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BoFC Regular Meeting 10/24/23  
 
Please note that this meeting was conducted in person at 504 Freedom Plains Road in Poughkeepsie, NY AND open for 

public viewing and/or listening via Microsoft Teams. 

MINUTES  

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS  

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, October 24th, 2023  
  

  

ATTENDEES:  Chairman Marc Komorsky   Commissioner Richard Sassi  

Commissioner Anthony Pignataro  Commissioner Barry Ward   

 Commissioner George Burns  Chief Tim O’Connor   

Deputy Chief Anthony Champion EMS Administrator Michael Benenati  

Secretary Bria Le    

 

At 6:03 pm, Chairman Marc Komorsky called the Board of Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting to 

order for Tuesday, October 24th, 2023, and led the Pledge of Allegiance. He welcomed everyone to the 

meeting.  

 

MINUTES: - 10/10/23 Regular Meeting and 10/17/23 Budget Hearing, & 10/17/23 Special Meeting  

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Sassi, the Board RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the 10/10/23 

Regular Meeting. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. 

Motion Carried.   

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Sassi, the Board RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the 10/17/23 

Budget Hearing. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. 

Motion Carried.  

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Sassi, the Board RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the 10/17/23 

Special Meeting. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. 

Motion Carried. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: - None 

 

ROOM USE REQUESTS:  

- Station 1 Parking Lot from Deputy Chief Champion for November 25th through December 3rd for 

vehicles to be parked in the back lot during the time the Deputy Chief is away on a trip.  

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Burns and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED to allow the use of the parking lot at 

Station 1 in the back for vehicles from November 25th through December 3rd. Burns – 

Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

 OLD BUSINESS/UNRESOLVED ITEMS:  

- Station 1 Building update – Commissioner Ward stated there is no new information at this time.   

 

- Station 1 & 3 Roof Replacement – Commissioner Ward stated the work is all done, and this item 

can be removed from the agenda. There should be an invoice tonight for Station 3 and one coming 

shortly for Station 1. Chairman Komorsky stated they did a nice job on the roofs.  
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- Station 3 Storage Room – Commissioner Ward stated nothing has been done yet. 

 

- Station 2 Brick Pointing – Commissioner Ward stated this is in process, but they may see something 

at the next meeting.  

 

- Physicals status update – Commissioner Sassi stated that this is a work in progress, but there is 

nothing to report at this time.  

 

- ESO Reporting status update – Deputy Chief Champion said he is learning the ins and outs of the 

new program, and they are progressing forward.   

 

- Grant update – Deputy Chief Champion said he had a meeting this week with FEMA. The money 

was distributed appropriately, and they are waiting for the compilation of data for Mr. Silverman. 

They need to get invoices for Manpower as well to get it to Mr. Dabney. Chairman Komorsky asked 

if there was a deadline for this and Deputy Chief Champion said he did not believe so. He also met 

with a different FEMA representative today on a potential reimbursement for the storm response.  

FEMA is looking at the mutual aid agreement and has to do their due diligence before they can give 

the determination. Nothing has been submitted to them yet other than the initial paperwork 

stating that LaGrange is interested in trying to get reimbursement. Chief O’Connor stated, in order 

to go through the other municipalities, of which some are volunteers, that it would require those 

volunteer agencies to file for a grant and there is nothing those agencies would get from the grant 

other than transferring money to LaGrange. So now LaGrange is looking to see if they can file for 

that labor reimbursement on their own. If they can do that, it is probably worth following through 

on the rest. If they cannot file on their own and have to go through trying to get other agencies to 

file for grants, it is probably not even worth going after. They do have all of the records compiled 

for their information. Chairperson Komorsky asked if there were any state funds available in this 

type of situation and District Chief O’Connor stated the law says a home agency has to apply for 

reimbursement. Any aid received has to be submitted through that. Now they are waiting to hear 

back from FEMA. Arlington Fire District is also waiting to hear from FEMA on this matter. 

 

- Station 2 Meeting Room Videoconferencing system – Deputy Chief Champion stated Jeff 

Lenkowski, from Salesmsys, is facilitating the installation of a second ceiling-mounted projector 

and screen for $3,456.00 because the old projector recently burned out. He said an RFP still 

needs to be put together to address the remaining issues for the upgrade to an audio digital 

system and communication between Station 1 and Station 2.  Chairman Komorsky asked what 

happened to the other vendor that came in. Deputy Chief Champion stated he presented a 

conceptual proposal, but it has to be transformed into more detailed specifications and that has 

not been done yet. EMS Administrator Benenati stated that vendor gives information towards 

developing a spec. Since then, the projector that has been in use has burned out. The Deputy 

Chief is proposing a temporary replacement of the video portion of that so the Board will have 

something for the meetings. He is not addressing the audio component of that. That will be the 

additional work that will need to continue. This is an interim solution for the system that is in place 

tonight. Chairman Komorsky asked EMS Administrator Benenati what the timeline would be on 

getting something completed. EMS Administrator Benenati stated it would depend on how quickly 

they get their things done, but at this point it is on the back burner. Commissioner Pignataro 

stated Mr. Lenkowski came to the Board with information and was going to come back with a 
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proposal. Deputy Chief Champion stated Jeff was going to reach out to Blue Dragon, the company 

that did the cameras, to come up with a proposal for audio, room camera, digital mics, and the 

removal of the analog system. Deputy Chief Champion said he is going to reach out to Hudson 

Valley AV again and Hughes, on Vassar Road, to get their recommendations.  

 

- Diesel Tank Accessories – Deputy Chief Champion stated that he has followed up with the vendor 

about putting in the bollards and that he has not heard from New York State about PBS 

registration. He is also waiting to hear back from Vasco about the removal of the red waste oil 

tank. They are working on a process for creating quarterly PBA Inspections for the staff to do 

quarterly. That will meet DEC’s requirements. Chairman Komorsky asked what should be done if 

there is an inspection right now. Deputy Chief Champion stated DEC should be aware of the 

status of the paperwork in the process they looked at and he would let them know they are in the 

process of getting additional bollards and additional containment put in. 

 

- HIPAA Compliance – Deputy Chief Champion said this is pending the group review. 

 

- Building Repairs/Repair Requests – there were none. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: - 

Out of County Training Requests 

DC Champion stated there is a Fire Instructor I class in Montour Falls from 12/11 – 12/15 and 

Firefighter Zaluski would like permission to attend. He said the costs would include overtime 

and use of a district vehicle. 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Burns, the Board RESOLVED to approve Firefighter Zaluski’s 

attendance from December 11 through December 15, 2023, in Montour Falls for Fire 

Instructor I. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. 

Motion Carried. 
 
NYS Volunteer Firefighter Cancer Benefit – Proposal for Coverage 

Chairman Komorsky stated they have done this every year for several years. He asked if there 

were questions or comments from the Board and there were none. 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Burns, the Board RESOLVED to accept the Proposal for Coverage for 

the Enhanced Plan (proposal attached). Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, 

Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 
 

MES Turnout Gear Quote 

Chairman Komorsky read the Turnout Gear Quote from Municipal Emergency Services (MES).  

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Ward and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Burns, the Board RESOLVED to approve the purchase of turnout gear 

from MES as per the quote of $21,691.25 (attached). Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, 

Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 
 

Resolutions for Commissioner Election 2023  

Commissioner Pignataro read the Resolutions for the 2023 Commissioner Election (attached). 
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Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Sassi and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Burns, the Board RESOLVED to accept the resolutions for the 

Commissioner Election for 2023. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, 

Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

REPORTS: (by officers present) 

- Treasurer Mark Pozniak – (no report) 

    

- Chief Tim O’Connor  

AWARD – Chief O’Connor notified the Board that EMS Administrator Michael Benenati received an 

award - the New York State Commissioner of Health Award for Excellence - at the Vital Signs 

Conference.  

   

EXECUTIVE – One personnel item for Executive Session. 

 

- EMS Administrator Michael Benenati 

UPDATES – EMS Administrator Michael Benenati reported that they are working on renewing the 

controlled substance agreement with Mid Hudson Regional Medical Center. The current 

agreement expires on November 30, 2023. It is a slow process and there have been no issues. 

They are switching from four sets of advanced life support gear to five, so it will cost a little more. 

He will bring the pricing to the Board when they are ready for approval.  Brendan Whalen’s CME 

packet is completed and submitted to NYS. Tyler Edgar has been approved to work as a 

paramedic effective October 19, 2023. They have changed the controlled substance agent from 

Tom Martell to Scott Merritt and the Chairman will need to sign that paperwork. An ALS class was 

held on October 13th and a PALS class is scheduled on October 27th,  both are in conjunction with 

the Arlington Fire District. EMS Administrator Benenati is working on the paramedic core class in 

the Fall with AFD as well as on the EMS conferences. They have been working on updating the 

CME notebooks. He has been working with the District Chief on the PALS cards. They are working 

on getting information out and back from people about the Dutchess County Community College 

EMS Connections conference in November and the Ulster County EMS conference. He said he 

needs authorization to attend the HV Regional Medical Advisory Committee meeting on Monday, 

November 6 at the regional office in Newburgh.  

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Ward, the Board RESOLVED to allow EMS Administrator Benenati to 

attend the Hudson Valley Regional Medical Advisory Committee meeting on Monday, 

November 6th at the regional office in Newburgh. Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Burns – 

Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 
 
Commissioner Sassi asked if there was a timeline when the quarterly meetings were going to 

happen with the staff that are not immediately due. EMS Administrator Benenati stated they have 

been happening. He stated he is doing everything in date order. There is a lot of information from 

EMS week that needs to be entered. The next batch of people expire at the end of June, so he is 

working one hundred percent of the time to get the CME information straightened out.  It is an 

ongoing process. Commissioner Sassi asked if the MOU states they have to meet with everyone 

on a quarterly basis, when was that timeline going to start. EMS Administrator Benenati stated 

there is no specific timeline as he has never had to do it that way before. It seems like it is a full-
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time task, and it seems as soon as he is done with the 35 people on staff, it will be time to restart 

the process again. 

 

- Deputy Chief Anthony Champion 

Updates - Deputy Chief Champion stated he has obtained academy lodging for the training going 

on in Montour Falls. The cost will be $105 for the entire stay. Since the last meeting, the Board has 

received a notification from the lieutenant about the status of the rigs. 47-71 will be picked up by 

VCI on Thursday to address electrical issues and doorstop issues that have been ongoing. 47-74 

has a new module being ordered for the locking mechanism. The one that is there was 

malfunctioning and is no longer manufactured.47-31 had an issue with the exhaust due to a pipe 

being separated and a fan issue. That part will be replaced. There is an ongoing process with the 

Chief regarding reviewing all of the work that he does. There were a couple of accidents the 

previous day that the Board has been informed about. As of right now, the items will be sent to the 

Safety Committee to be investigated and reviewed and they will be discussed with the individuals 

involved. One incident was with 47-89 on Taconic being used for blocking personnel. The vehicle 

was struck from behind and there are minor damages to the vehicle. They do have a plan of 

correction for this. Commissioner Pignataro asked if anyone was close to this incident and the 

Deputy Chief said no. Commissioner Pignataro stated it is good to see the training on vehicle 

positioning working. Deputy Chief Champion stated the second incident was 47-13 returning to 

the Station and struck the building edging while backing in. It looks as though the rubber rail on 

the outside of the building can be reattached with some additional wiring to the light that is 

installed in it. There is no damage to 13. It does look like there was a prior dimpling incident on the 

bumper that was not reported so he is not sure when that may have happened. Commissioner 

Pignataro stated there was a backing incident a year ago and there was supposed to be additional 

training and spotters in place. He asked if the members involved were present at that additional 

training. The Deputy Chief stated, to his knowledge, all the staff were at the training and informed 

to use spotters. The individuals involved have been spoken to and understand the ramifications of 

lack of judgment. This will go to the Safety Committee for review, and they will speak with the 

individuals again. They will also review the importance of having spotters with everyone. The 

Board will be informed of the outcome. Commissioner Pignataro asked when they would expect 

that. The Deputy Chief said it could be a week or two. 

 

Executive – Deputy Chief Champion has four personnel matters for Executive Session. 

 

Specs for Tahoe Customizations – Deputy Chief Champion stated the specs have been uploaded 

for the Board’s review in Teams. Once the Board’s approval is granted, he would like to move 

forward with the advertisements. The Comptroller has reviewed it and has no issues with it.  

 

- Department – Chairman Komorsky stated he spoke with Bob McCourt, and he said to say hi to 

everyone.   

 

- Union – no report. 
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ABSTRACT:  $263,771.53 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Burns and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED to pay the bills for the Month of 

October as per the abstract for $263,771.53. Pignataro – Aye, Burns– Aye, Sassi – Aye, 

Ward – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion carried.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

At 6:44 PM, Chairman Komorsky opened the meeting to public comments. 

 

- Commissioner Pignataro asked how Safety Day went. Deputy Chief Champion stated it went well 

until it started to rain.  
 

- Firefighter/Paramedic Tom Martell thanked District Chief O’Conner for his time in LaGrange. He 

said from his personal perspective, he has been a mentor, helped guided him through being a 

lieutenant, and was instrumental in being a positive influence. He said he wished the Chief well in 

his retirement.   

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 6:46 PM, upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro and SECONDED 

by Commissioner Burns, the Board RESOLVED to go into Executive Session to discuss 

two personnel items from Chairman Komorsky, one personnel item from the Chief, 

four personnel items from the Deputy Chief, one legal item from Secretary Le, one 

personnel item from Commissioner Sassi, and two contractual items from 

Commissioner Ward. Pignataro – Aye, Burns – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky – 

Aye. Motion carried. 

 

OPEN SESSION: 

At 19:59 PM the Board resumed Open Session.  

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Burns and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED to drop the fifteen inactive volunteers 

from the district membership. Pignataro – Aye, Burns– Aye, Sassi – Nay, Ward – Aye, 

Komorsky – Aye. Motion carried. 

 

PREPARE 11/14/23 MEETING AGENDA:  Secretary Le will prepare this.  

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

At 20:01 PM, upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Burns and SECONDED 

by Commissioner Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting. Pignataro – 

Aye, Burns – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by Julie Beyer on behalf of Bria Le – District Secretary 

Approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners on 11/14/23 

 



New York State Volunteer Firefighter Cancer Benefit Program

Proposal for Coverage

 

 

Effective Date: 01/01/2024 Anniversary Date: January  1

Fire Entity Name: LaGrange Fire District

Insurer: Hartford Life and Accident Insurance Company

Current Plan Selection:  Enhanced Plan

The NYS Volunteer Cancer Benefit Program offers two plans. One plan offers coverage for specific severe and less
severe cancers listed in GML 205-CC. The second plan offers coverage for all types of severe and less severe forms
of cancer.

There are two coverage components for both plans required by GML 205 - CC:

Lump Sum Cancer Benefit and Death Benefit1.

Long-Term Disability2.

Estimated annual premiums are based on the Eligible Firefighter roster data provided by the fire entity or
municipality.

Option1: Basic Plan

Component 1    Lump Sum Cancer Benefit and Death Benefit

Annual Rate per firefighter: $112.01

Maximum Benefit per diagnosis: $6,250 (less severe forms of cancer)

$25,000 (severe forms of cancer)

Death Benefit per firefighter: $50,000

Component 2    Long-Term Disability

Annual Rate per firefighter: $35.06

Monthly Benefit per firefighter: $1,500

Option1:Estimated Annual Premium for Firefighters: $1400.58

Option2: Enhanced Plan

Component 1     Lump Sum Cancer Benefit and Death Benefit

Annual Rate per firefighter: $146.89

Maximum Benefit per diagnosis: $6,250 (less severe forms of cancer)

$25,000 (severe forms of cancer)

Death Benefit per firefighter: $50,000

Component 2     Long-Term Disability

Annual Rate per firefighter: $40.82

Monthly Benefit per firefighter: $1,500

Option2:Estimated Annual Premium for Firefighters: $1795.46

This overview is not a part of the policy(ies) and does not provide or explain all provisions of the policy(ies).

10/23/2023



 

 

Effective Date: 01/01/2024 Anniversary Date: January  1

Fire Entity Name: LaGrange Fire District

Insurer: Hartford Life and Accident Insurance Company

Current Plan Selection:  Enhanced Plan

Plan Selection

Basic Plan - offers coverage for specific severe and less severe cancers listed in GML 205-CC

Enhanced Plan - offers coverage for all types of severe and less severe forms of cancer

Signature Date

Print Name Title

Please indicate the plan selection for the 01/01/2024-01/01/2025 plan year and return

this completed form to FFCP@aisadmin.com

This overview is not a part of the policy(ies) and does not provide or explain all provisions of the policy(ies).

10/23/2023





Resolutions for Commissioner Elections 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Annual Fire District Election will take place on December 12th, 2023  

 Between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. with voting to take place at the following 

locations:   

  Firehouse #1, 2388 Route 82, for residents of General Election Districts 7, 9, & 10;  

 Firehouse #2, 504 Freedom Plains Road, for residents of General Election Districts 1, 5, 6, 

8, & 12;   

Firehouse #3, 21 Red Oaks Mill Road, for residents of General Election Districts 2, 3, 4, & 

11; 
  

 AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that each Candidate shall submit a petition setting forth their 

desired candidacy, subscribed by twenty-five (25) qualified voters of the LaGrange Fire 

District, to the Fire District Office, no later than November 22nd, 2023 at 5:00 pm; 

 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson and Election Inspectors/Ballot Clerks 

be compensated in the amount of $70.00 for their services and attendance at the annual 

election and to prepare the registers on 11/27/23;  

 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in case of any of the members appointed herein are 

unable to assume or perform the duties required of them, this Board of Fire Commissioners 

will appoint alternates who are resident electors; 

 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, if clerical help is deemed necessary, this Board of Fire 

Commissioners will consider the appointment of such clerical persons upon request of the 

Chairperson of the Fire District Board of Elections.  

   

The 2023 Election Board shall include: 

 

Chairperson  Station   1 Maureen Vogel  

Ballot Clerk  Station   1 Nivo Rovedo 

Election Inspector   Station  2 Eileen Cirigliano 

Ballot Clerk  Station   2 Lisa Owens 

Election Inspector Station   3 Judyth Petschko  

Ballot Clerk  Station   3 Jeanne Gensch 

 

 

    

 






