
LAGRANGE FIRE DISTRICT 
504 Freedom Plains Rd • Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

  

 

 

BoFC Regular Meeting 11/24/20  
 

Please note that this meeting was conducted in person at 504 Freedom Plains Road in Poughkeepsie, NY AND open for public 

viewing and/or listening via the video conferencing platform Zoom, as per NYS Executive Order #202.1 (Continuing Temporary 

Suspension and Modification of Laws Related to the Disaster Emergency). 

 

MINUTES 

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, November 24th, 2020 

   

  ATTENDEES: Chairman Marc Komorsky  Commissioner Bob McCord  

    Commissioner Stephen Piehler (via Zoom) Commissioner George Burns  

    Commissioner Richard Sassi  Chief Tim O’Connor   

    EMS Admin Michael Benenati  Treasurer Mark Pozniak   

    Secretary Bria Le 

     

At 6:03 pm, Chairman Marc Komorsky called the Board of Fire Commissioners regular meeting for Tuesday, 

November 24th, 2020, to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance. He noted that Commissioner McCord 

would be retiring from the Board and said it has been a pleasure to work with Bob (McCord) on the Board. 

Komorsky then said that he would step aside and let McCord run the meeting for the evening. McCord took 

on control of the meeting as Acting Chairman.  

 

MINUTES:  11/10/20 Regular Meeting 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Sassi and SECONDED by Commissioner Burns, the 

Board RESOLVED to accept the minutes from 11/10/20. Burns – Aye, Komorsky – Aye, Sassi – Aye, 

Piehler – Aye, McCord - Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE:    

- Donations In Memory of Anna Mae Tompkins – Ferris $50.00, Darrow $50.00, & Devens $50.00 

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Komorsky, the Board RESOLVED to 

deposit the checks into the General Fund. Burns – Aye, Komorsky – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Piehler 

– Aye, McCord – Aye. Motion Carried.   

- Letter from Training Lieutenant to Dutchess Recreational Vehicles 

 

ROOM USE REQUESTS:   

- Station 2 on December 31st for Red Cross blood drive in the morning from 8 am – 3 pm.  

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by Sassi to allow the Red Cross to hold a 

blood drive on 12/31.  Burns – Aye, Komorsky – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Piehler – Aye, McCord – Aye. 

Motion Carried.   

 

REPORTS:  (by officers present)        

• Treasurer –    

CASH POSITION: Treasurer Mark Pozniak reviewed Cash Position as of 10/31/20:  Operating Cash - 

$3,365,282.21, Reserve & Restricted - $1,372,655.84, and Total Cash - $4,737,938.05. He noted that all 

bank accounts have been reconciled and are in the Board’s possession for review and audit. He pointed 

out that he erroneously moved funds into the Trust & Agency account instead of the General Fund 

Checking but said that has been corrected and will reflect on the next statement.  
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BUDGET TRANSFERS:  Pozniak requested for the Board to approve a few budget transfers for line items 

that have been overspent or will be overspent.   

  
Jan – Oct 

2020 

 
Budget 

 
Decrease Increase 

 
Revised Budget 

Appropriations          

           Total 6250 – Telephone 21,314.85  18,000.00   10,000.00  28,000.00 

           Total 6330 – Office Supplies 23,747.70  11,000.00   13,000.00  24,000.00 

           Total 6511 - Legal 82,562.70  72,000.00   35,000.00  107,000.00 

           Total 7800 – Workers Comp 390,104.79  348,750.00   45,000.00  393,750.00 

           Total 7140 – Hospitalization 737,555.24  1,085,000.00  103,000.00   982,000.00 

      103,000.00 103,000.00   

 

Upon a MOTION made by Komorsky and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED 

to make the budget adjustments recommended by the treasurer. Burns – Aye, Komorsky – 

Aye, Sassi – Aye, Piehler – Aye, McCord – Aye. Motion Carried.    

 

• Chief –  

VEHICLES:  Chief Tim O’Connor reported that during the recent brush fire a Pleasant Valley brush truck 

was damaged when responding as mutual aid. He said that Pleasant Valley will be getting an estimate 

to us for the damage.  Short discussion followed regarding responsibility for the insurance coverage.  

 Next O’Connor reported that 47-72 had new tires installed and that 47-98 has been moved out to 

Station 1 to be used for Department business.   
 
PERSONNEL:  O’Connor informed the Board that there is now a chairman for the Volunteer 

Membership Committee and inquiries are now being directed to him.       
 
GRANTS:  The Chief noted that he has submitted the grant back on the 13th for about $100,000 and is 

now waiting to see the results. He thanked everyone who helped put the data together. O’Connor then 

passed along the notice about a SAFER grant opening soon and said he would keep the Board informed 

as he found out dates.     
 
IMT:  O’Connor said that COVID is ramping up and so a smaller version of the Incident Management 

Team met and went through the COVID policy from earlier in the year and determined what worked 

and what didn’t. He said they will use the State’s zone determinations to trigger parts of the District’s 

COVID responses.   
 
GOVDEALS:  The chief noted that Lt. Champion has been steadily working on GovDeals to get rid of the 

surplus items.    
 
STRYKER POWERLOAD:  Chief O’Connor said the Board was given estimates on the powerloads 

(stretchers) from Stryker. He reviewed the three prices and what they covered and said Styker agreed 

to honor their last agreement for a 5 year payment plan with no interest.  Lengthy discussion followed 

regarding the reliability of the stretchers and other pros and cons.  Sassi asked if they could get a price 

for one of the stretchers and try it before committing to all three. Further discussion followed about 

personal experiences with the stretchers and how to pay for them. 
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Upon a MOTION by Sassi and SECONDED by Komorsky, the Board RESOLVED to 

table the discussions pending the updated quote and clarification on the financing period. 

Short discussion followed on waiting until COVID calmed down. Burns – Aye, Komorsky – 

Aye, Sassi – Aye, Piehler – Aye, McCord – Aye. Motion Carried.   

  

PURCHASING:  O’Connor said that Frazier had the ability to make small purchases for the buildings or 

vehicles so he requested similar authorization for the lieutenants. Short discussion followed.   

Upon a MOTION made by Komorsky and SECONDED by Piehler, the Board 

RESOLVED to authorized the Lieutenants to spend up to $500.00 per purchase on items 

needed for building repairs or vehicle repairs.  Burns – Aye, Komorsky – Aye, Piehler – Aye, 

Sassi – Aye, McCord – Aye. Motion Carried.    

 

• EMS Administrator –   

RENEWALS:  EMS Administrator Michael Benenati reported that he has received the New York State 

Department of Health Ambulance Operating Certificate and Controlled Substances renewal packet and 

he is working on getting them completed.  He also noted that COVID is heating up again and asked 

everyone to be careful.   
 

• Department – (no report) 

 

• Union – (no report) 

 

OLD BUSINESS/UNRESOLVED ITEMS: 

- Building Repairs/Repair Requests – Komorsky said that he asked the engineer if they had the 

roof dimensions. Discussion followed regarding what is needed to put the roof project out to 

bid.  

Next Chief O’Connor noted that the siren has been removed at Station 1 but the pole 

cannot be removed because the parking lot lights run through that pole. He said that the 

doorbell has been installed at Station 1.  Short discussion followed regarding the door code at 

Station 1.   

O’Connor said he got prices to replace the tank at Station 2 plus ones to install a new diesel 

tank at Station 1.  Discussion followed regarding the tanks and the time frame to get 

additional quotes on the projects.  

The chief noted that the roof at Station 2 was repaired in two place, the ready room 

baseboard heat was completed, and the vent in the upstairs bathroom should be finished in 

the next couple of days.  

O’Connor then expressed concern about keeping up with the amount of mechanic work 

that Frazier did. He requested to hang on to the hydraulic lifts for a while in case they may be 

needed in the future and said Lieutenant Champion would present a way to store them.  Lt. 

Champion reviewed options for containers that could be used for storage initially then later 

for training purposes.   He said the lifts would need a high top container (9 ½ ft high) for 

$3500.00.  Short discussion followed regarding how the container could be used for training 

and the condition of the container.  
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Upon a MOTION made by Komorsky and SECONDED by Piehler, the Board 

RESOLVED to approve the purchase of a used 9 ½ ft. tall 40 ft. container up to 

$3500.00. Burns – Aye, Komorsky – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, McCord – Aye. 

Motion Carried.   
 

Lt. Champion then gave a report of the status of the items on the back tables and the items 

pending on GovDeals.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  (none) 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   

- 207 Resolutions – Le read the notice of rate increase from $85.00/hr to $90.00/hr from 207 

Resolutions.  

Upon a MOTION made by Komorsky and SECONDED by Burns, the Board 

RESOLVED to approve the increase. Burns – Aye, Komorsky – Aye, Piehler – Aye, 

Sassi – Aye, McCord – Aye. Motion Carried.    

 

Komorsky said he wanted to take a moment, on behalf of the Board, to thank Bob McCord for all of his 

years of dedication and service. He said that this would be McCord’s last meeting.   

 

At 7:14 pm, McCord stated for the record that he was resigning from the Board of Fire Commissioners at 

that moment.   
 

Upon a MOTION made by Komorsky and SECONDED by Sassi, the Board RESOLVED to 

appoint Mr. (Anthony) Pignataro as a fire commissioner to complete Bob’s (McCord) term. Burns – 

Aye, Komorsky – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye. Motion Carried.   
 
Secretary Le then administered the Oath of Office to newly appointed Commissioner Pignataro.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 7:17 pm, upon a MOTION made by Sassi and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED 

to go into Executive Session to discuss three personnel issues and two contractual from the Chief. 

Burns – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

OPEN SESSION & PREGNANCY LEAVE POLICY:  

At 8:36 pm, the Board resumed Public Session.  
 

Upon a MOTION made by Sassi and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED to authorize 

Chairman Komorsky, or if he is unavailable, any commissioner of his designation, to execute the 

Pregnancy Leave Policy subject to the amendments made by counsel. Burns – Aye, Piehler – Aye, 

Sassi – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   
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ADJOURNMENT:  

At 8:38 pm, upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by (newly appointed) 

Commissioner Pignataro, the Board RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting.  Burns – Aye, Sassi – Aye, 

Piehler – Aye, Pignataro – Aye, Komorsky - Aye.  Motion Carried.  

     Respectfully submitted, 

  

Bria Le – District Secretary 
Approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners on 12/15/20 








































