
LAGRANGE FIRE DISTRICT 
504 Freedom Plains Rd • Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

  
 

 

BoFC Regular Meeting 3/8/22  
 

Please note that this meeting was conducted in person at 504 Freedom Plains Road in Poughkeepsie, NY AND open for public 

viewing and/or listening via Microsoft Teams. 

MINUTES 

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, March 8th, 2022 

   

  ATTENDEES: Chairman Marc Komorsky  Commissioner George Burns  

    Commissioner Richard Sassi (absent) Commissioner Anthony Pignataro (via Teams)

    Commissioner Barry Ward  Chief Tim O’Connor (late due to EMS call) 

    EMS Administrator Michael Benenati Treasurer Mark Pozniak   

    Secretary Bria Le     

 

At 6:09 pm Chairman Marc Komorsky called the Board of Fire Commissioners’ Regular Meeting to order for 

Tuesday, March 8th, 2022, and led the Pledge of Allegiance. He welcomed everyone in attendance.  

 

MINUTES: (none) 

  

CORRESPONDENCE 

- Check – The State Insurance Fund for salary reimbursement - $5800.68 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Burns and SECONDED by Commissioner 

Ward, the Board RESOLVED to put the money into the General Fund. Burns – Aye, 

Pignataro - Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried.    
 

- Letter from Knights of Columbus LaGrange #13378 

 

ROOM USE REQUESTS:  

- Station 2 on April 19th from 19:00 – 22:00 for Shawn Beresford, County Coordinator for Battalion 2 for 

a Battalion 2 meeting. 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the 

Board RESOLVED to approve. Burns – Aye, Pignataro - Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. 

Motion Carried.    

 

REPORTS: (by officers present)        

 Treasurer –  

Treasurer Mark Pozniak reported the cash balance as of 2/28/22: Operating Cash - $1,210,222.17 and 

Reserves & Restricted - $1,246,152.13 for a Total Cash - $2,456,374.30. He noted that all bank accounts 

have been reconciled and said that the Board should have the February 2022 bank statements, 

reconciliations, and canceled checks for audit.  Pozniak said that property tax payment should be 

available any day and that available cash is fine until the expected receipt of that check. Short 

discussion followed regarding the market decline and inflation factors that could affect pension costs in 

future years as well as other rising expenses. Komorsky stated for the record that the Board of Fire 

Commissioner did the audit for the Tompkins Mahopac bank accounts for 2/28/22 and said everything 

was in order for the General Fund Checking, General Fund Money Market, General Fund Personnel 

Services, Apparatus Reserve, Land & Building Reserve, and Trust & Agency Checking accounts. Ward 

walked everyone through a budgeting exercise on reserve fund projects/expenditures versus 

anticipated funding. Discussion followed in regards to the need for planning capital expenses.  
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 Chief – (out on call – report later in meeting) 

 

 EMS Administrator –  

AMBULANCE: EMS Administrator Michael Benenati said he has been working with the body shop to get 

47-72 wrapped up and there are just a few last items. He said the vehicle will leave the body shop and 

go directly to VCI to have one of the powerloads (stretcher) installed before it returns. He noted that he 

is also working with VCI on the repairs that the Board approved at the last meeting.  
 
MEDICATION: Benenati reported that he has been spending a lot of time lately on medication inventory 

which he said involved tracking inventory, expiration dates, as well as locating and comparing vendors 

for each replacement medication. He noted that the medication issues are being reported to the 

regional office who will report them to the state and said that he is also working on a substitution list 

for the medications that are unavailable. He stressed that he is spending a significant amount of time 

on this and that it was a job that did not previously need to be done.  Discussion followed regarding the 

medication shortages and how the new costs affect the budget.   
 
INCIDENTS:  Benenati informed the Board that there was a multiple casualty incident earlier in the day 

and that the Chief is currently still at that incident. He also said that there was a fatal house fire over 

the weekend and he expects the Chief will provide more information when he arrives.  
 
PERSONNEL: Next Benenati said that the four new career firefighters started on Monday, March 7th, 

and they were out at aforementioned incident earlier in the day between training.   
 
OTHER: Benenati reported that the prior week he had to complete a couple of his recertifications, also 

that he and the Chief had several planning meetings, and that he responded on a few calls due to 

increased call volume.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Benenati said he had one personnel item for Executive Session.  

 

 Department – (no report) 

 

 Union – (no report) 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

- Repairs and Repair Requests – Komorsky said that George (Burns) is working with Lt. Rancourt and the 

engineer on getting the specifications for Station 1 and that the Board is working on the roof issue at 

Station 2.  Short discussion followed regarding the shower repair and associated insurance claim.  
    
- Recruitment & Retention – (no report) 

 

- Physicals – (no report) 

 

NEW BUSINESS:    

- NYSDCJS Agreement – Ward suggested that the attorney, Michael Hekle, give a brief general update of 

the agreement. Hekle said the agreement needed to be signed by some point next week and noted 

that it outlines the terms of the agreement, the need to identify those who have access, and training 

for those individuals. Short discussion followed on the agreement. Tabled for Executive Session.    
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- Station 2 Door Repairs – Komorsky reviewed the proposal from K&J Devens.  

Upon a MOTION made by Ward and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to go forward on the agreement for $10,503 (agreement attached). Short discussion 

followed regarding how the repair is budgeted. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Ward – Aye, 

Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried.    
 

- Station 3 Lawn Service – Komorsky noted that Stars N Stripes Lawn Care did a good job the previous 

year then read the proposal for this year (attached).  

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED 

to do the spring clean up for $350 and go forward with the biweekly cuts for $130 per 

month. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried.    
 

- Out of County Training – Swiftwater Class in Ariskany – Secretary Le said this was training request 

from the Chief. Benenati said that it was a special class set up for Dutchess County agencies.     

Upon a MOTION made by Ward and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED to 

send four people to the training in Ariskany from May 23rd – May 26th. Short discussion 

followed regarding the cost of the class. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Ward – Aye, 

Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried.    

  

ABSTRACT:  $272,101.79 

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Ward, the Board RESOLVED to 

pay the bills for the end of February and beginning of March for $272,101.79 as per the 

abstract. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: (none) 

 

REPORTS: (cont.) 

 Vehicles -  

Lt. Anthony Champion noted that 47-98 has been set up as a school car for the new recruits going to 

the academy and reviewed the work that had been done. He then reported on the recent and 

upcoming repairs on the District vehicles. Next he said he walked through Stations 1, 2, & 3 with a 

representative from Ingersoll Rand to work on a PM (Preventative Maintenance) schedule on the SCBA 

fill stations that would meet the District’s needs. Champion said he received information from Ward 

Systems on the diesel particulate filtration system that goes inline after the muffler on the apparatus 

but he has not had a chance to review it so he will have a better understanding to present at the next 

meeting.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: (cont.) 

- ESO –  

Ward asked about the ESO payroll conversion and the ESO reporting that were brought up at a prior 

meeting. Benenati said that the ESO payroll is on hold from the District’s end as they are waiting on 

getting some information from Paychex. He said that the concerns were expressed to ESO about 

getting a Gantt style chart on the project and they are awaiting on the information from the District to 

move forward on it. Next he said that ESO records management system is also held up on the District’s 

end as the Chief and himself are still completing training videos on how to administratively begin the 
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process of the product. Further discussion followed on how reports are converted from Firehouse 

Software to ESO.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 7:09 pm, upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the 

Board RESOLVED to go into Executive Session to discuss one personnel item from Benenati, 

one personnel item, one contractual item and the DCJS item from Ward, one personnel 

item from Le, and three personnel items and one grievance related item from the Chief. 

Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

During Executive Session, at approximately 7:20 pm, Chief O’Connor returned from scene of an emergency 

call and joined the meeting.  

 

OPEN SESSION & NEW BUSINESS (cont.):  

At 8:51 pm, the Board resumed Open Session.  

- NYSDCJS Agreement - (cont.) 

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Ward, the Board RESOLVED to 

accept the DCJS agreement.  Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. 

Motion Carried. 
 

- 207-A -  

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to approve to the 207-A request. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - 

Aye. Motion Carried. 
 

- Part Time Bookkeeper –  

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Ward, the Board RESOLVED to 

appoint two part-time bookkeepers, Colleen Janicik and Natalia Yarango-Curet, at $24.00 

per hour. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Ward – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried.  

 

 Chief – (out on call was not able to give report earlier in meeting) 

NEW HIRES:  Fire Chief Tim O’Connor reported that the new hires started on Monday and they were 

doing well. He said that they were going over a lot of things with them this week then they will start the 

academy the following Tuesday.     
  

APPARATUS: O’Connor said the Apparatus Committee has been reinstituted and the first thing they are 

working on is (47-)97.  He said that the committee will start assessing 13 and 55 at the same time. Short 

discussion followed regarding the vehicle replacement schedule, the time frame for accessing 13 and 

55, and vehicle changes due to technology.  
 

INCIDENTS: Chief O’Connor gave the Board information on the recent fire call that occurred late on 

Saturday night. He noted some of the mutual aid companies that assisted: Arlington FD, Pleasant Valley 

FD, East Fishkill with a tanker, New Hamburg with a tanker, New Hackensack, Union Vale covering 

Station 1, and covering Station 2 - East Fishkill with an engine and Pleasant Valley with an ambulance. 

He said the District received a lot of help and it was nice. Further discussion followed on the water 

sources for the call. Next O’Connor said that the reason he was late to the meeting was due to a really 
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serious auto accident on (Rt.) 55 and North Cross. He gave a brief overview of the response and the aid 

received. 

   

Lt. Rancourt said he had one quick item for the Board. He said he and Burns are meeting tomorrow at 

Station 1 with an architect and he will give the Board an update after that meeting.  

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

At 9:13 pm, upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Pignataro, the 

Board RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting.  Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Ward – Aye, 

Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried. 

  

     Respectfully submitted, 

  

Bria Le – District Secretary 
Approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners on 3/22/22 





























      Chris Franzese - Owner 

                   (845) 554-2746 

                                                                                        Email:  christopherfranzese04@gmail.com 

 

 

621 SHEAFE ROAD – LOT 51 

POUGHKEEPSIE, NEW YORK 12601 

HTTPS://WWW.STARS-N-STRIPES-LAWN-CARE.COM/ 
 

 

March 4, 2022 

 

 

LaGrange Fire Department Board 

LaGrange #3, Southwest 

21 Red Oaks Mill Road  

Poughkeepsie, New York 12603 

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

As we prepare for the next season, I would like to reach out to you, as you are an important customer. 

 

Attached, please find your 2022 Lawn Care contracted quote for LaGrange Station 3, 21 Red Oaks Mill 

Rd, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603. 

 

As you will see, your scheduled cuts will be biweekly on Wednesdays.  Your quoted price of $65 

biweekly / $130 monthly(4wks) will continue. 

 

If you would like to continue this grass maintenance with Stars N Stripes, please mail in your signed 

contract by April 1st.   

 

I am also including an estimate for a Spring Clean-up service in the amount of $ 350.00.  We have 

established a “first booked work list” and highly recommend getting on the list for services as soon as 

possible     

 

We are hopeful the weather will turn soon and plan to start cuts the week of April 18th.  We are looking 

forward to servicing your landscape needs.  Thank you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Christopher Franzese - Owner 




