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BoFC Regular Meeting 6/9/20  
 

Please note that this meeting was conducted remotely and open for public viewing and/or listening using the video conferencing 

platform Zoom, as per recent NYS Executive Order #202.1 (Continuing Temporary Suspension and Modification of Laws Related to 

the Disaster Emergency). 

 

MINUTES 

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, June 9th, 2020 

   

  ATTENDEES: Chairman Marc Komorsky  Commissioner Bob McCord  

    Commissioner Stephen Piehler  Commissioner George Burns  

    Commissioner Richard Sassi  Chief Barry Ward   

    EMS Admin Michael Benenati  Treasurer Mark Pozniak 

    Secretary Bria Le  

 

At 6:03 pm, Chairman Marc Komorsky called the regular meeting for Tuesday, June 9th, 2020, to order (via 

Zoom video) and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  He welcomed everyone and, on behalf of the Board of Fire 

Commissioners, expressed heartfelt condolences to the Caso family on the loss of their father, Mr. Caso.   

 

MINUTES:  5/26/20 

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner McCord and SECONDED by Commissioner Burns, 

the Board RESOLVED to approve the minutes from 5/26/20. Burns – Aye, McCord – Aye, Piehler – 

Aye, Sassi – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE:    

- Thank you letter and donation from Behrmann - $300.00 

- Check – Southwest LaGrange Fire Co. 3 for cable reimbursement - $332.04 

Upon a MOTION made by McCord and SECONDED by Commissioner Piehler, the 

Board RESOLVED to deposit it into the General Fund. Burns – Aye, McCord – Aye, Piehler – 

Aye, Sassi – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   

- Checks – Metropolitan Reporting Bureau for information request - $15.00 & $15.00 

Upon a MOTION made by McCord and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED 

to deposit it into the General Fund.  Burns – Aye, McCord – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, 

Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.  

- Check – NYS Dept. of Tax and Finance for MCTMT tax refund - $15.90 

Upon a MOTION made by McCord and SECONDED by Piehler, the Board RESOLVED 

to deposit it into the General Fund. Burns – Aye, McCord – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – 

Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

ROOM USE REQUESTS:  (none) 

 

REPORTS:  (by officers present)        

• Treasurer –   

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Treasurer Mark Pozniak informed the Board that he is still focused on getting 

grant funding and that he would have his normal report ready for the next meeting. Pozniak said that 

the District has had about $87,000 worth of material expenses related to COVID about $130,000 for 

labor related expenses. He said the amount of funding that can be recovered is still to be determined, 

but that it is usually around 75% of the costs. Lengthy discussion followed regarding grant funding 
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sources and whether the Board will have a second meeting in June.  Komorsky said that the next 

meeting will be held on the 23rd of June at 6 pm.  

       

• Chief –  

COVID-19 UPDATE:  Chief Barry Ward gave more details about the District’s labor side of the COVID-19 

response. He and EMS Administrator Michael Benenati reviewed the demobilization plan and noted 

that the State now has guidelines that were not established when the District began protective 

measures eleven weeks ago.  Lengthy discussion followed regarding the demobilization plan, the 

chances of getting reimbursement of expenses, and when to resume in person meetings.    

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Chief Ward said that he has three items for Executive Session that are personnel 

related.  

 

• EMS Administrator –   

AMBULANCE REMOUNT:  EMS Administrator Michael Benenati said that he needs the final invoice for 

the ambulance remount to be approved at the meeting in two weeks.  He said that he and Jeff Frazier 

will be going down within the next week for the final inspection.  Short discussion followed regarding 

the precautions taken during the inspection and the anticipated delivery date.   
 

• Department – (no report) 

 

• Union –  

Union Treasurer Anthony Champion thanked the Board for their continued support in staffing and for 

making sure the staff, as well as the volunteers and community, are safe.  He read a thank you letter 

from a member of the public for one of the birthday drive-by’s with the fire truck.   

 

OLD BUSINESS/UNRESOLVED ITEMS: 

- Building Repairs/Repair Requests – Komorsky said that more siding was falling off at Station 3 

and he is reaching out to some contractors. He said he is waiting on getting estimates.  He 

noted that he has had two different lawn guys decline to provide estimates for the lawn at 

Station 3 so he will let everyone know once he can get an estimate.  ` 
 

Komorsky said he has spoken to a few roof vendors who said that the roof reseal that was 

presented was just a band-aid. He said that he would be more comfortable doing a whole new 

roof. Short discussion followed regarding the roofs at Station 2 and Station 3. Benenati 

recommended that the Board revisit the list of capital repairs and Komorsky said he would like 

to focus on the roof, the bathrooms, and the phones.  Discussion followed regarding the 

needed repairs and which items can be done first.  Pozniak reminded the Board that they may 

need to get formal bids for the roof and that there is referendum process if the Board wants to 

use reserve funds for either project.   

Upon a MOTION made by McCord and SECONDED by Piehler, the Board RESOLVED 

to get estimates on the roof and the bathroom (at Station 2). Burns – Aye, McCord – Aye, 

Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.    
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NEW BUSINESS:   (none) 

 

ABSTRACT:  $498,346.04 

 Discussion held about the large increase in the Workers’ Compensation policy.  

Upon a MOTION made by Burns and SECONDED by McCord, the Board RESOLVED to pay 

the bills for May as per the abstract for $498,346.04. Burns – Aye, McCord – Aye, Piehler – Aye, 

Sassi – Aye, Komorsky - Aye.  Motion Carried.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

Anthony Pignataro asked the Board about last year’s costs for the workers’ comp policy and Le said that last 

year the total cost was around $242,000.  Pignataro next asked how the volunteer response on EMS calls 

during COVID differs from volunteer response during normal times.  Chief Ward said that under normal 

times a volunteer could have initial contact with a patient but now, due to the virus, contact with a patient 

is restricted to limit potential exposure.   

  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 7:21 pm, upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Sassi and SECONDED by McCord, the 

Board RESOLVED to go into Executive Session to discuss three items pertaining to personnel from 

the Chief and one personnel item from the Secretary. Burns – Aye, McCord – Aye, Piehler – Aye, 

Sassi – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

OPEN SESSION & ADJOURNMENT:  

At 7:52 pm, the Board resumed Open Session.  

Upon a MOTION made by McCord and SECONDED by Sassi, the Board RESOLVED to 

adjourn the meeting.  Burns – Aye, McCord – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Komorsky - Aye.  

Motion Carried.  

     Respectfully submitted, 

  

Bria Le – District Secretary 
Approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners on 6/23/20 




