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Please note that this meeting was conducted in person at 504 Freedom Plains Road in Poughkeepsie, NY AND open for public 
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MINUTES  

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS  

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, May 23rd, 2023  
  

  
ATTENDEES: Chairman Marc Komorsky  Commissioner George Burns  

   Commissioner Richard Sassi  Commissioner Anthony Pignataro 

   Commissioner Barry Ward  Chief Tim O’Connor   

   Deputy Chief Anthony Champion EMS Administrator Michael Benenati 

   Secretary Bria Le   

  

At 6:15 pm (immediately following the conclusion of the 5/23/23 Public Hearing), Chairman Marc Komorsky 

called the meeting to order for the May 23rd, 2023, Regular Meeting.     

  

MINUTES:  4/25/23 Regular Meeting 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Burns and SECONDED by Commissioner 

Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED to accept the minutes of the 4/25/23 Regular Meeting. 

Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

Komorsky said they were going to move around on the agenda for the sake of time.     

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

- EMS Week Proclamation – Komorsky read the proclamation (attached).  

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Commissioner Sassi, the 

Board RESOLVED to accept the EMS Week Proclamation. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi 

– Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried. 
 
MINUTES: (cont.)  

Pignataro asked to rescind his motion on the 4/25/23 minutes as he was not at that meeting.  

Upon a MOTION made by Sassi and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED to 

accept the minutes of the 4/25/23 meeting. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Abstain, Sassi – Aye, 

Ward – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.  

 

Komorsky said they were again going to go out of order in the spirit of saving time.   

 

ABSTRACT: $143,345.83 

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED to 

approve the bills for the month of May for $83,099.36 as per the abstract. Burns – Aye, 

Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

 Check – LexisNexis for records request - $25.00 

 Check – Association of Fire District State of New York refund of overpayment - $50.00 

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to put the two checks into the General Fund. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, 

Ward – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried. 
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ROOM USE REQUEST: 

 Station 3 on June 11th from 11 am – 5 pm for Merritt 

Upon a MOTION made by Sassi and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED to 

approve Scott Merritt to use Station 3. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – 

Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 6:20 pm, upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the 

Board RESOLVED to hold off on the rest of the agenda and go into Executive Session for a 

personnel issue. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. 

Motion Carried. 

 

OPEN SESSION & NEW BUSINESS:  

At 8:29 pm, the Board resumed Open Session and Komorsky said they were going to have an abbreviated 

agenda going forward. 
 

- Out of County Training Requests – Chief O’Connor said he received an email earlier in the afternoon 

about a Fire Officer I in Putnum County that starts May 30th and still has seats available. 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Ward and SECONDED by Sassi, the Board 

RESOLVED to approve two spots in the class. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, 

Ward – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried. 

O’Connor reported that they sent people to Westchester the past two Friday and he hears that there 

are more requests coming up.        
 

- DC Board of Elections Poll Site Notice – Le said they received notice from the Dutchess County Board 

of Elections that they plan on using Station 2 for a poll site for the primary election on June 27th. She 

said there was a BoFC meeting scheduled that night and asked if the Board wanted to move locations 

or reschedule the meeting. Brief discussion followed regarding when to hold the meeting. Komorsky 

said they would hold it Monday, June 26th at 6 pm.       
  

- FPAT Request for Assistance – Chief O’Connor said that Fairview (FD) needs to put three people 

through an FPAT on June 10th and has asked the District for help. He noted that Fairview helped 

LaGrange on a recent FPAT. He said they have asked for three people to assist.        

Upon a MOTION made by Ward and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to approve. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion 

Carried. 
 

- LaGrange Soccer Club Request for EMS Standby – O’Connor said that the LaGrange Soccer Club has 

requested the District to provide EMS standby coverage for their tournament on September 2nd & 3rd.  

He said there would be approximately 750 players plus spectators over the two days.  

Upon a MOTION made by Ward and SECONDED by Sassi, the Board RESOLVED to 

support the request. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky – 

Aye. Motion Carried. 
 

- Boar’s Head Event – DC Champion said he received a request for the District’s participation in a PR 

event sponsored by Boar’s Head. He described the event and said it would be at Shop Rite in LaGrange 

and they would like an engine and a couple of personnel in their gear. He said they would like to give a 

donation in appreciation for the District’s support. Ward said he feels that events like the Chief brought 
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up are more community oriented so he is ok with it, but events that are marketing oriented he is not a 

fan of. Sassi said he agreed with Ward. Burns said he would be ok with it. Pignataro said he would pass 

on the event. Champion said he would let Boar’s Head know that the District was unable to commit at 

this time.     
 

EMS Administrator Michael Benenati stated that it is appropriate to recognize the EMS providers during 

EMS Week and in addition to the proclamation he stated that they appreciate the effort of the staff on a 

daily basis.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 8:41 pm, upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Sassi, the Board 

RESOLVED to go into Executive Session to discuss three personnel items from the Chief, one 

personnel item from the Deputy Chief, and one legal item from the attorney. Burns – Aye, 

Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

OPEN SESSION & APPOINTMENT: 

At 9:18 pm the Board resumed Open Session.  
 

Komorsky said he thinks it would be helpful to have a form of record keeping technology for 

transmissions to go over calls because a request came to him from the union. Discussion followed regarding 

the possibility of video recording in response vehicles, the proper channel for requests, and doing tailboard 

critiques after calls.   

Upon a MOTION made by Sassi and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to appoint Ms. (Raffaela) Mase as a volunteer EMT at Company 1 with the LaGrange Fire 

District.  Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion 

Carried.  

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

At 9:26 pm, upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the 

Board RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting.  Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – 

Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried.  

     Respectfully submitted, 

  

Bria Le – District Secretary 
Approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners on 6.13.23  






