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BoFC Regular Meeting 6/13/23  
 
Please note that this meeting was conducted in person at 504 Freedom Plains Road in Poughkeepsie, NY AND open for public 

viewing and/or listening via Microsoft Teams. 

MINUTES  

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS  

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, June 13th, 2023  
  

  
ATTENDEES: Chairman Marc Komorsky (absent) Commissioner George Burns (absent) 

   Commissioner Richard Sassi  Commissioner Anthony Pignataro 

   Commissioner Barry Ward  Chief Tim O’Connor   

   Deputy Chief Anthony Champion EMS Administrator Michael Benenati 

   Treasurer Mark Pozniak   Secretary Bria Le   

  

At 6:00 pm, Acting Chairman Rich Sassi called the Regular Meeting of the LaGrange Fire District Board of 

Fire Commissioners to order for Tuesday, June 13th, 2023. He then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

  

MINUTES:  5/9/23 & 5/23/23 Regular Meetings, 5/23/23 & 6/6/23 Special Meetings, and 5/23/23 Public 

Hearing 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Ward, the Board RESOLVED to accept the Regular (Meeting) minutes for 

Tuesday, May 9th. Pignataro – Aye, Ward – Aye, Sassi – Aye. Motion Carried.   

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Ward, the Board RESOLVED 

to accept the minutes for the Regular Meeting on Tuesday, May 23rd. Pignataro – Aye, 

Ward – Aye, Sassi – Aye. Motion Carried.   

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Ward, the Board RESOLVED 

to accept the minutes for the Special Meeting on May 23rd. Pignataro – Aye, Ward – Aye, 

Sassi – Aye. Motion Carried.  

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Ward, the Board RESOLVED 

to accept the June 6th Special Meeting minutes. Pignataro – Aye, Ward – Aye, Sassi – Aye. 

Motion Carried.  

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Ward, the Board RESOLVED 

to accept the minutes for the May 23rd Public Hearing. Pignataro – Aye, Ward – Aye, Sassi – 

Aye. Motion Carried.   

    

CORRESPONDENCE:  

- Letter from Make EMS Essential 

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Ward, the Board RESOLVED 

to support the Make EMS Essential organization per the request of the EMS Administrator. 

Pignataro – Aye, Ward – Aye, Sassi – Aye. Motion Carried.  
 

- Letter of Resignation – Rivera. Sassi wished Rivera luck on his new endeavor.  

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Ward, the Board RESOLVED 

to accept the resignation of Firefighter/Paramedic Daniel Rivera. Pignataro – Aye, Ward – 

Aye, Sassi – Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

ROOM USE REQUESTS:  

- Station 2 for blood drive – proposed date change from 10/19/23 to 10/12/23 @ 11 am.   
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Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Ward, the Board RESOLVED 

to allow the Red Cross to use Station 2 for a blood drive on the proposed date of 10/12/23 

at 11 am. Pignataro – Aye, Ward – Aye, Sassi – Aye. Motion Carried.  

 

OLD BUSINESS/UNRESOLVED ITEMS:  

- Volunteer Firefighter & Ambulance Worker Tax Exemption – District Secretary Bria Le said the Board 

has not adopted the resolution yet.  

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Ward, the Board RESOLVED 

to accept the Volunteer Firefighter/Ambulance Worker Partial Tax Exemption (full 

resolution attached) for the LaGrange Fire District. Pignataro – Aye, Ward – Aye, Sassi – 

Aye. Motion Carried.     
 

- Station 3 Outside Fire – Fire Chief Tim O’Connor reported that he received an email earlier that 

morning about the insurance company recoveries and that the amount will be a couple thousand less 

than the total bill.       
  

- EMS Cost Recovery – Sassi said the process is still moving along and he understands that some internal 

training was done with the staff. He said the reimbursements are continuing and they are on or above 

target for the recoveries at this point. Pignataro asked if the Board needs to do any auditing to make 

sure that Proclaim is being thorough in their work. Brief discussion followed about an audit and finding 

a company to conduct one. Treasurer Mark Pozniak reviewed the recovery funds received so far and a 

brief discussion followed regarding anticipated recoveries for the remainder of the year.   
 

- Station 2 Brick Pointing – Ward said there was no new news.      
 

- Station 1 & 3 Roof Replacements – Ward said that they are going to have a meeting with the engineer 

and purchasing co-op and the process is moving forward.  
 

- Station 3 Storage Room– Ward said there is no new news.   
 

- Station 1 Building Update – Ward said that the initial electronic analysis has been started. He said the 

engineer expects to have a plan for the three years that have been allocated within the next 30 to 60 

days.  
 

- Station 3 Boiler – Deputy Chief Anthony Champion said that the work is slated to start at the end of 

the month.  
 

- ESO Reporting status update – Chief O’Connor said he had no update.     
 

- Mechanic’s Position – DC Champion said that interviews were held and he would like to discuss further 

in Executive Session. Brief discussion followed regarding the position and the job duties.          
 

- Physicals Status Update – Sassi said they have a response from the Union on the last draft and they 

can discuss it in Executive Session. Brief discussion followed regarding the physical at Tek.   
 

- Grant Update – Chief O’Connor reported that they were approved for the contract services in the 

amount of $15,237.64. He said that the equipment grant is under final review and expected to be 

approved for the amount of $104,496.83 and that the labor grant is under final review and also 

expected to be approved for the amount of $561,666.66. Discussion followed regarding the need to 

pull together the supporting documentation and recovering the administrative costs. O’Connor then 
reviewed his ongoing work on the SAFER grant and further discussion followed.      
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- Door Security & Camera status – Ward said that he hasn’t spoken to (Jeff) Lenkowski so he doesn’t 
have an update.   

 
- Station 2 Meeting Room Videoconferencing System –EMS Administrator Michael Benenati said they 

were still waiting to hear back from the vendor.  
 

- Diesel Tank Accessories – Deputy Chief Champion said that he is still waiting for the estimate for a 

secondary overflow prevention. He said he received the standards for the additional bollards and said 

he will come back to the Board when the quantity is confirmed. Champion noted that he is waiting on 

confirmation that the District is registered with NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation on PBS 

(petroleum bulk storage).    
 

- Station 3 Water Testing – Sassi said they could drop this item from the agenda as they have done the 

testing at all three stations. Champion said that he has been checking the softener and there have 

been no issues.  
 

- Sta 2 Office Furniture – DC Champion said the bulk of the office furniture has arrived and that the 

chairs are in route. He said he held out on getting some additional items for his office until he could see 

how the desk would affect the layout and noted he would be going back to Hudson Valley Office 

Furniture to finish the room.   
 

- Station 2 Storage Room Shelving – Champion said the work should be starting later in the week.  
 

- HIPAA Compliance – Deputy Chief Champion requested clarification on what the Board was looking for 

under HIPAA Compliance. Brief discussion followed regarding the Notice of Privacy Practices and the 

HIPAA policy and handbook.   
 

- Building Repairs/Repair Requests – None.   

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

- Out of County Training Requests – Swiftwater Rescue Tech in Ariskany & Fire Instructor II in Albany. 

Chief O’Connor said he has a request from one person to attend the Swiftwater Rescue Tech class in 

Ariskany in September. He said that it is a state class, so the only cost to cover is travel and labor, and 

that he would like to send four people total. Discussion followed about the class and potential 

participants.  

Upon a MOTION made by Ward and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to send up to four people to the class. Further discussion followed regarding the swiftwater 

rescue teams. Pignataro – Aye, Ward – Aye, Sassi – Aye. Motion Carried.  
 
O’Connor said he received a request from Nate Trott to attend a Fire Instructor II class in Albany and 

noted that DC Champion needs the class also.     

Pignataro made a MOTION to approve the class, there was no SECOND. Motion 

Failed. Tabled for Executive Session.  
 
- Proposal for Minutes – Secretary Le reviewed the proposal from Julie Beyer to prepare the minutes for 

the board meetings. Brief discussion followed regarding the proposal.  

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board 

RESOLVED to enter into an arrangement with Julie J. Beyer of Hopewell Junction for the 

LaGrange Fire District minutes at a rate of $180 for the first 10 pages and a $10 for each 
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page after that. Brief discussion followed regarding the minutes. Pignataro – Aye, Ward – 

Aye, Sassi – Aye. Motion Carried.  
 

- Station 2 Landscaping – Ward said that (Company 2 Vice President) Jeff Kaiser contacted him about a 

proposal he got to do some work out front at Station 2. He said Company 2 would pay for the work on 

the monument and requested the District do the general landscape work. Ward reviewed the 

proposed work and said the total cost for the improvements would be $5725 said the vendor is 

Landscapes by Leonard.    

Upon a MOTION made by Ward and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to approve the investment. Pignataro – Aye, Ward – Aye, Sassi – Aye. Motion Carried.    

  

REPORTS: (by officers present)         

• Treasurer –  

FINANCIALS: Pozniak said he highlighted the EMS cost recovery line in the budget for the Board and 

noted that he also highlighted a few items that are high in the budget. (Treasurer’s Report 

attached) 
 
GRANT: Pozniak reported that they contacted Manpower for help pulling together documentation 

for the COVID grant. He said they interviewed a candidate and then he recommended they contract 

with Manpower for this person. He said the bulk of the cost would be covered by the 

administration portion of the grant. He also said that there is the potential to keep the person on a 

day or two a week to fill in if needed. Brief discussion followed regarding the work needed.   

Upon a MOTION made by Ward and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to go forward with the Manpower request as defined by the Treasurer. Pignataro – Aye, 

Ward – Aye, Sassi – Aye. Motion Carried. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: Pozniak said that, related to hiring, he wanted to bring up a confidentiality 

agreement. He said he had one item for Executive Session related to a confidentiality agreement, 

one item related to the bookkeeper, and one additional item related to a retired personnel 

member.  

  

• Chief –  

LAGRANGE COMMUNITY DAY: Chief O’Connor said LaGrange Community Day was the prior 

Saturday but the Fire District didn’t receive a request to attend until five days prior to the event. He 
said that they did the same as last year and put an ambulance and an engine there. He noted that 

he was out of town but that he heard it was packed and said it was good PR for the District. 

Discussion followed about the staff at the event.   
 
IN COUNTY TRAINING: O’Connor reported that Randi Port signed up for the Fire Officer I class that 

is being held at the County in July.   
 
PERSONNEL: The Chief said the candidates are doing well and back in LaGrange training.  He said 

the goal is to get them on group and tailor their training in July. He said the gentleman in 

Westchester will graduate in July and do his daytime training after that.   
 
SAFETY: Chief O’Connor said that he has the Safety Committee looking at three issues and briefly 

reviewed two of the incidents. He said he would bring up the third one in Executive Session as it 

deals with the personnel and patient information.    
 



LAGRANGE FIRE DISTRICT  
504 Freedom Plains Rd • Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

  

 

 

BoFC Regular Meeting 6/13/23  
 
Please note that this meeting was conducted in person at 504 Freedom Plains Road in Poughkeepsie, NY AND open for public 

viewing and/or listening via Microsoft Teams. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Chief O’Connor said that for Executive Session he had one legal issue 

regarding the EMS call and four personnel items.  

 

• EMS Administrator –  
ALS GEAR: EMS Administrator Michael Benenati said he wasn’t looking for authorization that night 
for the fifth set of ALS gear but he wanted to bring it to the Board’s attention that they are having 
some operational challenges with only having four sets. He said the total, without the medications, 

would be about $47,800 and would like the Board to consider approving it at the next meeting or 

two. Brief discussion followed regarding the current gear and the funding for the fifth set.  
 
DIRECT PAY LEGISLATION: Benenati said that the NYS Assembly and Senate approved the Direct Pay 

Legislation and has been forwarded to the Governor to sign. He described how it would affect the 

EMS cost recovery program.  

 

• Deputy Chief –  

SURPLUS VEHICLES: Deputy Chief Champion said they have an old Tahoe and an old pickup truck 

that he would like to have the Board declare surplus and said they have no value. He said he would 

like to list them on GovDeals to find someone who might need them or dispose of them as scrap. 

Benenati listed the Tahoe as a 2006 with VIN 1GNEK13Z36J119591 and the old maintenance vehicle 

as a 2007 Ford F-350 with VIN 1FTWF31P77EA00211. Pozniak recommended listed them on 

GovDeals. 

Upon a MOTION made by Ward and SECONDED Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED to 

surplus the 2006 Chevy Tahoe and 2007 Ford F-350 with the VIN specified (and list) on 

GovDeals with no reserve. Pignataro – Aye, Ward – Aye, Sassi – Aye. Motion Carried.         
 
PETROLEUM BULK STORAGE: The Deputy Chief said he received an estimate from Optima to 

perform quarterly BPS inspections at $850 per visit. He said the inspections could be done in-house 

but he has to verify the regulations and whether any qualifications are necessary. Brief discussion 

followed regarding the storage and the estimate. 
 
UPDATES: DC Champion reported that the new Tahoes did receive their new graphics. He said the 

Board previously approved the forward movement of the rest of the vehicles but conversations 

after that meeting revealed that the total sum of the project comes above the state’s requirements 
for purchasing without a sealed bid. He said he is working on putting a sealed bid (request) 

together and will bring that back to the Board to advertise. Champion then gave brief updates on 

the new pickup truck, a new compressor for Station 2, and the status of vehicle maintenance.        

 

• Department – (no report)  

 

• Union – (no report)  

 

ABSTRACT: $344,933.12 

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Ward, the Board RESOLVED 

to pay the bills (as per the abstract) for $344,933.12. Pignataro – Aye, Ward – Aye, Sassi – 

Aye. Motion Carried.   
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PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

At 7:15 pm, Sassi opened the meeting to public comments. There were no public comments.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 7:16 pm, upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Ward, the 

Board RESOLVED to go into Executive Session to discuss three personnel and one 

contractual item from Sassi, one personnel item from the Deputy Chief, two personnel and 

one contractual item from the Treasurer, four personnel items and one legal from the 

Chief, and seven total personnel and contractual items from Ward. Pignataro – Aye, Ward – 

Aye, Sassi - Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

OPEN SESSION & PERSONNEL: 

At 10:08 pm the Board resumed Open Session.  

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Ward, the Board RESOLVED 

to pay out the accrued personal time to retired employee #31. Pignataro – Aye, Ward – 

Aye, Sassi - Aye. Motion Carried. 

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Ward, the Board RESOLVED 

to approve the position of an automotive and equipment mechanic, part time up to 20 

hours, at the rate of $25.00 per hour, contingent on a clean Civil Service application process 

and background investigation. Pignataro – Aye, Ward – Aye, Sassi - Aye. Motion Carried. 

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Ward, the Board RESOLVED 

to approve to offer the position of a full-time provisional bookkeeper at an hourly rate of 

$25.00 per hour, contingent on all civil service application approvals and background 

investigation. Pignataro – Aye, Ward – Aye, Sassi - Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Ward, the Board RESOLVED 

to adjourn the meeting.  Pignataro – Aye, Ward – Aye, Sassi - Aye. Motion Carried.  

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

  

Bria Le – District Secretary 
Approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners on 7/11/23  






















