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504 Freedom Plains Rd • Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

  
 

 

BoFC Regular Meeting 6/14/22  
 

Please note that this meeting was conducted in person at 504 Freedom Plains Road in Poughkeepsie, NY AND open for public 

viewing and/or listening via Microsoft Teams. 

MINUTES 

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, June 14th, 2022 

   

  ATTENDEES: Chairman Marc Komorsky  Commissioner George Burns  

    Commissioner Richard Sassi  Commissioner Anthony Pignataro 

    Commissioner Barry Ward  Chief Tim O’Connor (via Teams)  

    Treasurer Mark Pozniak   EMS Administrator Michael Benenati (via Teams)

    Secretary Bria Le  

 

At 6:01 pm, Chairman Marc Komorsky called the Board of Fire Commissioners’ Regular Meeting to order for 

Tuesday, June 14th, 2022, and led the Pledge of Allegiance. He said he wanted to let everyone know that 

Hope Meyer, a longtime volunteer with the Ladies’ Auxiliary, passed away. He said, on behalf of the Board 

of Fire Commissioners, he wanted to send their condolences to the Meyers Family and express what a 

wonderful member she was.  

 

MINUTES: 5/24/22 Regular Meeting 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Sassi, the Board RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the 5/24/22 Regular 

Meeting. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion 

Carried.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

Check – Cinnamon Tree Childrens’ Center for CPR Training - $150.00 

Check – Feldman, Kleidman, Coffey, & Sappe, LLP for records request - $20.91 

Check – Record Access Corporation for records request - $20.91 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Burns and SECONDED by Pignataro, the 

Board RESOLVED to put those (checks) into the General Fund. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, 

Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   
 

Thank you card - Sledzianowski 

 

ROOM USE REQUESTS: 

 Station 2 – Red Cross Blood Drives on 11/2/22 and 4/28/23 

Upon a MOTION made by Sassi and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED to 

accept the Red Cross for the blood drives on 11/2/22 and 4/28/23. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – 

Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried.   
  

 

REPORTS: (by officers present)        

 Treasurer –  

Treasurer Mark Pozniak said that he will have his report at the next meeting and noted that the Board 

had in their possession the reconciled bank accounts for May 2022. Komorsky stated for the record that 

the Board of Fire Commissioners reviewed the LaGrange Fire District General Fund checking account, 

the LFD General Fund Money Market account, the LFD Apparatus Reserve account, the LFD Land & 
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Building Reserve, the LFD General Fund Personnel Services account, and the Fire District Trust & Agency 

checking account and all was in order.  

   

 Chief –  

NOTABLE INCIDENTS:  Fire Chief Tim O’Connor gave an overview of a few recent incidents including a 

structure fire in Beekman, a structure fire on Noxon Road, and an incident with a propane tank on Todd 

Hill Road.  
 
FORMER VOLUNTEERS: Chief O’Connor said that he has also been notified that former Auxiliary 

members Evelyn Reed and Alice Phelps have passed away, but he doesn’t have further information at 

this time. The Board expressed their condolences for their families.  
 
LOSAP:  O’Connor said that he posted the LOSAP last week and has received one inquiry that he will 

look into the week when he gets back. 
 
COVID:  Chief O’Connor noted that there was one person out with COVID.  
 
GRANTS:  The Chief said that he continues to submit payment (requests) for the SAFER grant and they 

just released the third payment to the District. He said they have been working on the grant for Tropical 

Storm Ida and it is almost done. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Chief O’Connor said he had two personnel items for Executive Session.  

 

 EMS Administrator –  

AWARDS: EMS Administrator Michael Benenati said that he was on his way to Syracuse but that he had 

two brief items for the Board.  He congratulated Steve Daly on being the 2021 Dutchess County EMS 

Award winner for Advanced Life Support Provider of the Year.  He said he was also pleased to announce 

that the LaGrange Fire District is the recipient of the EMS Agency of the Year award for 2021. He 

expressed his congratulations to the entire staff - administration, support staff, the board, and all of the 

members. He encouraged the Board to attend the awards ceremony.  
 
CME COORDINATOR: Benenati said there was a draft CME Coordinator job description in Teams and he 

asked the Board to start to look at it and make comments. Brief discussion followed regarding the draft 

and the awards.  

 

 Lieutenants 

- VEHICLES: Lt. Anthony Champion reviewed the status of the vehicles currently under repair.  He 

reported that Ingersol Rand conducted the scheduled and needed compressor servicing and noted 

some additional concerns that come under $1200 total.  He said that Dutchess Overhead Doors is 

slated to come in to synchronize controllers for the doors.      
 
RADIOS: Komorsky said that Lt. Lopes needs to confirm that the vendor they are going with (is on 

state bid and if they (NYCOMCO) could do some type of loan or lease some other radios for the 

District’s broken radios until the new ones come in.  Short discussion followed regarding the 

County’s radio plans and including a portable radio in future vehicle specifications.  

     

- STA. 1 UPGRADES:  Short discussion held about the asbestos removal in the Station 1 project.  

 

 Department – (no report) 
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 Union –  

Union Treasurer Anthony Champion said the Executive Board looks forward to future discussions with 

the Board and that he will pass along some dates. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

- Radios – Komorsky said the Board approved the radio contract at the last meeting contingent on it 

being on state bid.  He said that Lt. Lopes spoke to NYCOMCO and they said it was not necessary to 

approve the warranty. Short discussion followed regarding the amount of the lease and Komorsky said 

they will hold off until they get the amount of the lease.  
 

- Building Repairs and Repair Requests – Komorsky said the generator work on the side of the building 

is going a bit a head of schedule and that he met with the engineer on the project earlier in the day 

who said it was going well.   

 

- Station 2 Roof – Ward said IR study was done on the roof and apparently there are some panels that 

have to be replaced so the project manager is going to update the spec then bring in three state bid 

contractors and go over the scope of work with them. He said the Board just has to approve going 

forward with that.  

Upon a MOTION made by Ward and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to approve getting prices on the updated scope of work (for the roof) based upon the 

studies done. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. 

Motion Carried.     
  

The engineer for the project, Greg Bolner, called into the meeting and confirmed Ward’s update on the 

status of the project. Komorsky told him that the Commissioners approved moving forward.   

 

Pignataro asked the Chief if the drain work at Firehouse #1 has been completed and Chief O’Connor 

said he was waiting on prices from Redemption Mechanical.  
 

- EMS Billing – Sassi said that he has a couple of detailed proposals that were received in the last couple 

of weeks. He said he also reached out to a couple of other different companies but didn’t get response. 

Short discussion followed in regards to Sassi and Ward continuing to gather information then bring it 

back to the rest of the Board and presenting the change to the public.  
 

- ESO Reporting – Chief O’Connor said they are still plugging away at it and hope to meet with Paychex 

in the next few days. He said they have a meeting that week regarding assets and inventory to get the 

check sheets put into action.  Short discussion followed regarding entering the personnel records into 

ESO and next steps for implementing the payroll/scheduling.     
 

- Phone System – O’Connor said that it was discussed with Jeff Lenkowski and that he put out feelers to 

different departments to see what systems are in use and what they like and what they dislike.  Short 

discussion followed regarding whether a cloud-based system would work for the firehouses.  
 

- Physicals – Ward requested to add Physicals to Old Business and said there were two items that need 

to be addressed going forward – the Union’s position on some of the issues and clarifying on any 

documents going out that the NFPA 1582 standard needs to be complied with and there needs to be 

some contractual agreement with the provider that they are going to insure that people meet the 1582 

Standard. Short discussion held regarding follow up with the union.   
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NEW BUSINESS:    

- Station 2 Storage Container – Komorsky said there were items in the storage container from the old 

repair shop. Discussion followed regarding what items were left in the container and whether the 

items will be used. Champion said he had safety concerns regarding some of the companies being used 

and noted some of the regular preventative maintenance that the mechanic used to do was no longer 

being done. Short discussion followed regarding the lifts would be used and moving the liability for 

repairs away from the District. Komorsky asked Lt. Champion to get estimates on the value of the lifts.    

 

ABSTRACT:  $424,056.97 

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED 

to approve the abstract for the bills for May and part of June in the amount of 

$424,056.97. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. 

Motion Carried.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

At 7:01 pm, Komorsky opened the Public Comments portion of the meeting. 

 

Lt. Champion asked if the Board would be able to meet with the Local at their next meeting on 6/28 and 

Komorsky asked if they could do it sometime in July as he wouldn’t be at that meeting.  

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to close Public Comments. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky 

- Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 7:04 pm, upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the 

Board RESOLVED to go into Executive Session to discuss three personnel and one 

contractual item from Commissioner Sassi, one personnel item from Commissioner 

Komorsky, two personnel items from Chief O’Connor, and two personnel items from the 

Board of Fire Commissioners. Burns – Aye, Pignataro - Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, 

Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

OPEN SESSION & AGENDA:  

At 10:54 pm, the Board resumed Open Session. Komorsky asked Secretary Le to prepare the 6/28/22 

meeting agenda with what the Board asked to put on it.  

 

207-A & CME COORDINATOR: 

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Ward, the Board RESOLVED 

to approve 207-A  for an employee with a knee injury. Burns – Aye, Pignataro - Aye, Sassi – 

Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

Upon a MOTION made by Sassi and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to make the CME Coordinator for the District the assigned EMS Administrator. Burns – Aye, 

Pignataro - Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 
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ADJOURNMENT: 

At 10:56 pm, upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Sassi, the Board 

RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting.  Burns – Aye, Pignataro - Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, 

Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 

  

     Respectfully submitted, 

  

Bria Le – District Secretary 
Approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners on 7/12/22 








