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BoFC Regular Meeting 2/23/21  
 

Please note that this meeting was conducted in person at 504 Freedom Plains Road in Poughkeepsie, NY AND open for public 

viewing and/or listening via the video conferencing platform Zoom, as per NYS Executive Order #202.1 (Continuing Temporary 

Suspension and Modification of Laws Related to the Disaster Emergency). 

 

MINUTES 

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, February 23rd, 2021 

   

  ATTENDEES: Chairman Marc Komorsky  Commissioner George Burns  

    Commissioner Richard Sassi  Commissioner Anthony Pignataro 

    Commissioner Stephen Piehler (via Zoom) Chief Tim O’Connor   

    EMS Admin Michael Benenati  Treasurer Mark Pozniak (via Zoom) 

    Secretary Bria Le  

 

At 6:06 pm, Chairman Marc Komorsky called the regular meeting to order for LaGrange Fire District for 

Tuesday, February 23rd, 2021. He led the Pledge of Allegiance then welcomed everyone in attendance.   

 

APPOINTMENTS & SWEARING IN: 

Komorsky requested for Joseph Zaluski and Nicholas Filancia to stand and requested a motion to appoint 

them. 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Sassi and SECONDED by Commissioner Burns, the 

Board RESOLVED to accept Joseph Zaluski and Nicholas Filancia as new firefighters/EMTs for 

LaGrange Fire District.  Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky –Aye. 

Motion Carried.  
 
Secretary Le administered the Firefighter Oath of Allegiance to the Zaluski and Filancia and Komorsky 

offered congratulations on behalf of the Board of Fire Commissioners and the firefighters in attendance. 

Chief Tim O’Connor said he would like to take the new hires to the bays for some photos and Lieutenant 

Michael Caso presented them with uniform items. 
 
At 6:12 pm, Komorsky stated that the Board is taking a short recess for the new hires to take some photos. 
 
At 6:25 pm, Komorsky resumed the regular meeting agenda. 

 

MINUTES:  2/9/21 Regular Meeting & 2/17/21 Special Meeting 

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Commissioner Pignataro, the Board 

RESOLVED to approve the minutes from Regular Meeting on February 9th, 2021.  Burns – Aye, 

Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.    

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED to 

approve the minutes from the 2/17/21 Special Meeting. Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Abstain 

(due to missing most of the meeting), Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE:   

- Thank you note – The Martin Family 

 

ROOM USE REQUESTS:   (none) 
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REPORTS:  (by officers present)        

• Treasurer –  (none) 
 

Chief O’Connor requested to let the vendor under New Business go first. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

- Union Vale Solar Farm – Carin Lieberman from Common Energy presented information 

regarding the Union Vale Solar Farm and emphasized the saving the Fire District could see from 

joining the farm (see attached flyer). Discussion followed regarding details of the solar farm 

and how it works with Central Hudson.   

 

REPORTS:  (cont.) 

• Chief –  

TRAINING:  Chief O’Connor presented a request for two members, Sean Hatfield and Scott Merritt, to 

attend the Southeastern Extrication School in South Carolina at a cost of $400 per student plus lodging. 

He noted that they will drive a staff car so they can transport their turnout gear for the class. Short 

discussion followed regarding the transportation.  

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Piehler and SECONDED by Burns, the Board 

RESOLVED to approve Sean Hatfield and Scott Merritt to attend. Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – 

Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.    
 
EQUIPMENT:   O’Connor said that the Board approved the replacement of thermal imaging cameras 

and noted that the cameras have come in and there has been training on them.   
 
GRANTS:  The Chief reported that the District has been awarded the AFG grant and he accepted it. He 

said that there is some paperwork that he has to complete to finalize it and the total amount awarded 

was $86,305.92 out of the about $108,000 requested. Komorsky expressed thanks on behalf of the 

Board of Fire Commissioners to everyone who helped with the grant application. 
  

COVID HOURS:  Chief O’Connor informed the Board that so far there have been 728 hours this year for 

staffing the sixth person and said that there have also been a few more hours in the COVID IMT 

meeting. Short discussion followed regarding the state of COVID in the area and the current firehouse 

precautions.   
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  The Chief said he had two personnel items to discuss in Executive Session. 

 

• EMS Administrator –  

CIC:  EMS Administrator Michael Benenati said that the NYS CME Based Recertification Program, which 

the District has participated in for many years, changed beginning Jan. 1st, 2020 to need a Certified 

Instructor Coordinator (CIC) to sign off on the providers’ renewal process. He noted that the District 

doesn’t currently have a CIC but that there is some interest from staff in becoming one. He requested, 

in the meantime, to engage in an agreement with David Violante as an independent contractor for his 

services as a CIC. Benenati noted that NYS extended everyone’s certification one year due to COVID so 

that renewal packets are starting to become due.  Discussion followed regarding how the agreement 

would work and when/if any current District employees would become a CIC.  Benenati said that he 

expects that the agreement could be written up within the next month or two if everyone was on board 
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and then recommended that the Board engage Violante for $2500 annually. Further discussion 

followed regarding the union’s thoughts on the matter.   

 

COVID:  Benenati reported that in February the District has had 10 cases where the primary impression, 

the secondary impression, or feedback from the hospital indicated a positive patient with a total of 43 

possible cases. He said that COVID is not over and that the numbers were down due to the large 

holiday spike.  

 

VCI:  Benenati gave the Board an update on the ambulance remount and noted that it was less than 

sixty days out. He reviewed some of the items currently being completed on it and said that he would 

probably do a site visit one day next week to see the progress.     

 

• Department – (no report) 

 

• Union – (no report) 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

- Repairs and Repair Requests – Komorsky said that Firehouse 3 has a leak in the eaves going in 

to the meeting room and said it will be addressed once the snow and ice starts to thaw. Burns 

brought up the Station 2 roof leak and Komorsky said it was a work in progress. Chief O’Connor 

reported on the work that has been done upstairs at Station 2 and noted that the 

washer/dryer should be brought up next week and the walls for the bunks upstairs should be 

in by the end of the week.   

 

NEW BUSINESS:    

- Union Vale Solar Farm – Addressed earlier in meeting. 

- Insurance – Cyber Liability policy renewal – Komorsky said that this is something that the District 

has been doing the past couple of years and recommended renewing it for $2450.00.  

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED 

to renew the Rose & Kiernan Cyber Liability policy. Burns – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Piehler – Aye, 

Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.  

- IT – Equipment & Software Maintenance Agreement and Equipment & Software Support 

Agreement – Komorsky said the Board needed to decide how many support hours. Short 

discussion followed regarding the hours from prior years.   

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the Board 

RESOLVED to approved the Equipment & Software Maintenance Agreement (copy 

attached) for a twelve month term for a price of $3650.00. Burns – Aye, Piehler – 

Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - Aye.  Motion Carried. 
    

 Short discussion followed regarding the amount of IT work done in 2020.  

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Piehler, the Board 

RESOLVED to accept the 130 hour program for an annual price of $12,350.00 (copy 

attached). Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - Aye.  

Motion Carried. 
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- LOSAP Points – Le brought up the State’s amendment (to GML law) to allow fire districts to 

award LOSAP points to volunteers who were restricted from responding to calls in 2020 due to 

COVID.  She said if the Board was interested she would consult with the attorney to draft a 

resolution. Short discussion followed about the points and the restriction dates in 2020.  

 

ABSTRACT:  $136,637.85 

Upon a MOTION made by Sassi and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to accept the abstract for the end of January/beginning of February in the amount of 

$136,637.85. Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - Aye.  

Motion Carried.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  (none) 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 7:16 pm, upon a MOTION made by Sassi and SECONDED by Burns,  the Board RESOLVED 

to go into Executive Session to discuss two personnel items from the Chief and one commissioner 

related item and one union contract item from Komorsky. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Piehler – 

Aye, Sassi – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

OPEN SESSION & ADJOURNMENT:  

At 7:27 pm, the Board resumed Open Session.  
 
Short discussion held about whether meetings should be remote or in person. Komorsky said that the 

Board would be running their meetings in a hybrid form.  

At 7:33 upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED 

to adjourn the meeting.  Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - Aye.  

Motion Carried.  

     Respectfully submitted, 

  

Bria Le – District Secretary 
Approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners on 3/9/21 




















