
LAGRANGE FIRE DISTRICT 
504 Freedom Plains Rd • Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

  
 

 

BoFC Regular Meeting 10/26/21  
 

Please note that this meeting was conducted in person at 504 Freedom Plains Road in Poughkeepsie, NY AND open for public 

viewing and/or listening via the video conferencing platform Zoom. 

MINUTES 

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, October 26th, 2021 

   

  ATTENDEES: Chairman Marc Komorsky  Commissioner Richard Sassi (late via Zoom) 

    Commissioner George Burns  Commissioner Anthony Pignataro (via Zoom)

    Commissioner Stephen Piehler  Chief Tim O’Connor   

    EMS Admin Michael Benenati   Treasurer Mark Pozniak (via Zoom) 

    Secretary Bria Le  

 

At 6:01 pm, Chairman Marc Komorsky called the Board of Fire Commissioners’ meeting to order for 

Tuesday, October 26th, 2021, and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

MINUTES:  9/28/21 Regular Meeting & 10/5/21 Special Meeting 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Burns and SECONDED by Commissioner Piehler, 

the Board RESOLVED to approve the 9/28/21 Regular Meeting minutes.  Burns – Aye, Piehler –Aye,  

Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.    

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Commissioner Pignataro, the Board 

RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the 10/5/21 Special Meeting. Burns – Aye, Piehler –Aye,  

Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

- Check – Premier Fire Apparatus – reimb. for expenses related to jack incident @ St.3 - $2339.28 

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Piehler, the Board RESOLVED to deposit 

into the General Fund. Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion 

Carried. 

- Letter from Dutchess County Sheriff’s Office 

 

ROOM USE REQUESTS:    

- Sta 1 parking lot from 11/27 through 12/4 for Champion 

Upon a MOTION made by Piehler and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED to 

approve Lt. Champion to use the Station 1 parking lot from November 27th through December 4th. 

Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.  

 

REPORTS:  (by officers present)        

 Treasurer –   

2022 BUDGET:  Treasurer Mark Pozniak said that the focus is the budget. He said the Board approved a 

preliminary budget and that the Board needs to adopt a final budget by the 4th (of November).  

Discussion followed regarding the different options for the budget and Apparatus and Building reserves 

as they relate to the budget. 
 
At 6:11 pm, Commissioner Sassi joined the meeting via Zoom.  

 
Further discussion followed regarding the vehicle replacement schedule and equipment replacement 

expenses. Pozniak said that the Board needs to adopt a resolution to exceed the tax cap before they 

adopt any version of the budget. Komorsky read the resolution.  
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Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to approve the resolution to override the real property tax cap for the 2022 budget only 

(full resolution attached). Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, 

Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried. 

  

 Chief –  

NOTABLE INCIDENTS:  Fire Chief Tim O’Connor gave the Board a list of notable incidents that happened 

in the past couple of weeks (attached).  
 
TRAINING:  O’Connor said that he has a schedule for FLIPS (First Line Supervisor School) in NYC and that 

Lt. Plambeck has been notified he will be going beginning in January as he was on a waiting list.    
 
PERSONNEL:  Chief O’Connor said that there have been no changes.   
 
GRANTS:  The Chief noted that the District has a November 11th deadline to say yes or no to the grant.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: Chief O’Connor said that he had one personnel items for Executive Session.  

 

 EMS Administrator –  

PREHOSPITAL MEDICATION: EMS Administrator Benenati informed the Board that he has been working 

the past two weeks on the supply for prehospital medications because, due to some regulation 

reinterpretations, the District can no longer get them from the hospitals. He said he is working with 

Arlington Fire District to reach out to several vendors to get a reasonable source for the medications. 

He said he doesn’t have an estimated cost yet but noted it would not be cheap. Short discussion 

followed regarding assistance from the state.   

 

PURCHASING: Benenati requested authorization to purchase 2 baby CPR mannikins through Laerdal 

Corporation for $3508.77. Short discussion followed regarding whether there was money in the budget 

for the mannikins.   

Benenati reported that he will be taking the 2018 47-71 to Berlin, NJ, on Thursday to get a walkthrough 

of the body work and some warrantied repairs to get an estimate for work needed. He then gave the 

Board an update on his meeting in Albany with the state’s Emergency Medical Services Council about 

the challenges being faced across the state – from staffing, mutual aid, sustainability, cost, time, lack of 

back up, lack of leadership, etc. – and said it went exceptionally well but there is still a lot of work to be 

done.   

Further discussion followed on the purchase of the mannikins and end of the year budget transfers. 

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Piehler, the Board RESOLVED to 

approve the two baby mannikins for CPR purposes for $3508.77. Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, 

Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

 Department – (no report) 

 

 Union – 

Union President Kyle Rancourt said he received the MOU, their lawyer reviewed it and made some 

changes and now it is back with the District’s attorney. 
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VEHICLES: 

Lt. Anthony Champion gave the Board an update on the vehicle repairs that are currently being done or 

have recently been completed. Short discussion followed regarding backup equipment and the need for a 

plow frame as backup for the winter.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

- SAFER Grant – Work in progress. 
 

- Repairs and Repair Requests – Chief O’Connor reported that an emergency plumbing repair was done 

at Station 1 due to a leak in the women’s bathroom. He said that Redemption Mechanical had also 

given a price to fix the oil/water separator at Station 3 so he told them to go ahead and make the 

repair because no water can be used on the floor at Station 3 until it is fixed.     
 
- Recruitment & Retention – Secretary Le said there is one applicant that recently met with the 

membership committee and has been instructed to schedule a physical as the next step in the 

application process. Chief O’Connor reported that the recently appointed member, Art Holzmann, has 

started some of the in house training needed.     

 

NEW BUSINESS:    

- Fire Commissioner Election Resolution – Komorsky read the Fire Commissioner Election Resolution 

(attached).  

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to approve the resolution. Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Abstain, Pignataro – Aye, 

Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried. 
 

- Station 3 Oil/Water Separator – Discussed in Old Business. 
 

- Resolution to Override the Tax Levy Limit – Approved in Treasurer’s Report.  

 

ABSTRACT:  $32,593.08 

Upon a MOTION made by Piehler and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED to 

approve the bills and the abstract in the amount of $32,593.08 for the month of October. 

Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried. 

NEW BUSINESS: (cont.) 

- Santa Run - Company 3 member Michael Patrimonio said that there has been some interest in 

expanding the Santa Run districtwide. He said that they will need help with the legwork and reviewed 

the things needed for planning and getting word out to the community then offered to help pass along 

information that has worked for Company 3.  Discussion followed regarding more details about the 

Santa Run.   
 

- 2022 Final Budget – Komorsky asked if there were any discussions or comments from the Board about 

the 2022 budget that needed to be adopted very soon. Discussion followed regarding the need to fund 

the reserves for future expenses versus keeping the budget lower and the need to further discuss the 

SAFER grant. Tabled until after Executive Session.   

 

 

 



LAGRANGE FIRE DISTRICT 
504 Freedom Plains Rd • Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

  
 

 

BoFC Regular Meeting 10/26/21  
 

Please note that this meeting was conducted in person at 504 Freedom Plains Road in Poughkeepsie, NY AND open for public 

viewing and/or listening via the video conferencing platform Zoom. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: (none) 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 7:19 pm, upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Sassi, the Board 

RESOLVED to go into Executive Session to discuss one personnel item from the Chief and 

one contractual item from Sassi. Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, 

Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried. 

OPEN SESSION & MOTIONS:  

At 7:47 pm, the Board resumed Open Session.  

Upon a MOTION made by Piehler and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED to 

appoint Chief O’Connor the Fire District Medical Officer, or his designee. Burns – Aye, 

Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Komorsky – Aye, Pignataro – Aye. Motion Carried. 

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to adopt the revised #2 budget for 2022 with total estimated revenues of $9,981,084.00, 

with the additions into the Apparatus Reserve and Equipment Reserve (attached). 

Pignataro – Aye, Piehler – No, Burns – Aye, Sassi – No, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.  

ADJOURNMENT: 

At 7:51 pm, upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Piehler, the Board 

RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting.  Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, 

Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried. 

     Respectfully submitted, 

  

Bria Le – District Secretary 
Approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners on 11/9/21 



RESOLUTION TO OVERRIDE REAL PROPERTY TAX CAP FOR 2022 ONLY 

 
LaGrange Fire District 

in the Town of LaGrange  
Dutchess County, New York 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Fire Commissioners of the LaGrange Fire District (The Board) must 
adopt a proposed budget for 2022 which includes an estimate of fund balances in preparation for 
the annual fire district budget hearing and  
 

WHEREAS, the board did adopt its proposed budget in preparation for the budget hearing, and 
 
WHEREAS, the LaGrange Fire District held its annual fire district budget hearing on notice to the 
public on October 19th, 2021, wherein the Board considered the proposed budget and comments 
received for and against the proposed budget at said budget hearing, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the fire district for 2022 needs to exceed the real 
property tax cap established pursuant to General Municipal Law §3-c for that budget year due to 
financial considerations discussed by the board at its meeting in preparation of the budget, and  
 
WHEREAS, the proposed budget for 2022 calls for a real property tax levy that will exceed the 
real property tax cap which allows a tax levy of no more than $8,279,279; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to General Municipal Law §3-c, the fire district may adopt a budget that 
requires a tax levy that is greater than the tax levy limit for the coming fiscal year only if the board 
of fire commissioners first enacts a resolution, approved by a vote of sixty percent of the total 
voting power of such body, to override such limit for such coming fiscal year only. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Fire Commissioners approves this 
resolution to override the real property tax cap for the 2022 budget only, in order to permit an 
annual real property tax levy that will exceed the real property tax cap which permits only a 
2.97% increase in said tax levy which will result in a final annual fire district budget in the 
amount of $8,276,279 and 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
 
Chairman Marc Komorsky  ____Aye_____ ) 
Commissioner George Burns ____Aye_____ ) 
Commissioner Stephen Piehler ____Aye_____ ) 
Commissioner Anthony Pignataro ____Aye_____ ) 
Commissioner Richard Sassi ____Aye_____ ) 
 

The resolution was thereupon duly declared to have been adopted. 
 
 
  







Resolutions for Commissioner Elections 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Annual Fire District Election will take place on December 14th, 2021  

 Between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. with voting to take place at the following locations:   

  Firehouse #1, 2388 Route 82, for residents of General Election Districts 7, 9, & 10;  

 Firehouse #2, 504 Freedom Plains Road, for residents of General Election Districts 1, 5, 6, 8, & 

12;   

  Firehouse #3, 21 Red Oaks Mill Road, for residents of General Election Districts 2, 3, 4, & 11; 
  

 AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that each Candidate shall submit a petition setting forth their 

desired candidacy, subscribed by twenty-five (25) qualified voters of the LaGrange Fire District, to 

the Fire District Office, no later than November 24, 2021 at 5:00 pm; 

 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson and Election Inspectors/Ballot Clerks be 

compensated in the amount of $70.00 for their services and attendance at the annual election and 

to prepare the registers on 11/29/21;  

 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in case of any of the members appointed herein are unable to 

assume or perform the duties required of them, this Board of Fire Commissioners will appoint 

alternates who are resident electors; 

 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, if clerical help is deemed necessary, this Board of Fire 

Commissioners will consider the appointment of such clerical persons upon request of the 

Chairperson of the Fire District Board of Elections.  

   

The 2021 Election Board shall include: 

 

Chairperson   Bria Le  

Election Inspector  Station  TBD Eileen Cirigliano 

Ballot Clerk Station   TBD Jeanne Jones 

Election Inspector Station   TBD Maureen Vogel 

Ballot Clerk Station   TBD Jeanne Gensch 

Election Inspector Station   TBD Judyth Petschko  

Ballot Clerk Station   TBD Lisa Sassi 

 

 

    

 








