
LAGRANGE FIRE DISTRICT 
504 Freedom Plains Rd • Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

  

 

 

BoFC Regular Meeting 3/9/21  
 

Please note that this meeting was conducted in person at 504 Freedom Plains Road in Poughkeepsie, NY AND open for public 

viewing and/or listening via the video conferencing platform Zoom, as per NYS Executive Order #202.1 (Continuing Temporary 

Suspension and Modification of Laws Related to the Disaster Emergency). 

MINUTES 

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, March 9th, 2021 

   

  ATTENDEES: Chairman Marc Komorsky  Commissioner George Burns  

    Commissioner Richard Sassi  Commissioner Anthony Pignataro 

    Commissioner Stephen Piehler  Chief Tim O’Connor   

    EMS Admin Michael Benenati  Treasurer Mark Pozniak 

    Secretary Bria Le  

 

At 6:16 pm, Chairman Marc Komorsky called the LaGrange Board of Fire Commissioner meeting to order for 

Tuesday, March 9th, 2021, and led the Pledge of Allegiance. Komorsky then thanked everyone for attending 

the meeting. 

 

MINUTES:  2/23/21 Regular Meeting 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Burns and SECONDED by Commissioner Pignataro, 

the Board RESOLVED to approve the minutes from the regular meeting on 2/23/21.  Burns – Aye, 

Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.    

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

- Checks – NYSIF dividends on earned premiums - $40,131.12 & $35,505.34 

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED to put 

the checks into the General Fund. Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, 

Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

ROOM USE REQUESTS:   (none) 

 

REPORTS:  (by officers present)        

• Treasurer –   

REPORT: Treasurer Mark Pozniak reported that as of February 28th, 2021 all bank accounts have been 

reconciled and are in the Board’s possession for signature.  He noted the cash balances (see attached 

report) as of the end of February and said he had three items for Executive Session – one regarding 

LOSAP, one regarding the (union) contract, and one regarding a new hire for the bookkeeper position.  

He said that the property tax monies should be available in a week or so and he will follow up with the 

Town to get a time frame.  Short discussion followed about the General Fund balance.      

 

Komorsky stated for the record that the Board has reviewed the Mahopac Tompkins statements for the 

LaGrange Fire District General Fund Checking account, General Fund Money Market account, Land & 

Building Reserve account, Personal Services account, and the Trust & Agency account.  He said they all 

appeared in good order.  

 

• Chief –  

TRAINING:  Fire Chief Tim O’Connor informed the Board that the two new hires started that day and 

that they will be going to the (NYS Fire) Academy to begin their recruit training on Saturday.  He 
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brought up the situation from a prior week that occurred at the academy and noted that the situation is 

being investigated. He said that he has every confidence that corrective actions have been taken and 

that it won’t happen again.   
 
 Next O’Connor said that he has two requests for out of town training. He said that the first one is a 

portable instrument technician certification course that would allow the District to calibrate and 

maintain its own meters every month instead of contracting out the service three times a year.  

O’Connor said that the closest class is in Philadelphia at Honeywell for a cost of $875 plus travel, food, 

lodging, and the overtime associated.  He noted the benefit would be the cost savings of not having to 

send the meters out.  Short discussion followed regarding the number of meters and who is interested 

in the course.   

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Sassi and SECONDED by Commissioner 

Piehler, the Board RESOLVED to approve one attendee. Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – 

Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   
 

The Chief said the next training request was for Kyle Rancourt to attend an Officer 1 class at 

Montour at cost of $342, which includes meals and lodging at the academy, plus travel expenses and 

associated overtime.   

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED 

to approve Kyle Rancourt to attend Montour Falls’ Officer 1 class.  Burns – Aye, Piehler – 

Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

AFG GRANT:   The Chief said he has almost completed the final paperwork and noted that he is within 

the time deadline. 

 

• EMS Administrator –  

CME PROGRAM:  EMS Administrator Michael Benenati said that work on establishing the new CME 

program is a huge, extensive project and expressed his appreciation for all of the help that Randi Port 

has been able to provide.  
 
AMBULANCE REMOUNT:  Benenati reported that work is continuing on the remounted ambulance and 

as soon as it is done with the paint he will go down for an inspection. He noted that the permissive 

referendum for the Stryker stretcher will be satisfied the following week so that order will be able to 

move forward.   
 
QUALITY ASSURANCE: Benenati informed the Board that he has also been working on some quality 

assurance measures that are being imposed by the Region and State EMS. He reviewed how the time 

frame for the completion of an electronic pre-hospital care report is affected by the measures and said 

that it is only the beginning that more measures will be pushed through in an effort to improve patient 

care.  
 
FH SOFTWARE: Next Benenati brought up the need to replace Firehouse Software and noted that the 

company was bought and the software is outdated. He said there is a meeting the next day to walk 

through a needs analysis that has been written.  
 
LOSAP: Benenati asked if the secretary was ready to talk about LOSAP.  He reminded the Board that the 

State has allowed the agency to award call points during the time of COVID when member were unable 
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to respond on calls.  He said that volunteers were restricted by the District from responding on calls 

beginning March 25th, 2020, and were allowed to respond to calls again on June 9th, 2020.  He noted 

that up to 5 points can be awarded monthly and prorated for the partial months and based on the 

restricted dates that members could be awarded up to 12.5 call points.  He said that Board would need 

to adopt a resolution to award the points.  Short discussion followed about a full resolution and the 

restriction determinations. 

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Sassi, the Board RESOLVED  

to award 12.5 LOSAP points for volunteers for the time restricted of March 25th, 2020, 

through June 9th, 2020.  Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky 

– Aye. Motion Carried.   
 

CIC AGREEMENT:  Benenati said that he spoke about the CIC agreement at the last meeting but noted 

that he hasn’t gotten very far on it yet due to working on the remainder of the CME Programs. 
 
NITROUS OXIDE: Benenati said that the nitrous oxide equipment that the Board previously approved 

has arrived and Lt. Plambeck has starting working on implementing it. He noted that it is a big project 

and the District’s medical director has been brought in to help with the process.  
 
COVID NUMBERS:  Benenati briefly reported that there were 13 cases in January, 17 in February, and 5 

already in March, and noted that these were just instances where the PCR clearly said primary or 

secondary impression was COVID or the hospital said it was a positive case.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: Next Benenati said he had one personnel item for Executive Session.  

 

• Department – (no report) 

 

• Union –  

Union President Kyle Rancourt said they were prepared to meet with the Board in Executive Session to 

discuss the contractual matter.   

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

- Repairs and Repair Requests – Komorsky reported on the mold repair at Station 3. He said the water 

was getting in at the foundation line and described the repairs that have been done so far. He said 

things were not as bad as originally thought but the cause of the issues will have be addressed to 

prevent the damage again. Short discussion followed regarding the cause of the mold and damage.  

Komorsky said that the washer/dryers are being installed the next day at Stations 1 & 2 and said the 

roof is being addressed once the ice and snow is gone.   

- COVID LOSAP Resolution – Address in EMS Administrator’s report.   

 

NEW BUSINESS:   (none) 

 

ABSTRACT:  $135,825.93 

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED 

to approve the abstract for the month of February in the amount of $135,825.93. Burns – 

Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - Aye.  Motion Carried.  
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PUBLIC COMMENTS:  (none) 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 6:47 pm, upon a MOTION made by Sassi and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED 

to go into Executive Session to discussion one item from the Union contract from Komorsky, one 

item related to a volunteer from Hekle, one LOSAP item, one (Union) contract item, and one new 

hire item from Pozniak, one personnel item from Benenati, and one item from O’Connor, who had 

to leave to go to a (emergency) call. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, 

Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

OPEN SESSION & RESOLUTIONS:  

At 10:13 pm, the Board resumed Open Session.  

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED to 

approve the Chairman of the Board, or his designee, to execute an agreement to straightened out a 

volunteer’s LOSAP and past missed pay of $10,350, plus the increase of the monthly pay that he 

missed out on of $150 going forward. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, 

Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried. 
 
Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED to 

approve the Chief to go forward on submitted the SAFER grant for nine new hires.  Burns – Aye, 

Pignataro – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

At 10:16 pm, upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board 

RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting.  Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, 

Komorsky - Aye.  Motion Carried.  

     Respectfully submitted, 

  

Bria Le – District Secretary 
Approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners on 3/23/21 






































