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BoFC Regular Meeting 9/28/21  
 

Please note that this meeting was conducted in person at 504 Freedom Plains Road in Poughkeepsie, NY AND open for public 

viewing and/or listening via the video conferencing platform Zoom. 

MINUTES 

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, September 28th, 2021 

   

  ATTENDEES: Chairman Marc Komorsky  Commissioner George Burns  

    Commissioner Richard Sassi (absent) Commissioner Anthony Pignataro 

    Commissioner Stephen Piehler   Chief Tim O’Connor   

    EMS Admin Michael Benenati   Treasurer Mark Pozniak 

    Secretary Bria Le  

 

At 6:06 pm Chairman Marc Komorsky called meeting of the LaGrange Board of Fire Commissioners to order 

for Tuesday, September 28th, 2021 and led the Pledge of Allegiance. He then welcomed everyone in 

attendance.  

 

MINUTES:  9/14/21 Regular Meeting  

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Burns and SECONDED by Commissioner Pignataro, 

the Board RESOLVED to accept the minutes from the 9/14/21 Regular Meeting.  Burns – Aye, 

Piehler – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried.    

 

CORRESPONDENCE: (none)  

 

ROOM USE REQUESTS:    

The Board held a short discussion about whether the meeting room could be used for non-fire district 

events. Tabled until next meeting.  

 

REPORTS:  (by officers present)        

• Treasurer –   

PROPOSED BUDGET:  Treasurer Mark Pozniak said that the Board has to adopt a proposed budget. He 

noted that he has given the Board a proposal that is the middle column from the draft two weeks ago 

plus the SAFER grant, but doesn’t include any adjustments for negotiations. He said that SAFER grant 

would cover any additional expenses from hiring give or take, but the taxes are being increased early to 

lessen the impact in years 4, 5, & 6. Komorsky stated for the record that the budget is not an 

acceptance, at this point, of the SAFER grant. Further discussion followed regarding the SAFER grant 

going to personnel and personnel related expenses. 

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED to 

accept the Proposed Budget with an increase of 7.85% with the caveat stated earlier that this is not 

accepting the SAFER grant and is subject to change with the negotiations in progress. Burns – Aye, 

Piehler – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried.    

  

• Chief –  

INCIDENTS:  Fire Chief Tim O’Connor reviewed the notable incidents that have recently occurred in the 

District (list attached). Short discussion followed regarding the response to a propane tank explosion 

and the District’s inability to answer a fire call and an EMS call at the same time due to lack of staffing     
 



LAGRANGE FIRE DISTRICT 
504 Freedom Plains Rd • Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

  

 

 

BoFC Regular Meeting 9/28/21  
 

Please note that this meeting was conducted in person at 504 Freedom Plains Road in Poughkeepsie, NY AND open for public 

viewing and/or listening via the video conferencing platform Zoom. 

TRAINING:  Chief O’Connor said that there is an EVOC class scheduled at Station 3 and two LaGrange 

members will be attending.  He noted the class filled up quickly. 

 Next O’Connor requested for the Board to approve out of county training for Dan Wysocki to a 

rescue basic technician class in Ulster County.   

Upon a MOTION made by Komorsky and SECONDED by Commissioner Piehler, the Board 

RESOLVED to let Dan Wysocki go to the Rescue Basic Technician class in Ulster County. Burns – Aye, 

Piehler – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - Aye. Motion Carried.    
 
PARAMEDICS & EMTS:  The Chief reported that he has spoken to Dutchess County Civil Service about 

civilian paramedics and civilian EMTs and that they said it could be done but hasn’t been in many years. 

Discussion followed about the difficulty in hiring firefighter/paramedics and the expense of training 

current firefighters to be paramedics. Lt. Anthony Champion requested that, due to the sole provider 

clause in the contract, the Board include the union in future discussions on this matter.   
 
VOLUNTEERS:  O’Connor said there was one applicant moving through the application process awaiting 

a meeting with the membership committee.    
 
COVID: Chief O’Connor said that the two staff members that were quarantined are now cleared and 

back to work.  
 
SAFETY DAY:  The Chief noted that Safety Day is coming up on October 2nd and Komorsky thanked Nate 

Trott for his work to organize Safety Day.   
 
GRANT:  O’Connor said that the County put out an email that notified agencies that an Emergency 

Disaster Declaration was made for Hurricane Ida so the District can go after 75% of the expenses spent 

related to it. He said he has gather the information and is looking into how to submit everything for 

reimbursement.   Komorsky asked about who is monitoring grants to see to which ones the District 

could apply. O’Connor said that applying to other grants is on hold until everyone hears a decision on 

the SAFER grant.   

 

At 6:28 pm, the meeting was temporarily unavailable on Zoom due to issues with the internet connection at the 

firehouse. At that time there were no participants viewing the meeting via Zoom.    

 

• EMS Administrator –  

AWARD:  EMS Administrator Benenati reported that (Training Lieutenant) Tom Martell is the recipient 

of the Dutchess County Advanced Life Support Provider of the Year Award and expressed his 

congratulations to Martell. Benenati thanked everyone who attended the awards dinner – Marc 

Komorsky, George Burns, Anthony Champion, Nick Filancia, Sean Hatfield, Steve Daly, Tim O’Connor, 

and Joan Siebert. He then noted that they had an opportunity to have a very positive impromptu 

parking lot discussion with New York State Director of EMS Brian Greenburg and a few other local 

agencies for over two hours. 
 
EVENT: Benenati said that on Friday, September 17th, 2021, the LaGrange Fire District was asked to 

provide routine EMS coverage for a varsity football at Arlington High School, which he said was a 

regular occurrence. He went on to detail the response from the District and thanked LaGrange 

members Paramedic Nate Herring-Trott, EMT Rob Wells, Lieutenant/Paramedic Tom Martell, EMT Joe 

Kile, Paramedic Steve Daly, EMT Brad Hildenbrand, Lieutenant/Paramedic Nate Plambeck, EMT Kyle 

Rancourt, EMT Paul DeMilto, Greg Bolner II, Marc Komorsky, Joan Siebert, Judy Coffin, & Robert 
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Michael – as well as Dutchess County Deputy Fire Coordinator Shawn Beresford, for their outstanding 

efforts in the difficult situation.  Discussion followed regarding the staff’s response to the incident and 

the ongoing activity associated with the event. Pignataro said that he doesn’t know how they stay 

focused in chaotic or stressful situations day in and day out and that he respects and appreciates that.  

Benenati also expressed his thanks to the Board of Fire Commissioners for their support in everything – 

the safety equipment, the medical equipment, the procedures, the training, etc. – that makes the staff 

successful at what they do and said it makes a difference for every patient. Further discussion followed 

regarding the leadership at the event.   

 

• Department – (no report) 

 

• Union –   

Union Treasurer Anthony Champion said the Union is looking forwards to the discussions and to continue 

what was going on the prior week.  

 

• Vehicle Repairs –  

Lt. Champion reviewed the repairs and servicing that is current being done on the vehicles and other 

pieces of equipment. He noted that a tear on one of the swiftwater suits happened during Ida and the 

Chief said the repair can be included in the items submitted for reimbursement. Short discussion 

followed regarding repairs.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

- Repairs and Repair Requests – Komorsky said he spoke to Al from Rabco about getting the end room 

at Firehouse #3 redone and updating the estimate. Komorsky then said he is working on getting some 

engineering done on the roof at Station 2 and will have someone come look at it for replacement. Chief 

O’Connor said that CPL will be meeting him the next day to look at the generator so that project is 

moving forward.        
  

- Recruitment & Retention – Secretary Le said there is an applicant that is ready for the Board to 

approve his membership. She said he passed his background check and physical, he has met with the 

membership committee, and he has been been approved by Company 2.   

Upon a MOTION made by Piehler and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board 

RESOLVED to accept the new applicant at Station 2, Mr. (Arthur) Holzmann. Burns – Aye, 

Piehler – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.      

Short discussion followed regarding training for exterior firefighters and the amount of training 

needed to bring a new member up to speed.  

 

At 6:55, the issue with the internet connection was resolved and the meeting resumed over Zoom. 
 

- FAP – Komorsky said that he feels the District should stay with the Workplace for now. Short discussion 

followed regarding exploring a different option for a backup or for the following year.   

Upon a MOTION Made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Piehler, the Board 

RESOLVED to approve the Workplace FAP for $1495 for the upcoming year. Burns – Aye, 

Piehler – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.  
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NEW BUSINESS:    

- Royal Carting Service Agreement – Komorsky read the amount for each firehouse listed in the 

agreement.    

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Piehler, the Board 

RESOLVED to accept the Royal Carting Service Agreement (attached) for the garbage. Burns 

– Aye, Piehler – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried. 
 

- LOSAP Actuarial Assumptions– Komorsky read an email from VFIS that said they were updating some 

actuarial assumptions for the LOSAP plans and wanted to know if the District intends to purchase 

annuities or to pay from the fund when participants reach entitlement age. Le said there are currently 

two members who are nearing entitlement age and the Board will need to decide how to pay the 

benefits. Discussion followed regarding the difference between purchasing the annuities versus paying 

from the plan.  Pozniak recommended purchasing the annuities for the two members due to the 

administrative burden on the staff then reassessing for future members reaching entitlement age.     

Upon a MOTION made by Piehler and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED to 

purchase annuities for the two upcoming retirees. Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Pignataro – 

Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

ABSTRACT:  $23,477.09 

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED 

to accept the abstract for $23,477.09 and pay the bills for the month of September. Burns – 

Aye, Piehler – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  (none) 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 7:09 pm, upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the 

Board RESOLVED to go into Executive Session to discuss one personnel item from Komorsky 

and two personnel items from O’Connor. Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, 

Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

OPEN SESSION & ADJOURNMENT:  

At 7:40 pm, the Board resumed Open Session and Komorsky asked if anyone remaining had any comments.  
 

At 7:42 pm, upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Piehler, the Board 

RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting.  Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – 

Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

  

Bria Le – District Secretary 
Approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners on 10/26/21 














