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504 Freedom Plains Rd • Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

  

 

 

BoFC Regular Meeting 5/26/20  
 

Please note that this meeting was conducted remotely and open for public viewing and/or listening using the video conferencing 

platform Zoom, as per recent NYS Executive Order #202.1 (Continuing Temporary Suspension and Modification of Laws Related to 

the Disaster Emergency). 

 

MINUTES 

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, May 26th, 2020 

   

  ATTENDEES: Chairman Marc Komorsky  Commissioner Bob McCord  

    Commissioner Stephen Piehler  Commissioner George Burns  

    Commissioner Richard Sassi  Chief Barry Ward   

    EMS Admin Michael Benenati  Secretary Bria Le  

 

At 6:10 pm, Chairman Marc Komorsky called the regular meeting to order for Tuesday, May 26th, 

2020, via Zoom video and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  He welcomed everyone and expressed his thanks 

for joining the meeting. 
 
Komorsky noted that the meeting would go a little out of order to allow Mike King to give his information 

on a Station 2 roof proposal. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:   

- Station 2 Roof Proposal – Mike King from ICP-Astec presented information on a coating system 

proposal for Station 2’s roof.  He said that the Astec system is a higher grade than a lot of other 

companies and that unlike most other companies the manufacturer is intimately involved in the 

application.  He directed everyone to view a quick informative video at www.whyreplace.com that 

gives a good introduction to retrofitting roofs with fluid applied coating.  Discussion followed regarding 

the process and the need to determine if the roof is a good candidate.  King said the minimum life of 

the roof coating would be fifteen years and be warrantied for any repairs, materials and labor at 100%.  

Tabled until next meeting. 
 

- Ready Room Chairs – Komorsky confirmed with Secretary Le that the chairs had been ordered and 

noted that they were now just waiting on delivery. 
 

- Building Repairs/Repair Requests – Komorsky said that the guy that was taking care of the lawn at 

Station 3 has apparently outgrown the job so Komorsky is working on a new company to take care of 

the mowing and cleanup at that firehouse.  He noted that getting quotes for the bathroom work is still 

on hold due to the virus 
 

- VESO Life Insurance – Komorsky said the board wants to continue with an insurance policy for the 

volunteers and the new one will be a few dollars less.  Short discussion followed about the policy.  

Upon a MOTION made by Commissioner McCord and SECONDED by Commissioner Burns, 

the Board RESOLVED to approve the new VESO Life Insurance policy (proposal attached). Burns – 

Aye, McCord – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

MINUTES:  5/12/20 

Upon a MOTION made by McCord and SECONDED by Commissioner Piehler, the Board 

RESOLVED to accept the minutes from 5/12/2020. Burns – Aye, McCord – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – 

Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   
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CORRESPONDENCE:   (none) 

 

ROOM USE REQUESTS:  (none) 

  

REPORTS:  (by officers present)        

• Treasurer –  (no report) 

 

• Chief –  

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Chief Barry Ward said that he that he had two items for Executive Session of a 

personnel nature.  

 

• EMS Administrator –   

NYS CITATION: EMS Administrator Michael Benenati read a citation from the NYS EMS Director to the 

LaGrange Fire District COVID 19 Incident Management Team (full letter attached).  

 

AMBULANCE REMOUNT:  Benenati said that he and Jason Ryan went to view the ambulance that is 

currently being remounted.  He showed everyone several pictures of the progress that has been made 

so far and said that the District looks forward to receiving the vehicle back within the month. Short 

discussion followed regarding the light bar and the delay in getting the remount completed.    

 

• Department – (no report) 

 

• Union – (no report) 

 

OLD BUSINESS/UNRESOLVED ITEMS:  (addressed earlier in meeting) 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   (none) 

 

ABSTRACT:  $31,760.50 

Upon a MOTION made by McCord and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED to 

approve the bills for the month of May for $31,760.50 as per the abstract. Burns – Aye, McCord – 

Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Komorsky - Aye.  Motion Carried.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

Anthony Pignataro asked the Board why it was looking at a 15 year solution for the roof instead of a 30 year 

solution.    Komorsky said that the 30 year solution would be a new roof, but he noted that the Board is just 

looking into this process to compare to others.  Short discussion followed regarding the costs.  

 

Next Pignataro brought up his concerns about privacy regarding the 360 degree camera that was installed 

on the ambulance in the remount.  Benenati said that right now they are live feed only to aid the driver. 

Discussion followed regarding whether the District would ever move to recording. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 6:58 pm, upon a MOTION made by Commissioner Sassi and SECONDED by Burns, the 

Board RESOLVED to go into Executive Session to discuss two personnel related item from the Chief 

and one item related to litigation from the Secretary. Burns – Aye, McCord – Aye, Piehler – Aye, 

Sassi – Aye, Komorsky – Aye. Motion Carried.   

 

OPEN SESSION & ADJOURNMENT:  

At 7:06 pm, the Board resumed Open Session. Secretary Le reminded everyone that the Board does not 

have a second meeting scheduled in June, the only meeting scheduled is June 9th.  

Upon a MOTION made by McCord and SECONDED by Burns, the Board RESOLVED to 

adjourn the meeting.  Burns – Aye, McCord – Aye, Piehler – Aye, Sassi – Aye, Komorsky - Aye.  

Motion Carried.  

     Respectfully submitted, 

  

Bria Le – District Secretary 
Approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners on 6/9/20 







INSURANCE PROPOSAL

PREPARED FOR:

LAGRANGE FIRE DISTRICT

504 Freedom Plains Rd

Poughkeepsie, NY  12603

Insurance Proposal Effect ive:

06/ 01/ 2020 -05/ 31/ 2021 

Presented by:

Rose & Kiernan Inc.

99 Troy Rd

East Greenbush, NY 12061
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Int roduct ion to the VESO Life Program

VESO Life was established in 1982 to provide group term life insurance specifically for Volunteer

Emergency Service Organizat ions (VESO), such as fire departments, fire dist ricts, rescue squads,

ambulance squads, or similar organizat ions. Since incept ion, the VESO Life group insurance program

offered by Security M utual and administered by NBT Insurance Agency LLC has been a premier group life

insurance program servicing volunteer emergency service organizat ion throughout  the United States. In

2018, Security M utual completed a t ransact ion with Renaissance Life & Health Insurance Company of

New York to t ransit ion Security M utual’s group insurance operat ion to Renaissance.

NBT Insurance Agency and Renaissance have worked together to offer you a new VESO program with

new underwrit ing requirements, plan design opt ions, and pricing.

Our team at NBT Insurance Agency delivers expert ise with integrity. Our licensed service team is well-

versed and experienced in administering this program. Our greatest reward is helping you provide

group term life insurance to your members that protect our communit ies and families.

M ember Classificat ion & Benefits

All members must be classified as act ive or non-act ive. Non-voluntary members are not  eligible for

VESO Life group term life insurance.

Active M ember Classification

• $50,000 maximum primary life benefit  with matching AD&D and line of Duty benefits is

provided to a member at age 16 and above. Coverage is automat ically reduced 50% at age 70

subject to a minimum of $15,000 (the minimum may be less if elected by policy holder and

reduct ions may apply prior to age 70 if elected by policy holder.)

• M ust cert ify that member has received and passed an init ial physical and are required to pass

annual physicals per NFPA 1582 guidelines

• Line of Duty and opt ional Extended Line of Duty Benefits is provided for deaths that occur

exclusively in the performance of dut ies for the insured member’s primary voluntary emergency

services organizat ion. “ Primary” organizat ion includes mutual aid calls.

• M ember who is temporarily on “ sick leave” will retain full benefits as long as they return to

act ive status on census within two policy anniversary dates (24 months maximum.) If not

returned to act ive status on census within that t imeframe, the term life benefit will be reduced

unt il returned to act ive status.

Non-Active M ember Classification

• A $25,000 maximum life-only benefit is provided to a non-act ive member who has been an

act ive member for a minimum of 5 years in a voluntary emergency services organizat ion and is a

current member of good standing. Coverage is automat ically reduced at age 70 to $15,000 (may

be less if elected by policy older and reduct ion may apply prior to age 70 if elected by policy

holder.)
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• Non-act ive member must be added on census within two policy anniversary dates from the t ime

they were act ive (24-month maximum)

• If membership lapses for any reason and the non-act ive member is removed from the census for

more than 2 policy anniversary dates, that member will be permanent ly disqualified from VESO

Life benefits.

Underwrit ing

The VESO Life program will cont inue to offer a Trust -rated product for all groups up to 250 lives. Groups

of 250 lives or more or any groups that require amounts in excess of the standard offerings as out lined

above will now be individually underwrit ten, composite and potent ially experience rated.
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VESO Life Plan Highlights

Group Term Life Plan

The VESO Life group insurance plan provides for life insurance coverage for a qualified member.

Benefit features and definit ion of terms are specifically defined in the plan. This sect ion provides for

highlight informat ion of group term life plan benefit features for general knowledge purposes.

Accelerated Death Benefit – this benefit payable if a member is cert ified as terminally ill.  The amount

of accelerated death benefit for which a member is eligible is based on the amount of group term life

insurance for which s/ he is insured, subject  to minimums and maximums shown in the policy less any

reduct ions scheduled to apply within the following 12 months.

M ember Right to Convert – means the right to buy and individual policy of life insurance during the

conversion period set forth in the policy without submit t ing evidence of insurability (i.e., a statement of

medical history used by Renaissance to assess if a person will be approved for coverage.)

Line of Duty Benefit – an amount of addit ional benefit paid to the member’s beneficiary for death in the

line of duty if 1) the member was insured under the VESO Life group insurance plan, and 2) the member

died within 365 days of the complet ion of line of duty act ivit ies as the result of injury or sickness

suffered in the line of duty.

Extended Line of Duty Benefit (Optional) – an amount of addit ional benefit paid to the member’s

beneficiary for death in the line of duty if 1) the member was insured under the VESO Life group

insurance plan, 2) the member suffered a heart at tack or st roke, diagnosed by a physician, within 24

hours of complet ion of line of duty act ivit ies, and 3) the member died of a heart at tack or st roke within

365 days after the line of duty act ivity. This extended benefit is optional coverage at an additional

premium.

Accidental Death & Dismemberment Plan Rider (Optional)

The VESO Accidental Death & Dismemberment (AD&D) plan provides benefit amounts to a member who

has suffered a loss under this rider.  The member (or his/ her beneficiary) must provide proof that 1) the

injury occurred while insurance was in force under this rider, 2) the loss was due to an injury, and 3)

when the loss occurred in relat ion to the date of the accident . Benefit features and definit ion of terms

are specifically defined in the plan.  This sect ion provides for highlight informat ion of AD&D plan

features for general knowledge purposes. This AD&D rider is optional coverage at an additional

premium.

Loss of Life Benefit – benefit amount paid due to the death of a member result ing from injury as defined

in the AD&D Plan.

Seatbelt Benefit – benefit paid if a loss of life benefit is payable under this rider and the loss of life

results from an injury sustained while driving or riding in a private passenger car if the member’s seat

belt  was properly funct ioning and fastened. An investigat ing officer must cert ify the correct posit ion of

the seat belt . A copy of the police report must be submit ted with the claim.

Airbag Benefit – benefit paid if seatbelt benefit is payable to the member for loss of life and the

passenger car is equipped as defined in the AD&D Plan.
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VESO Life Plan Quote Opt ion 1 

Class #: 1 Description: $20,000 At Age 65 $10,000 with AD&D

Group Term Life

Principle Sum (Benefit) $20,000

Reduction Schedule At age 65

Guaranteed Issue Limit $20,000

Extended Line of Duty (Optional) N/ A

Accident, Death & Dismemberment (AD&D) (Optional)

Principle Sum (Benefit) $20,000

Reduction Schedule At age 65

Guaranteed Issue Limit $20,000

The monthly charge shown below is calculated based on the census provided by Rose & Kiernan, Inc. (or

its representat ive) on 04/ 15/ 2020. Subsequent monthly premium charges will be based on gender,

current age, and amount of the term life and/ or Extended LOD and AD&D principle sums (if applicable)

provided to each member.

M ember Benefits and Cost Summary

Age Life Principle

Sum

Optional

AD&D

Principle Sum

Optional

Extended

Line of Duty

Census M onthly

Premium

Charge

0-64 $20,000 $20,000 $0 22 $214.76

65-69 $10,000 $10,000 $0 1 $8.96

70+ $$10,000 $0 $0 1 $90.91

Totals

M onthly Quarterly Semi-Annual Annual Census

$314.63 $943.88 $1,887.75 $3,699.99 24

Important Notes

This quote is based on the informat ion provided at the t ime of request . Any subsequent changes to the

membership informat ion may impact  the final premium charge at the t ime of procuring coverage.

This quote opt ion expires 30 days from the effect ive date on this proposal. If addit ional quote opt ions

are requested after 30 days, an updated census will need to be provided to ensure quot ing is based on

most current informat ion.
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Website

To learn more about  this program, speak with your broker or visit  the VESO Life website at

www.vesolife.com

http://www.vesolife.com

