
LAGRANGE FIRE DISTRICT 
504 Freedom Plains Rd • Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

  

 

 

BoFC Regular Meeting 2/9/21  
 

Please note that this meeting was conducted remotely and open for public viewing and/or listening using the video conferencing 

platform Zoom, as per NYS Executive Order #202.1 (Continuing Temporary Suspension and Modification of Laws Related to the 

Disaster Emergency). 

 

MINUTES 

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, February 9th, 2021 

   

  ATTENDEES: Chairman Marc Komorsky  Commissioner George Burns  

    Commissioner Richard Sassi  Commissioner Anthony Pignataro 

    Commissioner Stephen Piehler  Chief Tim O’Connor   

    EMS Admin Michael Benenati  Secretary Bria Le  

 

At 6:05 pm, Chairman Marc Komorsky called the LaGrange Board of Fire Commissioner meeting to order for 

Tuesday, February 9th, 2021 via Zoom and led the Pledge of Allegiance. Komorsky then welcomed everyone 

on the call. 

 

MINUTES:  1/26/21 Regular Meeting 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Burns and SECONDED by Commissioner Pignataro, 

the Board RESOLVED to approve the minutes from the 1/26/21 Regular Meeting.  Burns – Aye, 

Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.    

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  (none) 

 

ROOM USE REQUESTS:   (none) 

 

REPORTS:  (by officers present)        

• Treasurer –   

BANK STATEMENT: Treasurer Mark Pozniak reported that all of the bank statements have been 

provided to the Board and all of the accounts have been reconciled except the General Checking 

account that still has a couple of items remaining to be reconciled.  
 
GRANT: Pozniak noted that the District had applied for a grant that would have paid 95% of the COVID 

costs and his understanding is that the grant was not approved. He said he would take those same 

expenses and submit them through a different FEMA grant. Chief O’Connor said he wasn’t sure if the 

first grant is denied as the awards come in waves. Short discussion followed and Pozniak said he would 

wait until a final determination is made on the first grant submission before submitting the other one.  
 
VFIS: Pozniak said that VFIS has contacted the District about a potential change in the funding amounts 

going forward. He said he spoke to the representative at VFIS and they are looking for some insight into 

the District’s decisions about paying through the plan or purchasing annuities. He described the options 

and the increased cost difference between them. Discussion followed regarding the need to get further 

information about the actuarial tables and assumptions. Pozniak said he would report back to the 

Board on the matter.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: Pozniak said he had one personnel item for Executive Session.   
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• Chief –  

VEHICLES:  Chief Tim O’Connor said that Mike Hekle is online with the referendum on 97’s replacement 

and that the snow chains on 47-73 need work. He reported that 47-71 was trailered to Long Island with 

a liquid spring issue and it came back today. He said the vehicle came back a lot sooner than expected.  

Short discussion followed regarding the cost of the tow and if it was covered by warranty.     

  O’Connor said that the Board had previously discussed all of the work that the mechanic used to 

do that is no longer being done. Discussion followed about how other departments are handling 

mechanic work and the need to address the issue.  
 
SCBAS:   The Chief informed the Board that the SCBA class was held and all of the District’s SCBAs were 

hydro-tested, inspected, and maintained. He said that two needed repairs which would be done in the 

firehouse. 
 
PERSONNEL:  Chief O’Connor said that interviews would be held on Thursday and that one seat is 

currently held for us in Montour and two seats are available for us in Westchester.  Short discussion 

followed regarding sending people to the academy for training.  
 
 COVID:  The Chief said that he sent the Board the COVID hours and related costs. Short discussion 

followed regarding the funds spent this year. He said that he held an IMT meeting on Friday and 

discussed the six person. He said the numbers (in the area) are going down but the group isn’t sure if 

they are truly going down or just in a lull.  He said there is another meeting scheduled for the 19th to 

reevaluate.  
 

SAFER GRANT:  Chief O’Connor said he put together a power-point presentation regarding the SAFER 

grant and he will go over it later in the meeting. 
  

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  O’Connor said he had two personnel items for Executive Session. 

 

• EMS Administrator –  

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  EMS Administrator Michael Benenati said that he had one item for Executive 

Session. 
 
COVID:  Benenati said that he received an email from Commissioner Piehler asking about COVID 

numbers.  He reviewed the number of COVID positive cases the District has encountered and the 

number of suspected cases. Next he reviewed the length of call times over the past couple of months. 

Short discussion followed regarding COVID testing at the hospital.    

 

• Department – (no report) 

 

• Union – (no report) 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

- Repairs and Repair Requests – Komorsky asked the Chief if the mold issue at Station 3 is being 

addressed and O’Connor said the vendor will notify him when he can begin the work. Komorsky noted 

that the washer/dryer has arrived at Company 2 and the Chief confirmed that the plumbing work has 
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been done, the electrician is coming next week, and the flooring will be done on Thursday & Friday.  

Komorsky said that (Jeff) Kaiser is working on getting quotes for the kitchen cabinets at Station 2.   

O’Connor asked if all of the Commissioners had done the workplace violence and sexual 

harassment training. Short discussion followed about sending out additional notices.  

 

NEW BUSINESS:    

- Radio Tower Lease from Sedgewick Road LLC – Komorsky asked if everyone had had a chance to 

look at the lease extension.  Short discussion followed regarding the radio tower.  

Upon a MOTION made by Pignataro and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED 

to accept the radio tower lease with Sedgewick Road, LLC for the year 2021 (attached). 

Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

Komorsky reported that there are a lot of proposed building plans in the Town (of LaGrange) coming up in 

the spring and summer that could add about 1000 units.  He described several of the proposed plans and 

said he spoke to the town councilmen about getting additional assistance for the fire district to help with 

the increased call volume. Discussion followed about getting assistance from the developers.    

 

ABSTRACT:  $49,095.47 

Upon a MOTION made by Sassi and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED to 

approve the abstract for the end of January/beginning of February of $49,095.47. Burns – 

Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - Aye.  Motion Carried.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  (none) 

 

CHIEF’S REPORT:  (cont.) 

Chief O’Connor noted that the SAFER grant could dramatically impact the department and that the Board 

needs to know what it is and how it could affect the district.  He presented a slideshow (attached) going 

over details of the grant and how lack of staffing affects the District’s response ability.  Discussion followed 

about meeting with NFPA standards. Komorsky requested for the Board to have an opportunity to review 

the information and come back with questions at the next meeting.   

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 7:41 pm, upon a MOTION made by Sassi and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board 

RESOLVED to go into Executive Session to discussion one personnel item regarding a volunteer, four 

personnel items, one item pertaining to interviews, one item regarding an internet issue, and one 

item regarding a FEMA grant from Komorsky, one personnel item from Pozniak, two personnel 

items from O’Connor, and one personnel item from Benenati. Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Piehler 

– Aye, Sassi – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

OPEN SESSION & PERMISSIVE REFERENDUM:  

At 9:10 pm, the Board resumed Open Session.  

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Sassi, the Board RESOLVED to approve 

the Resolution of the LaGrange Fire District to Purchase a 2021 Ford F-350 XL (full resolution 



LAGRANGE FIRE DISTRICT 
504 Freedom Plains Rd • Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

  

 

 

BoFC Regular Meeting 2/9/21  
 

Please note that this meeting was conducted remotely and open for public viewing and/or listening using the video conferencing 

platform Zoom, as per NYS Executive Order #202.1 (Continuing Temporary Suspension and Modification of Laws Related to the 

Disaster Emergency). 

 

attached). Burns – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion 

Carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

At 9:15, upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED 

to adjourn the meeting.  Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - Aye.  

Motion Carried.  

     Respectfully submitted, 

  

Bria Le – District Secretary 
Approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners on 2/23/21 





 

 

 

LEGAL NOTICE 

 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to Section 6-g of the General Municipal Law as 

amended, that the resolution published herewith has been adopted by the Board of Fire 
Commissioners of the LaGrange Fire District in the Town of LaGrange, Dutchess County, New 
York, on February 9, 2021.  Such resolution was adopted subject to a permissive referendum set 
forth in Section 6-g, Subdivision 4 of the General Municipal Law as amended. 
 
 

 RESOLUTION OF THE LAGRANGE FIRE DISTRICT  

 TO PURCHASE A 2021 FORD F-350 XL   

 

 

  WHEREAS, the LaGrange Fire District Board of Fire Commissioners, in the Town of 
LaGrange, Dutchess County, New York, approve the purchase of a 2021 Ford F-350 XL with 
snowplow package (“vehicle”) and related equipment (“equipment”);  
 
   WHEREAS, the LaGrange Fire District Board of Fire Commissioners, upon the 
recommendation of the Chief of the LaGrange Fire District, approve the purchase of the 2021 
Ford F-350 XL with snow plow package and related and transferred equipment; 
 
 WHEREAS, the LaGrange Fire District Board of Fire Commissioners, upon the 
recommendation of the Chief of the LaGrange Fire District, approve the purchase of a diesel 
transfer tank from Northern Tool; 
 
 WHEREAS, Van Bortel Ford, located at 71 Marsh Road, East Rochester, New York 
14445, which is a Ford dealership within the region with a state contract;    
 
 WHEREAS, the LaGrange Fire District Board of Fire Commissioners approve the 
expenditure of up to Fifty-Five Thousand DOLLARS and Zero CENTS ($55,000) from the 
Capital Reserve Fund for Apparatus Purchases, for the purchase of the 2021 Ford F-350 XL and 
other related equipment and contingencies;  
  
 WHEREAS, the determined period of probable usefulness of the truck is anticipated to 
be at least five (5) years, consistent with Section 11.00 (29) of the Local Finance Law,; 
 

WHEREAS, the LaGrange Fire District Board of Fire Commissioners has and will 
comply with all requirements of the permissive referendum, as required by General Municipal 
Law, Section 6-g(7), and, upon this resolution being adopted, the same shall be published in full 
in the Poughkeepsie Journal together with a notice from the Fire District Secretary in the form 
provided by Section 175 of the Town Law as amended.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Van Bortel Ford has agreed to supply a new 2021 Ford F-350 XL, and the 
installation of the related fire safety equipment and contingencies shall be performed as after 



 

 

purchase service, as required by the LaGrange Fire District in its specifications, for no more than 
Fifty-Five Thousand DOLLARS and Zero CENTS ($55,000).  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOVLED, the resolution was thereupon declared duly 
adopted by an affirmative vote of the Board of Fire Commissioners of the LaGrange Fire District 
in the Town of LaGrange, Dutchess County, New York. 
 
 
 
 
 
Dated: February 9, 2021      Bria Le,  

LaGrange Fire District Secretary 
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