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504 Freedom Plains Rd • Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

  

 

 

BoFC Special Meeting 9/21/21  
 

 

 

 

MINUTES 

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

Special Meeting – Tuesday, September 21st, 2021  

 

  ATTENDEES: Chairman Marc Komorsky  Commissioner George Burns  

    Commissioner Anthony Pignataro Commissioner Stephen Piehler 

    Commissioner Richard Sassi  Chief Tim O’Connor   

    EMS Administrator Michael Benenati Treasurer Mark Pozniak 

    Secretary Bria Le  

 

At 7:04 pm, Chairman Marc Komorsky called the Special Meeting to order for Tuesday, September 21st, 2021. 

He asked everyone to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance then thanked everyone for attending the special 

meeting to discuss the SAFER (Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Response) grant. He requested that 

those in attendance not shout any questions and said there is a sign-up sheet for everyone who wishes to 

make a public comment.  Komorsky noted that, at this point, the Board has not accepted the grant nor had 

they rejected the grant and that they want to hear the public’s thoughts on the grant before making a 

decision. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

- SAFER Grant – Chief Tim O’Connor presented a PowerPoint slide show (attached) to demonstrate 

the need for additional staffing - including the current number of calls, the decline of volunteers 

in the District, the anticipated growth in the District, the need to meet NFPA standards, and the 

safety implications of current staffing levels – and how the grant will help to fund the staffing.  He 

also discussed the significance of being awarded the grant (only 6 departments in the state were 

awarded a SAFER grant) because FEMA recognized the need in the District.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

At 7: 57, Komorsky opened the meeting for public comments. He noted that those wishing to speak will be 

asked to come forward in the order that they signed in, asked each speaker to state their name and address 

for the record, and requested that each speaker limit their comments to three (3) minutes or less to allow 

time for everyone who wishes to be heard. Nine (9) individuals made public comments for the Board to 

consider.  
 
At 8:32, the public comments portion of the meeting ended.  

 

BILLS:   $122,683.43 

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Commissioner Burns, the Board 

RESOLVED to pay the bills for the month of September in the amount of $122,683.43. Burns – Aye, 

Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 8:33, upon a MOTION made by Sassi and SECONDED by Commissioner Piehler, the Board 

RESOLVED to go into Executive Session to discuss one administrative item from the Chief. Burns – Aye, 

Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   



LAGRANGE FIRE DISTRICT 
504 Freedom Plains Rd • Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

  

 

 

BoFC Special Meeting 9/21/21  
 

 

 

OPEN SESSION & ADJOURNMENT: 

At 9:30 pm, the Board resumed Open Session and said they had no further issues to discuss and asked if 

anyone else had any comments. Members of the public thanked the Board for calling the meeting and the 

Board thanked everyone involved in a recent EMS call.   
 

At 9:34, upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED to 

adjourn the meeting.  Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye.  Motion Carried.  

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

  

Bria Le – District Secretary 
Approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners on 10/12/21 
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