
LAGRANGE FIRE DISTRICT  
504 Freedom Plains Rd • Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

  
 

 

BoFC Regular Meeting 1/24/23  
 
Please note that this meeting was conducted in person at 504 Freedom Plains Road in Poughkeepsie, NY - with alternate locations 

in the meeting room of 8715 Surf Drive in Panama City Beach, FL, and at 409 Peace Lane in Melbourne, FL - AND open for public 

viewing and/or listening via Microsoft Teams. 

MINUTES  

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS  

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, January 24th, 2023  
  

  
ATTENDEES: Chairman Marc Komorsky  Commissioner George Burns (via Teams) 

   Commissioner Richard Sassi  Commissioner Anthony Pignataro (via Teams)

   Commissioner Barry Ward  Chief Tim O’Connor   

   Deputy Chief Anthony Champion EMS Administrator Michael Benenati 

   Treasurer Mark Pozniak   Secretary Bria Le   

  

At 6:04 pm, Chairman Marc Komorsky called the Regular Meeting to order for Tuesday, January 24th, 2023, 

and led the Pledge of Allegiance.    

  

MINUTES: 12/29/22 Special Meeting, 12/27/22 Regular Meeting, & 1/10/23 Organizational & Regular 

Meeting    

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Burns, the Board RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the 12/29/22 Special 

Meeting. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion 

Carried.  
 
Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to approve the minutes for the 12/27/22 Regular Meeting. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, 

Sassi – Abstain, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 
 
Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED 

to approve the January 10th, 2023, Organizational & Regular Meeting minutes. Burns – Aye, 

Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Abstain, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

ORGANIZATIONAL ITEM: 

Komorsky said there was one Organizational Meeting that was left out because Commissioner Sassi wasn’t 

in attendance. He said that a resolution for a Deputy Chair was left out and that he would like to nominate 

Richard Sassi as Deputy Chairman. 

Upon a MOTION by Pignataro, and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED to 

appoint Richard Sassi as Deputy Chairman of the Board for 2023. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – 

Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 

     

 CORRESPONDENCE:  

- Check – NYS Department of Health for NYS Healthcare Worker Bonus Program - $80,7373.50.  
 
- Letter from LaGrange Professional Firefighters regarding 207A policy 

 

ROOM USE REQUESTS: (none) 

 

OLD BUSINESS/UNRESOLVED ITEMS:  

- EMS Cost Recovery – Sassi said that everything is going well and updated everyone on the current 

status of the account and the next steps in the process.   
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- Station 2 Roof status update – Commissioner Ward said that the roof inspection was done and briefly 

noted that the yellow markers still need to be finished then the final payment can be released.    
 

- Station 1 Building update – Ward said that Greg Bolner (from CPL) is setting up a meeting with the 

architect on the different topics so he expects to be moving forward on it shortly.  
  

- Station 3 Boiler – Deputy Chief Anthony Champion said that no invoice has been submitted yet for the 

updates suggested by Peerless to continue with the warranty.   
 

- ESO Scheduling & ESO Reporting status update – Fire Chief Tim O’Connor said that if everything goes 

well in the payroll from the last week, then they will switch over to ESO. He noted that he is starting to 

train the Deputy Chief on it so there is someone else who knows how to do it. Brief discussion followed 

about ESO.   
 

- Doors Station 1 status update – Work in progress.  
 

- Mechanic’s Helper Position – Deputy Chief Anthony Champion said that the job has been posted to 

Hudson Valley Help Wanted and it has not received any inquiries at this time. Brief discussion followed 

regarding the job posting.       
 

- Physicals Status Update – Sassi said he was looking for an update on the non-union physicals and 

asked if they were being moved to Tek yet. He said he has a draft agreement from Hekle regarding the 

issues with the union. O’Connor noted that no one has been sent to Tek because the District doesn’t 

have an agreement with them yet. He said that in the last conversation he had with them, Tek wanted 

to do the physicals in groups. Further discussion followed about where the physicals would be 

performed.      
 

- CME Coordinator Update – EMS Administrator Michael Benenati said he is focusing on the members 

that expire later in the year. Sassi clarified that once the data entry is caught up then Benenati could 

start meeting with everyone on a general basis and Benenati agreed.   
 

- Station 3 Gutters –Komorsky said he will go by Station 3 when Mike Hackett is present and look at the 

gutters on the back of the building.   
 

- Grant Update – Chief O’Connor said that Scott Merritt entered the ambulance information for the 

COVID grant and said that they will review it the following Friday. He said they have a meeting with the 

FEMA rep coming up. Brief discussion followed in regards to uploading the information and an update 

on the SAFER grant.  
 
- Door Security – No report at this time.  

 
- Stations 3 & 1 Roof – Ward said that Greg (Bolner) was working on getting architectural estimates as 

well as estimates from roofers to get a better idea of the potential cost. Brief discussion followed 

regarding the types of roof being considered.  
 

- Diesel Tank Replacement – DC Champion said that he has not heard back from the vendor for the third 

quote but he did get a second quote for the diesel tank from United Pump and Tank. He said he sent 

them a request for some clarification on some of the items listed or not listed in the quote. He said 

their quote was $16,850 and Optima Environmental’s quote was $19,070 (quotes attached). Lengthy 

discussion followed regarding the difficulty in comparing the quotes.  
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Upon a MOTION made by Ward and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to go with the Optimum Environmental quote at a project cost of $19,070 based on the 

Deputy Chief’s recommendation and that the United Pump and Tank, Inc. quote does not 

meet the specifications that were issued. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – 

Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.  

Upon a MOTION made by Ward and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to approve a 30% deposit, if they wait until the work is complete, to move forward with 

replacing the diesel tank from Optima. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – 

Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.  
 

- Building Repairs/Repair Requests – Ward brought up the exterior pointing and brickwork that is 

needed at Station 2 and said he was working on it with the engineer. Chief O’Connor said that the 

exterminator came in to work on the mouse issue at Station 2 and that he will be getting ServePro to 

do a thorough cleaning in the kitchen. Brief discussion followed regarding the kitchen.       

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

- Salemsys Annual Support Agreement & Maintenance Agreement – Brief discussion held on the need 

for periodic updates on the hours used. Ward said they should invite Jeff Lenkowski to come to the 

meeting for the discussion. Tabled until next meeting.  
 

- Temporary CME Data Entry Position Agreement – Tabled for Executive Session.  
 

- Station 1 IT – DC Champion said that the chief staff is trying to address the issues with communicating 

between Stations 1 & 2 for training. He reviewed the recommended items for a videoconferencing 

system totaling $2699. He said they have also asked Lenkowski to come up with similar system for 

Station 2 but they don’t have a cost yet. Discussion followed regarding the need to get a full picture of 

the current IT proposals and the immediate need for a Station 1 system. Komorsky said the Board is ok 

with the DC going ahead and getting the items for Station 1.  
 

- Station 1 Bar – Champion said that he has spoken to Carl Siebert and that he is alright with removing 

the bar at Station 1 to make room for a potential fourth bed in that space. Champion said that they 

have contacted, with Siebert’s consent, the original maker of the bar who has taken it out and will 

repurpose it into a table to preserve some of the history. Brief discussion followed about removing the 

other items around the bar area.  

  

REPORTS: (by officers present)         

 Treasurer –  

Treasurer Mark Pozniak reported the cash position as of 12/31/22 – Operating Cash of 

$2,396,099.11 and Reserve & Restricted of $1,467,712.75 for a Total Cash of $3,863,811.86. He said 

that all bank accounts have been reconciled and that the Board has been provided with the bank 

statements, reconciliations, and canceled checks for audit. Brief discussion held on the cash flow 

until the receipt of the tax check and a few year end adjustments. Komorsky stated that the Board 

of Fire Commissioners audited the Tompkins accounts – LFD General Fund checking, LFD General 

Fund Money Market, LFD General Fund Business Savings, LFD General Fund Personnel Services, LFD 

Apparatus Reserve, LFD Land & Building Reserve, LFD EMS Billing, and LFD Trust & Agency checking. 

He said they were all in good order.  
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 Chief –   

CALLS: Chief O’Connor noted that it was January 24th and the District has already responded to 152 

calls for the year. He reviewed a few of the recent fires, including some mutual aid. He said that 

District has been giving mutual aid as well as receiving it. Brief discussion followed regarding the 

calls. 

 

TRAINING: O’Connor said that the Board has already approved four people going to FDIC but noted 

that one of the attendees would require her own room. He said that another person has requested 

to attend and asked if the Board would consider sending a fifth person since they are paying for an 

extra room. No one on the Board expressed any opposition.  

Chief O’Connor said that the District is hosting a countywide leadership class and noted that 

LFD is being given four free spots in the class. He said he offered to the officers first and is now 

opening attendance up for everyone in the Department.  

The chief said that four people are registered for Montour Falls and they start on February 20th.  

He said that, instead of requiring paperwork in advance, Montour Falls has asked the Chief and the 

MTO for the attending agencies to go up to a meeting. He said that he and Lt. Herring-Trott will be 

going to that meeting on February 7th . Brief discussion followed regarding the topics for the 

meeting. O’Connor said the other two hires will go to the academy in Westchester on March 20th. 

Short discussion followed regarding the academy training.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: O’Connor said three personnel items for Executive Session.  

 

The Board held a discussion with the chief about 10-35 staffing and creating reports in ESO.  

 

 EMS Administrator –  

MEDIC: Benenati said that he wanted to officially announce that Jason Ryan has successfully 

completed his NYS paramedic certification and he completed the Hudson Valley Regional EMS 

credentialling process.  He said they will work to begin Ryan’s field experience to get him online as 

a paramedic.  
 
TRAINING: Benenati said that the six new firefighter/paramedic recruits began their training 

yesterday. He reviewed the training process for those individuals before they start the academy. 

Benenati provided more details on the supervisor training that the Chief brought up. He said 

that it is a two-day class done by John Politis and expressed his excitement for having the training 

classes. Brief discussion followed regarding registration for the class and the need to include the 

new lieutenants in the class.  
 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE: Benenati reported that the District has received its Controlled Substance 

License and it is valid until 2/28/25.  

 

 Deputy Chief –  

GRANT: Deputy Chief Champion said that the county has requested some additional information for 

the Dutchess County MIG grant and that the data will be filed with them the following day.   
 
VEHICLES: DC Champion gave an update on the lighting and lettering for the new maintenance 

truck. He said that Premier was onsite over the past couple of weeks to do some minor work on 12 
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and 55. He said Premier Apparatus will be called back to investigate an intermittent electrical issue 

on 47-13.    
 
STATION 1 HOSE DRYER: Champion said that the hose dryer from Station 1 has been removed by 

Brookfield CT Fire Department and that the hole was shored up with foam. He said they will look 

into addressing the masonry work in the spring.   

  

 Department – (no report)  

  

 Union – (no report)  

 

ABSTRACT: $152,735.65 

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to pay the bills for $152,735.65. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, 

Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

At 7:50 pm, Komorsky opened the meeting to public comments. There were no public comments.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 7:52 pm, upon a MOTION made by Sassi and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board 

RESOLVED to go into Executive Session to discuss one 207A policy item and one personnel 

issue from Komorsky, three personnel items from the chief, three contractual and two 

personnel items from Ward, and one CME agreement issue from Sassi. Burns – Aye, 

Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 
 
OPEN SESSION & ADJOURNMENT: 

At 8:22 pm the Board resumed Open Session. Komorsky asked Le to prepare the agenda for the 2/14/23 

meeting. Discussion held on whether to hold the next meeting on Valentine’s Day (2/14). Komorsky said 

that the next meeting will be on Monday, 2/6/23 at 6 pm.  

At 8:29 pm, upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Sassi, the Board 

RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting.  Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, 

Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried.  

     Respectfully submitted, 

  

Bria Le – District Secretary 
Approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners on 2/28/23 







































Estimate

Date

1/13/2023

Estimate #

51724

Customer

LaGrange Fire District

504 Freedom Plains Road

Poughkeepsie, New York 12603

DU

Site

LaGrange Fire District

504 Freedom Plains Road

Poughkeepsie, NY 12603

DU

United Pump & Tank Inc

Phone: 8457873984

Fax: 845-566-4559

E-mail:

Total

Subtotal

Tax (0.0%)

PO Box 214, Plattekill, NY 12568

____________________________________________________________

service@unitedpumpandtank,com

Description Qty Total

INSTALL 1000 GALLON TANK

*************

We are glad to offer the following:

* Remove one 1000 gallon hopper tank from concrete area.  Install one

new 1000 gallon 48"Dia x 10' 9"L double wall BDH Tank.  Tank will

have all  accessories including gauge and vents.  Install one transfer pump

along with 1" x 15' hose and real will be installed.  Transfer pump will be

wired from existing power that will be supplied by fire department. We

will transfer fuel from old tank being removed to new tank keeping any

dirty fuel on tank bottom.

* Cut and clean old tank being removed.  Remove tank and dispose of

properly along with tank bottom.

Parts And Labor For Listed 1 16,850.00

** Please note that current lead time for tanks are longer then normal **

 Terms:Upon agreement, please send 50% of estimate cost for deposit.  Balance of the

contract is due upon receipt. Above estimate does not include any applicable sales or use tax,

surcharge, water, rock, or contaminated soil charges.  All permits and fees shall be paid by

customer at cost plus 5% and are not included in estimate unless noted. Estimate valid for 30

days. 

PLEASE SIGN, DATE AND RETURN TO ACCEPT OFFER

__________________________________________________________

$16,850.00

$16,850.00

$0.00










