the school district attorneys will say if they are acting in the course of providing EMS services, that 

they are indemnified already. The fire district may say that there are ancillary expenses they take 

on for providing the service like the lawsuit they are involved in right now and paying additional 

premiums on insurance policies. It should probably start with a conversation. Chairman 

Komorsky asked if it would be better for the fire district to just wait to be dispatched to a 911 call 

as opposed to being there on standby. Attorney Hekle stated he did not see a difference in the 

discharge of the duties between being dispatched and being on standby there. Both of them are in 

the scope of what the fire district should be providing for services. From his perspective, it is that 

they are providing a priority to these events that could create a liability. The other option would be 

to ask for compensation for these events. Chairman Komorsky asked that he review that and see 

what would be best for the district and the taxpayers. Commissioner Sassi stated as far as the 

treatment and the transports the liability will be on the fire district either way. Maybe the school 

district could indemnify them from other liabilities. The fire district has nothing to do with the 

security end of it. Commissioner Pignataro applauded the chief for stating that he feels they can 

staff these events without having to bring in extra people. Chief Champion stated this is a new 

area they are going into so they will try it out. If they need to bring additional people on as they 

move forward he will bring it back to the Board. Chairman Komorsky stated it has come to his 

attention that a film crew from California came in to Lagrange to ask for film permits. He has 

asked the Town Clerk to keep the chief in the loop in regards to street closings or activities that 

could affect responses. Commissioner Sassi stated as a reminder they do not bill for standbys. It 

is not something that is set up in their system. They only received recovery for transports. 

Commissioner Ward stated they have done it privately before. It was done as a private agreement 

with the film company. Commissioner Sassi asked if there was a set rate for that and 

Commissioner Ward stated there is a set rate based on an hourly and overtime rate plus the 

amortized hourly value for the vehicle, which they also use for state recovery. Chairman Komorsky 

stated in the past, the film company on Route 55 had an ambulance and an engine both staged.  

 

- ESO Reporting status update – Chief Champion stated this was going to be handled by 

Commissioner Ward and Commissioner Pignataro. The Chief will continue to work with them on 

that. 

 

- Grant update – Chief Champion stated he is finalizing the Covid Grant 4480. They're hoping to 

close it out by the end of next week. He does not believe they will see any recovery of funds from 

the storm RPA, which was the Orange County mutual aid. The initiating departments that called 

for mutual aid is not filing for anything. He did receive an invitation to Highland Falls annual dinner 

on May 4. They were very appreciative of the personnel that were sent over. The individuals that 

went over that night were Firefighter Filancia, Lt. Rancourt, Lt. Kile, Firefighter Wells and Lt. Zittel. 

The chief was presented with a Certificate of Appreciation. There was also a Certificate of 

Appreciation from Senator James Skoufis, the New York State Assembly, and the Orange County 

Legislature. These letters of appreciation will be put in each firefighter's personnel file and kept on 

record. Commissioner Pignataro asked that the Chief pass along the Board’s congratulations and 
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thanks for their work. Chairman Komorsky approved getting frames for the certificates. Chief 

Champion stated that in regard to the Grant with the County, LaGrange has been asked to supply 

a certificate of insurance, which was done. Towards the end of last week he received an 

agreement from Dutchess County in regard to the contract for the ballistic wear reimbursement. It 

seems like a standard form that they have received in the past. There is a deadline of June 3 for 

having this form back to them. Attorney Hekle stated he has not reviewed it yet, but he will get it 

reviewed after he gets a copy of the prior approved contract for comparison. Chairman Komorsky 

asked what they were doing with the outdated gear. Chief Champion stated he will come up with a 

formal plan to present to the Board. Chief Champion stated the agreement is for reimbursement 

of 50% of the total cost, which for them will be $26,500 that the County will reimburse to them 

after they have purchased everything. They need to maintain an accurate inventory for the length 

of 10 years. The total cost is $53,000. All personnel have been training to act in the first wave for 

RTF/ASHER events. There is a tabletop ASHER exercise tomorrow. There are some people that are 

not comfortable going into that type of environment but there are enough personnel that they can 

work with them. Chief Champion stated the SAFER grant continues to have reimbursements 

submitted. He is working on another one for later this week or the beginning of next week. 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Sassi and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED to approve the agreement with 

Dutchess County for the purpose of purchasing the ballistic gear, contingent on 

Council’s review of the contract. Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - 

Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

- Station 2 Meeting Room Videoconferencing System – Chief Champion stated the company doing 

the installation has been backlogged. They are getting to this project as soon as possible. 

 

- Diesel Tank Accessories - Chief Champion stated they are currently doing the New York State 

inspections per DEC PBS. The chief reached out to Scott Price to get the cost of installing some 

bollards. He was supposed to come over this weekend prior to the holiday. The Chief has not had 

a chance to contact him to get that price yet. Chairman Komorsky asked if DEC had come to the 

station and the Chief said not since last year. Commissioner Pignataro asked if they keep a record 

of all inspections and Chief Champion said yes. The monthly inspections are to make sure that 

nothing is leaking out and that there are no changes to the container. With the installation of the 

bollards, that will give an additional level of protection as well. 

 

- HIPAA Compliance –Chief Champion stated he will be scheduling a meeting with Commissioner 

Sassi after this meeting. Commissioner Sassi stated he is off next week so that will be a good 

time. 

 

- Building Repairs/Repair Requests – Chairman Komorsky asked if anybody had anything that they 

had not already spoken about. Commissioner Sassi asked if there was any updates on reconciling 

the heat and the AC.  Chairman Komorsky stated they did get a report today that everything at 

Station 3 is up and running and fine there. They have not received the reconciliation yet for the 

heat and AC at Station 2. 
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NEW BUSINESS: - 

- Out of County Training – Chief Champion stated he has a request from a volunteer member to 

attend Westchester County WMCL Trauma Symposium on July 10th from 10:30 AM to 5:30 PM. 

This would require use of a district vehicle. 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Ward, the Board RESOLVED to allow Firefighter Sassi to attend the 

Westchester County WMCL Trauma Symposium on July 10th with the use of a district 

vehicle. Sassi – Abstain, Ward – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 
 
Chief Champion has received a request for Firefighter/Medic Tambini to attend a Rope Rescue 

Operational level class. He will need shift coverage for the 24-hour period of his regularly 

scheduled shift. The class runs from 7/9 through 7/12. It is in Oriskany, New York. He will need a 

vehicle, meals, and a hotel. Chairman Komorsky asked if there were any closer classes. Chief 

Champion stated there will be a trench rescue operational level and structural collapse series. 

The trench will be in Albany County and the structural will be in Westchester. He does not believe 

there any local rope classes coming up. Chairman Komorsky asked if there was anything in this 

class that a firefighter was not able to get here. Chief Champion stated in the past they have gone 

to Kingston to get a class like this. There may be something in the works that has not been 

publicized yet. Commissioner Ward stated he will not get State certification unless he goes to a 

State certified class. 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Ward and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED to allow Firefighter/Medic Tambini to 

attend a Rope Rescue class from July 9 – July 12 in Oriskany, to include travel, meals, 

and lodging.  Sassi– Aye, Ward – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 
 
Chief Champion stated he has a request for the Trench Rescue Operations Level. This is a State 

certified class. This will be in Albany County for September 25 and September 26. 

Firefighter/Medics Edgar and Rand are both requesting this training. The chief stated these are 

newer guys and he believes investing in their knowledge and education will go a long way in 

serving the district. He stated there is no cost for the state class. It would just be their coverage for 

the shift. 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Ward and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED to allow Firefighter/Medics Edgar and 

Rand to attend a Trench Rescue class from September 25 through September 26.  

Sassi– Aye, Ward – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 
 
Chief Champion stated he has a request for the New York State Structural Collapse Series Class. 

This is in Westchester Fire Academy and is also a State certified class. It starts on July 15 for a 

week. Firefighters Zaluski and O’Dell are asking to attend this class. They will need shift coverage 

and a vehicle to get there. This is the full series that includes tools and everything needed for a 

collapse.  

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Ward and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED to allow Firefighters Zaluski and O’Dell 

to attend the Structural Collapse Series at the Westchester Fire Academy from July 15 - 

19.  Sassi– Aye, Ward – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 
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- In County Training –  Chief Champion stated there will be an EV bus drill in conjunction with 

Arlington Central School District on the 11th and 12th of June. It is open to all departments and 

personnel. Some individuals have gone back to him that they are interested in attending. 

Commissioner Pignataro asked what would happen if there was a call during that time and Chief 

Champion stated they will respond from the drill. They will be in district. Commissioner Sassi 

asked if members had to attend both days or one or the other and Chief Champion stated they 

could attend just one. 

Chief Champion is working with Lieutenant Zittel to coordinate using Pleasant Valley's fire training 

house to get a few drills in. It will be mostly FAST skills, RIT skills, and emergency bailouts in the 

latter part of June.  

On June 28 there is the community gas exercise and the chief would like at least four people. This 

is covering both the gas emergency and medical emergency. There is a crew who said they would 

be coming from Empress and the duty staff will be going as well. It would be from 7 AM to 1 PM. If 

he can only get two approved, he could make it work but it would leave minimal people at the drill 

if there were any calls. Commissioner Ward stated it has been a common practice for them to 

participate in this with four people. 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Ward, the Board RESOLVED to allow four staff to participate in the 

Community Gas Exercise on June 28th. Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, 

Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 
 
Chief Champion stated tomorrow would be a tabletop exercise covering the ASHER topic. This is 

through the Dutchess County Department of Emergency Response. It will be from 8 AM to 1 PM. 

This is a precursor to a mass casualty type incident training that will happen later in the year. 

 

- New Member approval for Station 1 – Secretary Le stated this member has been approved by 

Station 1, Edward Stickter. He has had his physical and background check and is pending Board 

approval. 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Sassi and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Ward, the Board RESOLVED to approve new member Stickter at Station 

1. Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

- Surplus of model 500 AED’s – Chief Champion stated the Board has a copy of the list of AEDs that 

are no longer in service. This is due to a lack of being able to be serviced by the manufacturer. 

There are seven altogether and they have 2001 through 2006 manufacture dates. Chairman 

Komorsky asked what they do to dispose of them. Chief Champion stated they can surplus them 

and Jeff Lewkowski has a contact who will take them and service them and get them to another 

country where they can be used. Treasurer Pozniak asked if there was any value to anyone who 

could purchase these and Commissioner Ward said no. Chairman Komorsky stated LaGrange's 

name is on the equipment and he wants to make sure that they will not be held liable by some 

other country if the AEDs fail to work. Chief Champion stated it will be best to remove any 

markings. Commissioner Ward stated there is no embedded software that can be brought back to 

LaGrange. Commissioner Pignataro asked why somebody would buy them if there is no way to 

service them. Chief Champion stated they could be serviced but not by a fire district for 

emergency use. They will not meet code any longer. Commissioner Ward stated they are also 
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going to countries that are desperate for equipment. Attorney Hekle stated maybe they need a 

waiver of liability for the surplus equipment. Chairman Komorsky would like him to write that up. 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Ward and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Sassi, the Board RESOLVED to declare 7 AED’s as surplus and eligible 

to be disposed of with an appropriate liability waiver.  Sassi– Aye, Ward – Aye, 

Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

- FPAT scheduled for June 24th – pending DCDER approval - Chief Champion stated that the 

Department of Emergency Response has gotten back to them that the training center is available 

for the upcoming FPAT. He is working between LaGrange, Arlington, City of Poughkeepsie, and 

Fairview. At this time the current firefighter/medic list is going to be tested out. He has heard from 

Civil Service that the general eligible list for firefighters has been tested through the 100s and they 

have all passed. At this time it is just a new list of firefighter/medics that are going to be going 

through. The City of Poughkeepsie has requested 14 individuals from the residency list to go 

through. Chairman Komorsky asked who was managing this and Chief Champion said himself, 

Chief Steenburgen, and Chief Franco. Commissioner Ward stated the managing entity is 

Dutchess County Civil Service. Chief Champion asked for 2 to 3 people to help out with that. 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Sassi, the Board RESOLVED to allow three people to support the FPAT 

on June 24th.  Sassi– Aye, Ward – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

Chairman Komorsky asked if anyone had any additional new business. There was none. 

 

REPORTS: (by officers present) 

 Treasurer Pozniak – Treasurer Pozniak stated that his issue is in regard to the 207A payments 

to a retiree and he requested this be a discussion for executive session. 

 

 Chief Anthony Champion – Chief Champion stated that the emergency purchase for the new 

compressor is set for delivery and installation for the latter part of this week. There is a vacant 

spot in the bays behind the engine for it. 

There are some community events coming up. One is the reschedule for a Touch a Truck event 

at Acorn to Oaks. There will be an engine from Station 1 and the toddlers will come out and the 

officer will go over some of the items on the apparatus. They get plastic helmets and get to 

take pictures. This is a good PR event. Chairman Komorsky stated this can have a large effect 

on young people and can create very positive memories for them. There is a pending truck 

event with the Calvary Chapel on Fireman's Way. The date has not been determined on that as 

of yet. The Titusville School has requested the Fire District to come by on June 17 for the end of 

the year event from approximately 1:30 to 3 PM for their graduating class. He is requesting that 

Fire Prevention Officer Michael Henry go over with a truck. 

   Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Sassi, the Board RESOLVED to allow Firefighter Henry to take an engine 

to Titusville School on June 17 from 1:30 to 3 PM.  Sassi– Aye, Ward – Aye, Pignataro – 

Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 
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Chief Champion has received an e-mail communication for football standbys through the 

Arlington School District for Friday, September 6 at 16:00, Saturday, September 7 at 10:00, 

Friday, September 20 at 18:30, Saturday, October 5 at 13:30, Friday, October 18 at 18:30, with 

the caveat for the potential of additional playoff games, and they are scheduled to host state 

regional playoff games on November 23, no time has yet to be announced. There may be 

additional requests for standby. Commissioner Pignataro asked if the chief’s initial inclination 

is to try out standing by there, but responding to other calls in the district if necessary. Chief 

Champion stated if they put an ambulance there from one of the stations, than the other 

station will take first call in the district, regardless of where it is, as long as it is not right outside 

the high school. Commissioner Sassi asked if they would communicate to the school district 

that it will be a semi-dedicated ambulance and it may leave at some point if something critical 

comes up. Chief Champion said yes, if this happens more often than not, they may just get a 

staffed fly car to stay at the game. Some of the volunteers could standby at the game. 

Chairman Komorsky stated they used to have a suburban and some volunteers would go and 

standby that way. Chief Champion stated he will get the information out to the EMS members, 

and there may be some volunteers that want to help with standbys. Commissioner Pignataro 

stated he appreciates the chief’s attempt to minimize overtime and to still try to work this out. 

There was some discussion as to whether or not the school district thinks that this was a 

dedicated ambulance to only the football game. The Chief will make sure they understand that 

this. Commissioner Sassi wanted to make sure that if there is an event that they are required 

to be there for, it is handled differently. Treasurer Pozniak stated if they agree to be dedicated 

then they should bill for it. Attorney Hekle stated they should probably check into that because 

there are some Department of Ed. requirements for some events that require an ambulance to 

be on site the whole time. Commissioner Ward stated it would be no different then, if they had 

to leave to do a transport from there. There would not continue to be an ambulance there. 

Chairman Komorsky asked the attorney to find out what the criteria is for requiring on-duty 

EMS support. 
 
Chief Champion stated there have been no notable events, but they have had several EMS 

calls and auto accidents. 
 
In the course of updating access to the firehouses, the chief previously reached out to get a 

quote from a locksmith. The cost is to the point where he needs to get three estimates. He has 

reached out to 3 or 4 other locksmiths, and no one has gotten back to him. He has been 

waiting for 3 to 4 months. He is looking to see if he can move ahead with the quote he has 

received to take care of this building. They will still need to take care of Stations 1 & 3 with the 

locks. They have electronic locks on all of the doors but keys still work and the pushbutton 

locks still work. This needs to be addressed due to security purposes. Commissioner Ward 

stated he believes as long as they made a request to a vendor for a price, it doesn't matter if 

they don’t give a quote. Treasurer Pozniak stated they need to make a good-faith effort to get 

quotes. They need to document the dates that they called and should record all responses 

they got. Chairman Komorsky asked if there was an override system if someone needed to get 

into the Chief's office while he is away. The Chief said that Bria and Jen have access to his 

office and so does Jeff. There is also access to the keypads. 

 

Chief Champion was made aware today that there is a request on the website for a volunteer. 

He is working with Secretary Le to get that information to the Volunteer Membership 
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Committee. Chairman Komorsky asked if the website was all cleaned up. Chief Champion 

stated he and Secretary Le have access. He has to sit with Mike Henry to go over the login 

information so that he can understand the website and start putting items on there for 

upcoming events. Chairman Komorsky asked if everyone’s titles were correct and Chief 

Champion stated he believes they are. 
 
There is a working draft document for the Medical Director. He just needs to review and make 

sure he has the appropriate terms that are key to New York State and our county and region. It 

will then go to Attorney Hekle for review and then it will go to the proposed new Medical 

Director. Commissioner Sassi asked if that was compensation based. Chairman Komorsky 

said it is. 
 
Chief Champion stated he will be out of town from June 22 through June 30. During that time is 

the Central Hudson Community Emergency drill. He is working on some contingencies for 

when he comes back and having someone be a point person for that day. He will let the Board 

know what he will be doing as the time comes closer. 
 
Chief Champion stated he has three personnel items for executive session. 

 

 Department – Chairman Komorsky stated there was no report. 

 

 Union – There was no report. 

 

ABSTRACT:  $98,407.98 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Ward, the Board RESOLVED to pay the bills for the month of May as per 

the abstract for $98,407.98. Sassi – Aye, Ward– Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. 

Motion carried.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

At 7:12 PM, Chairman Komorsky opened the meeting to public comments.  

 

Ron Schulz asked when the replay for this meeting would be available. Secretary Le stated she hopes 

to have that availability up and running by the end of next month. Mr. Schulz asked if there would be a 

line item in the next budget to reflect the costs of all of the training sessions. He also asked for a 

review on a monthly basis for the cost of training to the taxpayers. Treasurer Pozniak stated they are 

looking to put a line in the 2025 budget and this year they are trying to figure out different ways to track 

the costs. It is not going to be one line item in the budget because things get designated differently. Mr. 

Schulz said that the total cost should be in some way available to the public. Commissioner Ward 

stated that planning for training is difficult because some classes cost money, and some don’t. There 

is no way to know in any year what the planned schedule for training is going to be. The second issue is 

the overtime for a training event depends on the individual’s schedule. They know what the overtime is 

annually historically and part of that is due to training. A lot of the courses are fundamental for doing 

their jobs. Treasurer Pozniak stated they will work on a way to track it this year. Chairman Komorsky 

asked if there was a concern about spending funds unnecessarily on training. Mr. Schulz stated he 

was asking for accountability for what is being spent.  
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At 7:24 PM, Chairman Komorsky closed the public comment section of the meeting.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 6:53 PM, upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro and SECONDED 

by Commissioner Sassi, the Board RESOLVED to go into Executive Session to discuss a 

207A personnel issue from Treasurer Pozniak, three personnel issues from Chief 

Champion, one contractual from Commissioner Ward, two personnel issues from 

Commissioner Sassi. Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion 

Carried.  

 

OPEN SESSION: 

At 8:35 PM, the Board resumed Open Session.  

 

PREPARE 5/28/24 MEETING AGENDA:  Secretary Le will prepare this. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

At 8:35 PM, upon a Motion made by Commissioner Sassi and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting. Pignataro – 

Aye, Ward – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by Julie Beyer on behalf of Bria Le – District Secretary  

     Approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners on 6/11/24 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  






