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BoFC Regular Meeting 3/23/21  
 

Please note that this meeting was conducted in person at 504 Freedom Plains Road in Poughkeepsie, NY AND open for public 

viewing and/or listening via the video conferencing platform Zoom, as per NYS Executive Order #202.1 (Continuing Temporary 

Suspension and Modification of Laws Related to the Disaster Emergency). 

MINUTES 

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, March 23rd, 2021 

   

  ATTENDEES: Chairman Marc Komorsky  Commissioner George Burns  

    Commissioner Richard Sassi  Commissioner Anthony Pignataro (via Zoom)

    Commissioner Stephen Piehler (via Zoom) Chief Tim O’Connor   

    EMS Admin Michael Benenati  Treasurer Mark Pozniak (via Zoom) 

    Secretary Bria Le  

 

At 6:05 pm, Chairman Marc Komorsky called the LaGrange Board of Fire Commissioner meeting to order for 

Tuesday, March 23rd, 2021, and led the Pledge of Allegiance. The Board then held a moment of silence for 

the victims in Colorado and for the people in the fire at Spring Valley. Komorsky then thanked everyone in 

attendance. 

 

MINUTES:  3/5/21 Special Meeting & 3/9/21 Regular Meeting 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Burns and SECONDED by Commissioner Sassi, the 

Board RESOLVED to approve the minutes from the 3/5/21 Special Meeting.  Burns – Aye, Piehler – 

Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.    

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Sassi, the Board RESOLVED to approve 

the 3/9/21 Regular Meeting minutes.  Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, 

Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

- Letter from LaGrange Knights of Columbus RE: Carnival. Short discussion followed regarding how the 

crews man the event.  

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Commissioner Piehler, the Board 

RESOLVED to approve an EMS standby crew for the carnival. Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, 

Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

ROOM USE REQUESTS:   (none) 

 

REPORTS:  (by officers present)        

• Treasurer –  (no report) 

 

• Chief –  

TRAINING:  Fire Chief Tim O’Connor reported that the two recruits are at the academy in Montour and 

that he will be visiting during their training the following week while they will be doing the most 

physical part of their training. 

 The chief noted that the Board approved a portable instrument technician course and one person is 

interested in going.    He also said that Kyle Rancourt is no longer on the waiting list and has been 

admitted in the Officer 1 training course that was also previously approved by the Board. Chief 

O’Connor then reported on the Southeast Extrication School that two staff members attended. He said 

that in a couple of week the members who attended will show the remaining staff what they learned 
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on a couple of school buses that have been obtained for the training. Short discussion followed 

regarding the school buses and the training.   
 
STAFF VEHICLES: Chief O’Connor brought up the questions that was previously raised about volunteers 

using a District car to respond to calls directly from their home. Discussion followed about how the 

process would work. The chief agreed to work on a policy to address it.  
 
AFG GRANT: O’Connor said there were a couple of changes submitted under a scope of work 

amendment and he is just waiting for a final approval on the resubmittal.   
 
AHS FOOTBALL:  The Chief said that in addition to the request from the Knights of Columbus, Arlington 

High School has requested EMS standby for three football games in April.  Discussion followed about 

standby for the games. 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Pignataro and SECONDED by Piehler, the Board 

RESOLVED to have an ambulance at the Arlington football games on April 1st at 6 o’clock, April 10th 

at 1:30, and April 20th at 6:30. Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – 

Aye. Motion Carried. 
 
COVID HOURS: Chief O’Connor reported that the District is at 728 COVID hours so far this year.  He had 

that they haven’t had to put a 7th person on since January.  He then reviewed the recent administrative 

leaves due to COVID and short discussion followed.  
 
BUILDINGS:   The Chief reported that the washer/dryer unit at Station 1 is done. Short discussion 

followed about the concrete work that needs to be done at Station 1, the mold remediation project at 

Station 3, and the landscaping and gutter work at Station 3. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Chief O’Connor said he had one contractual issue, two personnel, and one other 

issue to discuss with the Board in Executive Session.   

 

• EMS Administrator –  

PHYSIO-CONTROL LIFEPAK 15 SERVICE AGREEMENT:  EMS Administrator Michael Benenati said it was 

time to re-sign the Physio-Control LifePak 15 service agreement that goes from 3/17/21 – 3/16/25 for a 

total cost of $20,400, payable annually $5100/year. 

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Piehler, the Board RESOLVED to 

approve the Physio—Control agreement for $20,400 or $5100 per year.  Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, 

Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried. 
  

Short discussion followed regarding annual inspections on the stretchers.  
 
AMBULANCE REMOUNT:  Benenati reported that the ambulance remount is progressing nicely and that 

he and Jason Ryan will be going to VCI in NJ the following day for a site inspection. Discussion followed 

regarding ambulance and other vehicle repairs and how to handle them.    
 
EXISTING 47-73: Benenati brought up the existing 47-73 and said that the Board needed to have a 

discussion at the next meeting on what to do with that vehicle once the new remount arrives. Short 

discussion followed regarding the benefits of keeping the vehicle.   
 
CIC AGREEMENT: Next Benenati said that a draft of the agreement has been sent to the attorney for 

review.  
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COVID: Benenati gave an update on the COVID numbers from 3/1 – 3/22 and noted that the District is 

still seeing a significant number of COVID patients. Discussion followed regarding a number comparison 

to the prior year and the current status of COVID cases in the area.   

 

• Department – (no report) 

 

• Union –  

Union President Kyle Rancourt said they had some contract items to talk about in Executive Session.   

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

- Repairs and Repair Requests – Komorsky noted that the Chief gave updates on most of the repairs. He 

said that he met with a roofer and got quotes but the work is going to have to be put out to bid. 

Discussion followed about the roof sealcoating proposal and the offer from the architect to look at the 

roof.     

- COVID LOSAP Resolution – Komorsky read the resolution for LOSAP points during COVID (full 

resolution attached).  

Upon a MOTION made by Sassi and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED to 

accept the resolution as read by Komorsky. Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, 

Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - Aye.  Motion Carried. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:    

- Sta. 1 and Sta. 2 Roof proposals – Discussed in Old Business 
 

- Lifepak 15 Protect program – Discussed in EMS Administrator’s report.  
 

- Copier Maintenance Agreement for Sta 2 copier – Komorsky read the copier agreement for the Station 

2 copier (attached). 

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to approve the Bell Copiers agreement. Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – 

Aye, Komorsky - Aye.  Motion Carried. 

 

ABSTRACT:  $49,711.09 

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Sassi, the Board RESOLVED to 

pay the bills for the month of March as per the abstract in the amount of $49,711.09. Burns 

– Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - Aye.  Motion Carried.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  (none) 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 7:07 pm, upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED 

to go into Executive Session to discussion one contractual, two personnel, and one administrative 

issue from the Chief, and one contractual issue from the Union. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, 

Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   
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OPEN SESSION & ADJOURNMENT: 

At 9:47 pm, the Board resumed Open Session and Komorsky noted that there was one item scheduled for 

Executive Session that the Board did not get to discuss, the contract items with the Union.  

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Sassi, the Board RESOLVED to adjourn 

the meeting.  Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - Aye.  Motion 

Carried.  

     Respectfully submitted, 

  

Bria Le – District Secretary 
Approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners on 4/13/21 





 

 

RESOLUTION 

_LAGRANGE_FIRE DISTRICT 

AMENDMENT OF LOSAP POINT SYSTEM 

PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 113 OF THE LAWS OF 2020 

       

WHEREAS, the Board of Fire Commissioners of the LaGrange Fire District has by appropriate 

resolution and referendum previously established a Length of Service Awards Program [hereinafter 

referred to as LOSAP] for the active volunteer firefighters of the LaGrange Fire Department in 

accordance with Article 11-A of the General Municipal Law; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Fire Commissioners has established a Point System for the LOSAP in 

accordance with General Municipal Law §217 in order to determine which active volunteer firefighter 

program participants qualify each year to be awarded a year of service credit under the LOSAP; and  

 

WHEREAS, General Municipal Law §217 was amended by Chapter 113 of the Laws of 2020 as 

follows; 

 

AN ACT to amend the general municipal law, in relation to the determination of points for service 

award programs for volunteer firefighters during a state disaster emergency and authorizing 

service award program sponsors to adjust certain point systems when such sponsor adopts written 

emergency response protocols 

 

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows: 

Section 1. Section 217 of the general municipal law is amended by adding at new subdivisions (p) 

to read as follows: 

 

(p)  For  purposes  of  determining total points earned for a calendar year in which a state disaster 

emergency, as defined in  section  twenty of  the  executive  law,  has  been declared pursuant to 

executive order number two hundred two of two thousand twenty, as  amended,  to  address the  

outbreak  of novel coronavirus, COVID-19, an active volunteer firefighter service award program 

may provide for the  crediting  of  up  to five  additional points per month, prorated for periods of 

less than one month, to each active volunteer firefighter for each month that  special emergency 

response rules were in place restricting firefighter responses to  emergency responses and/or 

restricting the holding of activities for which points could be earned due to  guidelines  related  to  

the  state disaster emergency. A political subdivision electing to provide the additional points 

authorized under this subdivision shall adopt a resolution by April thirtieth, two thousand twenty-

one determining the number of additional points to be credited per month, provided that any 

additional points credited pursuant to this subdivision shall be in addition to any other points 

earned pursuant to this section during the state disaster emergency. 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Fire Commissioners has determined to award five (5) points per month, 

prorated for periods of less than one month, under the Point System for each month or part thereof 

that the COVID- 19 State of Emergency was in place and active volunteer firefighter program 

participants performed their duties under special restrictive emergency response rules created by the 

Board in consultation with the Chief related to restricted emergency responses and/or restricting 



 

 

the holding of activities for which points could be earned due to  guidelines  related  to  the  State 

Disaster Emergency; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Fire Commissioners has determined that active volunteer firefighter 

program participants performed their duties under special emergency response rules related to 

emergency responses and/or restricting the holding of activities for which points could be earned 

due to guidelines related to the State Disaster Emergency during the period of March 25, 2020 

through June 8th, 2020, and that regular emergency response guidelines and activities were put 

back in place as of June 9th, 2020; 

 

IT IS RESOLVED, that in accordance with the above-referenced statutory authority the Fire 

District LOSAP Points System is hereby amended to afford active volunteer firefighter program 

participants credit for an additional five (5) points per month, prorated for periods of less than one 

month, for the period of March 25th, 2020, through June 8th, 2020, and LOSAP coordinators who 

maintain Point System records are directed to adjust the point totals for each active volunteer 

firefighter program participant for the time during such period that he or she was listed as an active 

volunteer firefighter; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that volunteer firefighters that were not on the active rolls during 

all or part of the aforesaid period due to a leave of absence, suspension or other reason shall not 

be eligible for these special LOSAP COVID-19 points during any period that they were not active 

firefighters participating in the accumulation of points under the LOSAP; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Fire Commissioners reserves the authority under 

this resolution to grant special COVID-19 points at any point in the future if the State of 

Emergency remains in effect, or is reinstated, and the Board is required to return to emergency 

response and point generating activity restrictions should future developments with regard to the 

pandemic require the Board impose a new set of restrictions for additional periods of time. 

 

The adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote and upon roll call the vote was as 

follows: 

 

Chairman Marc Komorsky   ___Aye__  

Commissioner  George Burns  ___Aye__   

Commissioner  Stephen Piehler ___Aye__ 

Commissioner  Richard Sassi   ___Aye__   

Commissioner  Anthony Pignataro ___Aye__   

  

The resolution was thereupon duly adopted. 

 

Dated:   LaGrange, New York 

  March 23rd, 2021 
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