
LAGRANGE FIRE DISTRICT 
504 Freedom Plains Rd • Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

  
 

 

BoFC Regular Meeting 4/26/22  
 

*Commissioner Sassi attended remotely for the start of the meeting then joined in person.  
 
Please note that this meeting was conducted in person at 504 Freedom Plains Road in Poughkeepsie, NY AND open for public 

viewing and/or listening via Microsoft Teams. 

MINUTES 

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, April 26th, 2022 

   

  ATTENDEES: Chairman Marc Komorsky  Commissioner George Burns  

    Commissioner Richard Sassi *  Commissioner Anthony Pignataro 

    Commissioner Barry Ward  Chief Tim O’Connor   

    Treasurer Mark Pozniak   EMS Administrator Michael Benenati 

    Secretary Bria Le     

 

At 6:09 pm, Chairman Marc Komorsky called the Board of Fire Commissioners’ Regular Meeting to order for 

Tuesday, April 26th, 2022, and led the Pledge of Allegiance. He requested everyone remain standing and 

observed a moment of silence for Mr. George Zittel, a life member who recently passed away. He 

welcomed everyone and gave a special welcome to Bob McCord, who he said was attending from Apex, NC.  

 

BID OPENINGS: 

- LFD Generator ATS Bids – Komorsky said the Board would be doing things a little differently and 

address the Generator ATS bids first. Secretary Le opened the bids and Komorsky read the following 

bids: 

Ray S. Pantel, Inc - $178,000.00 

John A. Giaimo & Son, Inc. - $134,000.00 

Black Electric, Inc. - $139,000.00 

Ideal Wiring Solutions, Inc. - $155,925.00 
 

Komorsky said the Board will send the bids to the engineer for review and reserve additional 

comments until they hear back from him.  

 

MINUTES: 4/12/22 Regular Meeting & 4/20/22 Special Meeting 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Burns and SECONDED by Commissioner 

Ward, the Board RESOLVED to approve the minutes from the 4/12/22 Regular Meeting. 

Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Abstain, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried.    

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the 

Board RESOLVED to approve the minutes from the 4/20/22 Special Meeting. Burns – Aye, 

Pignataro – Aye, Sassi - Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

- Letter from Mollica Financial Group 

- Email from Arlington-LaGrange Youth Lacrosse Club 

 

ROOM USE REQUESTS: (none) 
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REPORTS: (by officers present)        

 Treasurer –  

Treasurer Mark Pozniak reported the balances as of March 31st, 2022: Operating Cash - $9,141,608.24, 

Reserves & Restricted - $1,246,205.05 for Total Cash - $10,387,813.29. He said all bank accounts have 

been reconciled and the Board has been provided with the bank statements, reconciliations, and 

canceled checks for audit. He said he had one personnel item about 207a in retirement. Short 

discussion followed regarding the reserve contributions.  

 

 Chief –  

NOTABLE INCIDENTS: Chief O’Connor reported on that the day before the District had a tractor trailer 

take down some power lines that came down on top of three propane trucks. Short discussion followed 

about the incident.     
 
GRANT:  O’Connor informed the Board that the District is piggybacking on Arlington for the MIG grant 

for the technical rescue teams and that he sent a letter to them that can be attached to the grant filing. 

Short discussion followed regarding the grant submission.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Chief O’Connor said he has three personnel issues for Executive Session.   

 

 Vehicles –  

Lt. Anthony Champion gave an update to the Board on the vehicles that are currently undergoing 

repairs.  

 

Komorsky noted that this was off topic, but recent reports say that COVID is running rampant in China and 

supply chains can be affected again. He recommended ordering necessary supplies before shipping was 

affected and prices start increasing. Short discussion followed regarding the plow truck replacement.  

  

 EMS Administrator –  

EMT TRAINING: EMS Administrator Michael Benenati notified the Board that Company 1 member Bob 

Michael is looking to attend an EMT class but doesn’t have details yet regarding the class.  

 

EMS BILLING: Benenati said that the NYS Governor’s Budget included legislation that allows fire 

departments and companies to begin billing for service this year. He noted that the language with 

regards to fire district terminology is not in the legislation that much and they haven’t seen a final 

answer on it. Further discussion followed regarding clarification of the language and how a billing 

system would be implemented.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: Benenati reported that the work and installation of the floor plate on 47-72 has been 

completed by VCI and that the vehicle is at Car Craft Truck Works to see if there is another issue that 

needs to be addressed. He said that once 47-72 comes back then 47-71 will go to VCI to get work done. 

Short discussion followed regarding the work on 47-71.    

 

 Department – (no report) 
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 Union –  

Union President Kyle Rancourt said he had nothing from the Union but he wanted to give an update on 

the Station 1 renovation plans. He said that Brian Stokosa declined the project, he got a price from 

Tinkelman, and the last person he met with, Mike McCormack (Liscum McCormack VanVoorhis 

Architects), said they would donate the time to do the first initial sketch of the project. Short discussion 

followed regarding the project.     

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

- Repairs and Repair Requests – Komorsky asked about the roof and Ward said it was in progress. Chief 

O’Connor said that he spoke to Redemption Mechanical about only replacing the roof drains that need 

repair at Station 1. Short discussion followed regarding the work. O’Connor reported that the wall 

upstairs at Station 2 has been fixed and that Devens is checking on the materials for the door repairs.  
   

- Physicals –  

Chief O’Connor said earlier that morning he met with Tek at Station 2 about conducting on site 

physicals. Short discussion followed regarding the physicals. Rancourt expressed concern about having 

the physicals done on shift. Tabled for further discussion.    
 

- Recruitment & Retention – (no report) 
 

At 6:53 pm, Commissioner Sassi joined the meeting in person. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:    

- Bell Copier Proposal – Komorsky read the Bell Copier Product Maintenance Agreement.      

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED 

to accept the agreement (attached). Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – 

Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.  

  

ABSTRACT:  $29,093.06 

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED 

to approve the bills for April in the amount of $29,093.06. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, 

Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: (cont.) 

- ESO Conversion Plan – Komorsky said the Board requested some information on the ESO conversion 

plan including the FHS report conversion. Discussion followed regarding a timeline for ESO, custom 

reports set up, and the payroll module.  
 

- Grant Submission – Komorsky asked about the Magnevent grant status. O’Connor said the grant 

needed to be submitted by May 4th and short discussion followed regarding who would make that 

submission.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

Robert McCord said that it was a good meeting but hoped that next meeting he could get help with 

viewing the video of the meeting.  
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EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 7:14 pm, upon a MOTION made by Sassi and SECONDED by Burns, the Board 

RESOLVED to go into Executive Session to discuss one personnel item 207-a related from 

Pozniak, three personnel items from the Chief, two personnel items from Komorsky, and 

one personnel item from Pignataro. Burns – Aye, Pignataro - Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, 

Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

OPEN SESSION & RATE INCREASE:  

At 10:44 pm, the Board resumed Open Session.  
 

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro, SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED to 

increase the pay, retroactive to January 2022, for both Bria Le and Mark Pozniak a rate 

increase of 3% and also make Bria Le’s holiday (schedule) mirror that of the Chief and EMS 

Administrator. Burns – Aye, Pignataro - Aye, Sassi – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. 

Motion Carried. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

At 10:46 pm, upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the 

Board RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting.  Burns – Aye, Pignataro - Aye, Sassi -Aye, Ward – 

Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 

  

     Respectfully submitted, 

  

Bria Le – District Secretary 
Approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners on 5/10/22 
























