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BoFC Regular Meeting 5/11/21  
 

Please note that this meeting was conducted in person at 504 Freedom Plains Road in Poughkeepsie, NY AND open for public 

viewing and/or listening via the video conferencing platform Zoom, as per NYS Executive Order #202.1 (Continuing Temporary 

Suspension and Modification of Laws Related to the Disaster Emergency). 

MINUTES 

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, May 11th, 2021 

   

  ATTENDEES: Chairman Marc Komorsky  Commissioner George Burns  

    Commissioner Richard Sassi  Commissioner Anthony Pignataro 

    Commissioner Stephen Piehler (via Zoom) Chief Tiŵ O’CoŶŶor   

    EMS Admin Michael Benenati   Treasurer Mark Pozniak 

    Secretary Bria Le  

 

At 6:04 pm, Chairman Marc Komorsky called meeting of the LaGrange Board of Fire Commissioner to order 

for Tuesday, May 11th, 2021, and led the Pledge of Allegiance. He expressed his thanks on a personal level, 

to everyone for the baskets and support.  

 

MINUTES:  4/27/21 Regular Meeting 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro and SECONDED by Commissioner Burns, 

the Board RESOLVED to approve the minutes from 4/27/21.  Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, 

Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Abstain. Motion Carried.    

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

- Overlook Flag Day Parade – 6/14/21.  

- Email from Local 3813  

 

ROOM USE REQUESTS:   (none) 

 

REPORTS:  (by officers present)        

 Treasurer –   

CASH POSITION: Treasurer Mark Pozniak said that the bank accounts have been reconciled for the 

month ending April 30th, 2021, and that the Board has the bank statements, canceled checks, and 

reconciliations for review. Next he reported the cash position as of 4/30/21: Operating Cash - 

$7,546,316.99, Reserves & Restricted - $1,245,511.93, Total Cash - $8,791,828.92.   
 
VENDORS: Pozniak informed the Board that he met with a representative from Paychex and requested 

authorization to move forward with getting more information to see if their services could be a benefit.  

Discussion followed in regards to updating the current payroll process.  Pozniak also told the Board that 

he ŵet ǁith aŶ iŶsuraŶĐe ďroker, Williaŵ A. Sŵith & SoŶ, to disĐuss the DistriĐt’s liaďility iŶsuraŶĐe. He 
said the District is not unhappy with the current broker but always open to getting quotes or proposals. 

Short discussion followed regarding reviewing the insurance every couple of years.  
 
FINANCIAL TRENDS: Pozniak brought up some of the financial trends through the end of April and said 

he will get back to the Board at the next meeting with more details. Short discussion followed regarding 

inflation and increased costs.  
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Komorsky noted for the record that the Board has reviewed and signed off on the statements for the 

LaGrange Fire District General Fund Checking, General Fund Money Market, General Fund Personnel 

Services, Apparatus Reserve, Land & Building Reserve, and Trust & Agency checking accounts.  

  

 Chief –  

PAYROLL:  Fire Chief Tiŵ O’CoŶŶor reported that the District will lose support for Firehouse Software at 

the end of the year. He said that ESO bought out Firehouse Software that the staff met with ESO to 

discuss alternatives that include scheduling but the quote was very high. He said that he is still 

exploring alternative systems and noted that whether the solution will be a complete package or done 

in pieces will basically come down to price. Discussion followed regarding the current system and the 

DistriĐt’s Ŷeeds.   
 
At 6:ϯϮ pŵ, Chief O’CoŶŶor left the meeting to respond to an emergency call in the District.  

 

 EMS Administrator –  

ANNUAL EMS WEEK:  EMS Administrator Michael Benenati requested that the Board adopt a 

proclamation to declare the week of 5/16/21 – 5/22/21 as EMS Week and read the proclamation 

(attached). 

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED 

to recognize May 16th through May 22nd as Emergency Services Week. Burns – Aye, Piehler 

– Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   
 
AMBULANCE REMOUNT:  Benenati gave the Board an update on the status of the ambulance remount 

aŶd Ŷoted that he doesŶ’t yet haǀe a date oŶ the deliǀery.    
 
CID DRAFT AGREEMENT: Benenati said that he has the CIC draft agreement from the attorney and that 

is has been forwarded to Dave (Violante) for his review.  Benenati said he will bring it forward and the 

next Board meeting for adoption.  
 
At 6:40pm, Benenati left the meeting to respond to the emergency call (2nd alarm fire) that was still 

ongoing.  

 

 Department – (no report) 

 

 Union – (no report) 

 

Komorsky reported that J.H. Ketcham Hose Company in Dover Plains is having their annual carnival from 

June 21st – 24th and will host the DCVFA ;DutĐhess CouŶty VoluŶteer FireŵeŶ’s AssoĐiatioŶͿ Convention 

Parade on July 24th. They have asked if the District will be participating in the parade. Short discussion 

followed in regards to asking if the volunteers would like to participate in the parade.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

- Repairs and Repair Requests – Komorsky said he has been in contact with the engineer who is working 

on the specs for the Station 2 roof and noted that the roof replacement is in progress. Next he brought 

up the issues with the gutters, leaders and flashing at Station 3 and said he is waiting on the vendor to 

begin the repairs.  
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Komorsky said the Board has the proposals for the sinkhole repairs at Station 2 and short discussion 

followed regarding the proposals. 

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED 

to spend $2800 to remove and repair the sinkhole in the back and the work at the front at 

Firehouse #Ϯ aŶd eŶgage Brigg’s PaǀiŶg to do that at a Đost of $Ϯ800.00. BurŶs – Aye, 

Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   
 
- Recruitment & Retention – The Board continued their discussion on the issues facing the District in 

recruitment and retention of volunteer members. Komorsky brought up the need to create a process 

to speed up the application process. Further discussion followed regarding who should facilitate the 

process and how to make it better. Sassi said that he is working with the Chief to look at the physicals 

and see if they are creating a roadblock for some volunteers. Discussion followed regarding the 

roadblocks created by the physicals and mentorships. Burns noted that becoming a volunteer 

firefighter is a ďig tiŵe ĐoŵŵitŵeŶt aŶd people doŶ’t ǁaŶt to put iŶ the tiŵe aŶd Sassi suggested 
creating a culture that is more welcoming to volunteers. Further discussion followed regarding 

volunteers.  
 

- Station 2 Sinkhole Repairs – Addressed in Repairs and Repairs Request 
 

- Computer Upgrades – Komorsky read the proposal and discussion followed regarding whether all of 

the computers were needed. Tabled until the next meeting.  

 

NEW BUSINESS:    

- Provident Insurance – Accident policy renewal – Komorsky reviewed the proposal with the plan 

options. Lengthy discussion followed regarding the insurance coverage and then benefit of going with a 

longer plan.  

Pignataro made a MOTION to go with Plan 1 as provided by Provident for the next 

three years at a cost of $15,106.00. Discussion followed regarding the difference between 

the three plans. Pignataro rescinded his MOTION.  

Upon a MOTION made by Sassi and SECONDED by Piehler, the Board RESOLVED to 

accept the three year prepaid premium for Plan 2 for $15,935 from Provident.  Burns – Aye, 

Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.  Short 

discussion followed regarding a potential typo for one of the Plan 2 Benefits. Secretary Le 

said she would confirm the correct amount. 

 

- VESO Life Renewal Proposal – Komorsky read through the VESO Life Insurance proposal and a short 

discussion followed regarding the policy and the volunteer census.  

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED 

to accept the VESO Life insurance proposal prepared for LaGrange Fire District for the 

effective time period of 6/1/21 – 5/31/22. Discussion followed regarding the benefit of the 

life insurance policy. Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – 

Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

- 2021 Poll Site Notice – Komorsky reviewed the Poll Site Notices from the Dutchess County Board of 

Elections.  
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Upon a MOTION made by Sassi and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to accept the Dutchess County Board of Elections 2021 Poll Site Notices. Burns – Aye, 

Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.    

 

ABSTRACT:  $41,241.34 

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED 

to accept the abstract to pay the bills for the month of May and the end of April in the 

amount of $41,241.34. Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - 

Aye.  Motion Carried.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

Bob McCord stated that he thought Tony Pignataro was doing a good job as his replacement.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 7:36 pm, upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Pignataro, the 

Board RESOLVED to go into Executive Session to discussion one contractual item from Sassi, 

one employee benefit related item from the attorney, one contract negotiation item from 

Pignataro, and one contract negotiation item from Piehler. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, 

Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

OPEN SESSION & ADJOURNMENT:  

At 8:46 pm, the Board resumed Open Session.  

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to adjourn the meeting.  Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky 

- Aye.  Motion Carried.  

     Respectfully submitted, 

  

Bria Le – District Secretary 
Approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners on 6/8/21 
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EMS Week Proclamation 

 

To designate the week of May 16 – 22, 2021, as Emergency Medical Services Week; 

WHEREAS, Emergency Medical Services (EMS) is a vital public service; and 

WHEREAS, access to quality emergency care dramatically improves the survival and recovery 
rate of those who experience sudden illness or injury; and 

WHEREAS, EMS plays a critical role in public outreach and injury prevention, and is evolving 
in its role as an important member of the healthcare community; and 

WHEREAS, first responders, emergency medical technicians and paramedics stand ready to 
provide compassionate, lifesaving care to those in need 24 hours a day, seven days a week; 
and 

WHEREAS, emergency medical responders are supported by emergency medical 
dispatchers, firefighters, law enforcement officers, educators, administrators, researchers, 
emergency nurses, emergency physicians and others; and 

WHEREAS, the members of EMS teams, both career and volunteer, engage in thousands of 
hours of specialized training and continuing education to enhance their lifesaving skills; and 

WHEREAS, it is appropriate to recognize the value and the accomplishments of EMS 
practitioners by designating Emergency Medical Services Week; now 

THEREFORE, the Board of Fire Commissioners, Lagrange Fire District in recognition of this 
event do hereby proclaim the week of May 16 - 22, 2021, as 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES WEEK 

With the theme “THIS IS EMS: Caring for our Communities.” we encourage the community and 
members of the Fire District to observe this week with attending Continuing Medical Education 
programs, ceremonies and activities. 

 

 

By: _____________________  

 (print name) 

 

 _____________________ 

 (signature) 

 

 ____/____/______ 

  Date 


