
LAGRANGE FIRE DISTRICT  
504 Freedom Plains Rd • Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

  
 

 

BoFC Regular Meeting 2/28/23  
 
Please note that this meeting was conducted in person at 504 Freedom Plains Road in Poughkeepsie, NY - with alternate locations 

in the meeting room of 8715 Surf Drive in Panama City Beach, FL, and at 409 Peace Lane in Melbourne, FL - AND open for public 

viewing and/or listening via Microsoft Teams. 

MINUTES  

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS  

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, February 28th, 2023  
  

  
ATTENDEES: Chairman Marc Komorsky  Commissioner George Burns (late via Teams)

   Commissioner Richard Sassi  Commissioner Anthony Pignataro (via Teams)

   Commissioner Barry Ward  Chief Tim O’Connor   

   Deputy Chief Anthony Champion EMS Administrator Michael Benenati 

   Treasurer Mark Pozniak (via Teams) Secretary Bria Le   

  

At 6:11 pm, Chairman Marc Komorsky called the Regular Meeting to order for Tuesday, February 28th, 2023, 

and led the Pledge of Allegiance. He welcomed everyone to the meeting.    

  

MINUTES: 1/24/23 Regular Meeting & 2/6/23 Regular Meeting   

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Sassi and SECONDED by Commissioner 

Ward, the Board RESOLVED to approve the minutes from the 1/24/23 Regular Meeting. 

Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried.  

Upon a MOTION made by Ward and SECONDED by Commissioner Pignataro the 

Board RESOLVED to approve the minutes from the 2/6/23 Regular Meeting. Pignataro – 

Aye, Sassi – Abstain, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 

     

 CORRESPONDENCE:  

- Check – NYS DOH for EMT certification and Paramedic renewal - $1200.00 

- Check – LexisNexis for records request - $25.00 

- Checks – Cinnamon Tree for CPR and First Aid classes - $450.00 & $200.00 

Upon a MOTION made by Sassi and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to deposit the checks into the General Fund. Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, 

Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried.  

 

ROOM USE REQUESTS: (none) 

  

OLD BUSINESS/UNRESOLVED ITEMS:  

- EMS Cost Recovery – Sassi said the process was still moving along. He said they are hung up on 

importing data from ESO to Proclaim. He said he is working with the District’s attorney on a draft 

privacy policy and brief discussion held about the tablets from Proclaim. Work in progress.    
 

- Station 2 Brick Pointing – Ward said all of his items continue to be in process and they will meet with 

the architect and the project lead on all of the items.     
 

- Station 1 & 3 Roof Replacement – Work in progress.  
 

- Stations 3 Storage Room – Work in progress. 
 

- Station 1 Building update – Work in progress.  
  

- Station 3 Boiler – Work in progress.    
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- ESO Scheduling & ESO Reporting status update – Fire Chief Tim O’Connor noted that Scheduling is 

going well. He said that they just finished up the long term project to update the process to import CAD 

information into ESO. Brief discussion followed about the CAD import and about recreating Fire House 

reports in ESO.     
 

- Doors Station 1 status update – Deputy Chief Anthony Champion said that the doors did ship and they 

should be in around the end of this month. He said they will follow up with the vendor.   
 

- Mechanic’s Helper Position – DC Champion said that he hasn’t heard from any individuals applying for 

the position and the term for the posting has expired. Discussion followed about advertising on the 

website and social media and about other avenues that could be pursued for the position.        
 

- Physicals Status Update – Sassi said that they had a draft policy amendment that was worked on with 

the attorney and needs to be finalized before it goes back to the union.       
 

- CME Coordinator Update – Tabled for Executive Session.   
 

- Grant Update –Chief O’Connor said that the semi-annual progress report for the Safer grant has been 

submitted. He noted that they had to complete a Civil Rights Evaluation tool and then a discussion 

followed regarding potential improvements and accommodations that the District could adopt. 

O’Connor reviewed the work he is doing to submit the COVID grant.    
 

- EMS Cost Recovery (cont.) – Sassi asked to go back to EMS Cost Recovery for a moment and noted that 

the tablets have not been implemented yet. He said that they are just waiting on the SIM cards to be 

installed and for ESO support to connect them.   
 

- Door Security – Ward said that work hasn’t been done on this yet, but it will be discussed under the 

financial exercise later in the meeting.   
 
- Diesel Tank Replacement – DC Champion reported that the new 1000 gallon diesel tank has been 

installed and is ready to be used and the District is back on the rotating schedule with Bottini for fuel 

deliveries. Komorsky said he would like to address a diesel tank issue in Executive Session.    

 

At 6:41 pm, Commissioner Burns joined the meeting.  
 

- CME Data Entry Position – Tabled for Executive Session.  
 

- Ready Room Floor – Deputy Chief Champion said that the vendor requested a deposit before starting 

the work. Brief discussion held about the deposit. Komorsky said he is not comfortable with the need 

for a deposit and suggested going with the other vendor.    

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Sassi, the Board RESOLVED 

to go with EU TE Design LLC in Fishkill for the epoxy flooring for $5068.80 due to the fact 

that Epoxy Flooring and Beyond was unable to meet the District’s fiscal responsibilities. 

Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.  
 

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED 

to rescind the prior motion for Epoxy Flooring and Beyond for $4250 due to the fact that 

they could not meet the District’s fiscal responsibility. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – 

Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.  
 

- Building Repairs/Repair Requests – (none)   
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NEW BUSINESS: 

- HO Penn Preventative Maintenance Agreements – Komorsky noted that the total costs for the 

agreements are $1274 each year for three years totaling $3822 for each station and he reviewed the 

included items (agreements attached).   

Upon a MOTION made by Ward and SECONDED by Sassi, the Board RESOLVED to 

accept the contracts for all three firehouses. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, 

Ward – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.  
 

- Sedgewick Road LLC – Radio Tower Lease – Komorsky read through the letter for the lease renewal 

(attached).  

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED 

to accept the new lease agreement for April 1st. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, 

Ward – Nay, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.  
 

Ward brought up a concern that it was just a letter and not an agreement. Discussion followed 

regarding the need to get an updated lease instead of just a letter. Komorsky said they would go 

forward with the payment and DC Champion agreed to reach out to the vendor to get a more 

complete document.  
   
- Station 3 Lawn Care Agreement – Komorsky reviewed the lawn care agreements from Stars and 

Stripes lawn care for Station 3 and the training facility across from Station 3. Discussion followed 

regarding the need for a fall cleanup.  

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Sassi, the Board RESOLVED 

to approve Stars and Stripes Lawn Care for LaGrange Fire District Station 3 for 21 Red Oaks 

Mill Road (contract attached). Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, 

Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.  

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Ward, the Board RESOLVED 

to approve Stars and Stripes Lawn Care for the 14 Red Oaks Mill training facility across the 

street from Firehouse 3 for $100/cut on a monthly basis. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, 

Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.  
 

- NFP Insurance Renewal – Komorsky reported that he and Secretary Le met with Todd McNutt from 

NFP to review the property and casualty policies. He said they are waiting to hear back on increasing 

coverage for cyber and theft. Discussion followed regarding the cyber coverage.  

Upon a MOTION made by Ward and SECONDED by Sassi, the Board RESOLVED to 

accept the LaGrange Fire District NFP Property and Casualty proposal (attached). Burns – 

Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.    
  

Komorsky stated for the record that the expiring premium was $78,639.09 and the new premium is 

$80,549.71.  

  

REPORTS: (by officers present)         

 Treasurer –  

CASH POSITION: Treasurer Mark Pozniak said that the District’s cash position is in good shape to get 

through until the property tax revenue is received in mid-March.  
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EXECUTIVE SESSION: Pozniak said he had one personnel item and one contractual issue for 

Executive Session.   
 
RESERVE FUNDING: Pozniak said that he and Ward have discussed funding for the various reserves. 

Ward reviewed budget projections for the next several years to help determine if the Board has 

sufficient funds to do projects that they want to do down the road. Lengthy discussion followed 

regarding the financial plan going forward to meet the capital investments from the Reserve funds.  
  

 Chief –   

OUT OF COUNTY TRAINING: Chief O’Connor said that with the promotion of Nate Herring-Trott to 

Lieutenant, they needed to replace him in the public education position. He said that Mike Henry 

was the candidate that was chosen to replace Trott. O’Connor said there is a Fire and Life Safety 

Educator’s conference on May 5th – 7th in Montour. He said he would like to send Henry and one 

other person. Brief discussion held about the public educator and the conference.  O’Connor said 

the cost is $84 for the room and board plus a materials fee and the salary.   

Upon a MOTION made by Ward and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to send two to the conference. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, 

Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.    
  

Further discussion followed regarding the public education position.  
 
MEMBERSHIP: Chief O’Connor said that they received an inquiry about volunteers under the age of 

18.  He said he reviewed the company by-laws but noted that they are ancient and referenced 

minors needing to be accompanied by an adult member. He said that the District doesn’t have 

many adult members anymore and expressed concern about career staff needing to oversee 

minors. Sassi asked about doing an explorer type program and Chief O’Connor said he hasn’t asked 

the Union about it but said that type of program is a monumental task. Lengthy discussion followed 

regarding potential liability with being responsible for minors, the value of a junior member 

program, and the need to reach out to the interested party to get more information.     
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: O’Connor said three personnel items for Executive Session.  

 

 EMS Administrator –  

UPDATE: Benenati said that at the next meeting he will be bringing forward a revised service 

agreement for the Lifepak 15s, but he doesn’t have it yet from Stryker.  

 

 Deputy Chief –  

DIESEL TANK: DC Champion said that Optima came in and installed the new diesel tank. He said 

they informed him that there have been regulation changes with NYS DEC for PBC (petroleum bulk 

storage) and because the District has more than 1100 gallons of stored fuel, it needs to register 

under the program. He said that Optima is also putting together a quote for quarterly inspections 

and that they recommended the District set up a monthly inspection binder for visual inspections. 

Brief discussion followed regarding the registration.  
 
STATION 1: Deputy Chief Champion said that the new telecommunications device was installed at 

Station 1 and they are working on familiarization with the new system. Brief discussion held about 

bringing that system to Station 2.  
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DC Champion reviewed a quote from Redemption Mechanical to install a water filtration system 

at Station 1 identical to the one at Station 2. Brief discussion held on whether a filtration system is 

needed at Station 1 and the need to get an additional quote.   
 

STATION 2: Komorsky reviewed the proposal from Redemption Mechanical on heating the Station 2 

offices in the meeting room. Champion said that this was submitted because there wasn’t a good 

estimate on the baseboards due to everything being stored against them. He said that the vendor is 

unable to get replacement parts but noted that should the Board go forward with the proposal, 

then the viable parts will be used on the other section of the wall to get more life out of the current 

setup. 

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED 

to accept the for the Miscellaneous Station 2 Offices in the Meeting Room for $4500.00 

(proposal attached). Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky – 

Aye. Motion Carried.   
 

DC Champion said that the framing for the offices and storage room has been completed, the 

electrical has been roughed in, and the HVAC will be done later in the week.  
 
RESCUE TOOLS: Champion said that the District has the opportunity to purchase some demo rescue 

equipment from MES – an o-cutter and a ram – along with a new spreader for a total of $29,281. 

He said that buying all three items new would be $37,325. He said these would be fashioned to go 

on the engine at Station 1 and noted it would get tools on scene a bit faster and would help when 

47-55 has to go up to Premier for repairs or preventative maintenance. Brief discussion followed 

regarding difficulties getting equipment through the center of town. 

Upon a MOTION made by Ward and SECONDED by Sassi, the Board RESOLVED to 

approve the o-cutter for $9250, the ram for $7200, and the spreader for $12,131, assuming 

that a new product warranty is associated with each of the three items. Brief discussion 

held about warranties for the equipment. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – 

Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.    
 
Further discussion followed about where the funds will come from in the budget.  
 
RESCUE TASK FORCE: DC Champion reported that Dutchess County Department of Emergency 

Response has reinitiated discussion with the Rescue Task Force pertaining to Emergency Response 

in Terrorism/Targeted Violence Prevention through the Division of Homeland Security. He noted 

that more specifically this is the Active Shooter/Hostile Event response. He said the District has 

given the name of Lt. Rancourt to be on the committee to help identify appropriate training 

response within County.  Brief discussion held about the life span of the District’s current Rescue 

Task Force related equipment and whether the state or federal government could cover the cost of 

replacement equipment.  
 
FLEET MANAGEMENT: Deputy Chief Champion reported that fleet management has been given to 

Lt. Martell now that he is back on group. He relayed the update from Lt. Martell on the current 

vehicle repairs and maintenance.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: DC Champion said he had one item for Executive Session.  
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 Department –  

Komorsky reported that he heard from Bob McCord who said he still wished to represent the 

department and that everyone was doing a great job and he wishes he was there. Brief discussion 

followed about how to get leadership to attend meetings every once in a while.  

 

 Union – (no report)  

 

ABSTRACT: $184,410.59 

Upon a MOTION made by Ward and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED to 

pay the bills for the month of February as per the abstract for $184,410.59. Burns – Aye, 

Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

At 8:22 pm, Komorsky opened the meeting to public comments. There were no public comments.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 8:24 pm, upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Ward, the 

Board RESOLVED to go into Executive Session to discuss two personnel items from Chief 

O’Connor, one personnel item and one contractual item from Pozniak, one structure issue 

item from Komorsky, one CME data entry item, the draft policy amendment, one personnel 

item from the Deputy Chief, one CME Coordinator update, and eleven personnel items and 

three contract items from Ward and Sassi. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward 

– Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

OPEN SESSION & ADJOURNMENT: 

At 10:59 pm the Board resumed Open Session.  

Upon a MOTION made by Ward and SECONDED by Sassi, the Board RESOLVED to 

adjourn the meeting.  Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - 

Aye. Motion Carried.  

     Respectfully submitted, 

  

Bria Le – District Secretary 
Approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners on 3/28/23 











































 

Commercial Lawn Care Agreement 

April 2023 -- October 2023 

This agreement is based on lawn care maintenance: 

CUSTOMER NAME: LaGrange Fire District  

Point of Contact:  Chief Tim O’Conner / Secretary:  Bria    EMAIL:     ble@lagrangefireny.us 

Phone: (845) 452-4998 (non-emergency) 

ADDRESS OF PROPERTIES:  Sta. 3 SW, 21 Red Oaks Mill Rd, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

BiWKLY Cuts @ Sta. 3 - $65.00per cut   Spring Clean Up @ Sta. 3 = $350.00    

 

Your Quoted Price is: This will include a cut, ground trimming and blowing off all walkways.  Your monthly invoice will 
be emailed at the end of each month.  Please contact us if you would like for these locations to be placed on the 
Spring Clean Up List. 
 

 Your locations have been surveyed, and your quote is above.  This price will be customized to your yard and needs.  

Prices are for scheduled cuts only.  If due to drought, your grass is not cut, your account will be credited. 

 The agreed quotes price is for the date scheduled.  Please note that if you need to reschedule this date, the price may 

change, due to supply cost of the day. 

 Estimates may vary due to hours worked, as well as prices for materials.  We will inform you of any changes as soon as 

possible. 

 Quoted prices include the following: labor cost, materials, and possible machine rentals. 

 Billing/Payment:  We bill monthly.  The monthly invoice will be mailed/emailed at the end of the month.  Payments 

can be cash, check mailed to Stars N Stripes Lawn Care 621 Sheafe Rd, LOT 51, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601, Zelle  @ 845-

554-2746 or Venmo @christopher-franzese-3, or paid online through our invoice. 

Yearly payments can also be arranged.  Any customer with outstanding invoices will need to settle their account 

before any work can begin.  A late payment charge of $35.00 will be added if no attempt of payment is made. 

o Other services will be invoiced separately.  50% of the cost is expected 1 week prior to the scheduled job.  The 

remaining balance is expected at the completion of work. 

 If payment isn’t received, your services will be stop and we will make every attempt to collect money owed. 

 If you wish to cancel this contract, please do so in writing with a two-week notice.  The owner reserves the right to 

cancel this contract at any time if the customer displays threatening behavior. 

 Please contact us via email, text message or phone if you have any questions or concerns. 

 

_______________________                ___________         ____________________________ 

Customer Signature            Date        Owner – Chris Franzese 
Please sign & return to us           Licensed & Insured 

At: StarsNStripesLawns100@gmail.com or the address above. 

We will send you a signed copy. 

                



 

Commercial Lawn Care Agreement 

April 2023 -- October 2023 

This agreement is based on lawn care maintenance: 

CUSTOMER NAME: LaGrange Fire District  

Point of Contact:  Chief Tim O’Conner / Secretary:  Bria    EMAIL:     ble@lagrangefireny.us 

Phone: (845) 452-4998 (non-emergency) 

ADDRESS OF PROPERTIES:  14 Red Oaks Mill Rd (Training Facility) 

MTHLY Cuts @ 14 Red Oaks Mill - $100.00per cut 

 

Your Quoted Price is: This will include a cut, ground trimming and blowing off all walkways.  Your monthly invoice will 
be emailed at the end of each month.  Please contact us if you would like for these locations to be placed on the 
Spring Clean Up List. 
 

 Your locations have been surveyed, and your quote is above.  This price will be customized to your yard and needs.  

Prices are for scheduled cuts only.  If due to drought, your grass is not cut, your account will be credited. 

 The agreed quotes price is for the date scheduled.  Please note that if you need to reschedule this date, the price may 

change, due to supply cost of the day. 

 Estimates may vary due to hours worked, as well as prices for materials.  We will inform you of any changes as soon as 

possible. 

 Quoted prices include the following: labor cost, materials, and possible machine rentals. 

 Billing/Payment:  We bill monthly.  The monthly invoice will be mailed/emailed at the end of the month.  Payments 

can be cash, check mailed to Stars N Stripes Lawn Care 621 Sheafe Rd, LOT 51, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601, Zelle  @ 845-

554-2746 or Venmo @christopher-franzese-3, or paid online through our invoice. 

Yearly payments can also be arranged.  Any customer with outstanding invoices will need to settle their account 

before any work can begin.  A late payment charge of $35.00 will be added if no attempt of payment is made. 

o Other services will be invoiced separately.  50% of the cost is expected 1 week prior to the scheduled job.  The 

remaining balance is expected at the completion of work. 

 If payment isn’t received, your services will be stop and we will make every attempt to collect money owed. 

 If you wish to cancel this contract, please do so in writing with a two-week notice.  The owner reserves the right to 

cancel this contract at any time if the customer displays threatening behavior. 

 Please contact us via email, text message or phone if you have any questions or concerns. 

 

_______________________                ___________         ____________________________ 

Customer Signature            Date        Owner – Chris Franzese 
Please sign & return to us           Licensed & Insured 

At: StarsNStripesLawns100@gmail.com or the address above. 

We will send you a signed copy. 
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